PAGE  
8

COM 320, History of the Moving Image

Fall 2008

Approved Topics for Paper #1 

selected from Auteur Interviews

9/15/08

●Filmmaker:  Woody Allen (Bananas, Annie Hall, Hannah and Her Sisters, Match Point, Stardust Memories, Interiors, A Midsummer Night’s Sex Comedy, September, Another Woman, Deconstructing Harry)

Influences(s):  Ingmar Bergman

Source:  http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000095/bio
●Filmmaker:  Robert Altman (Short Cuts, The Player, Nashville, M*A*S*H, McCabe and Mrs. Miller, Gosford Park)

Influences(s):  Jean Renoir’s Rules of the Game (“It taught me the rules of the game.”)

Source:  http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000265/bio
●Filmmaker:  Paul Thomas Anderson (Boogie Nights, Magnolia, Punch Drunk Love, There Will Be Blood)

Influences(s):  (1) Robert Altman (in particular, McCabe and Mrs. Miller, Nashville); (2) Jonathan Demme (in particular, Silence of the Lambs); Martin Scorsese (in particular, Taxi Driver, Goodfellas)

Sources:  (1) http://www.cigarettesandredvines.com/articles/display.php?id=C06

and http://film.guardian.co.uk/interview/interviewpages/0,,883142,00.html

(2) DVD commentary on Boogie Nights

●Filmmaker:  Wes Anderson (Rushmore, The Royal Tenenbaums)

Influences(s):  (1) John Huston; Peter Bogdanovich; Francois Truffaut; (2) Jacques Cousteau

Sources:  (1) http://www.gothamist.com/archives/2004/12/07/a_talk_with_director_wes_anderson.php
         (2) http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2004/12/1222_041222_life_aquatic_anderson.html
●Filmmaker:  Judd Apatow (The 40-Year-Old Virgin, Knocked Up, Superbad)

Influences(s):  The Marx Brothers, W. C. Fields, Elaine May, Robert Altman, Paul Mazursky

Source:  http://www.austin360.com/movies/content/movies/stories/0601Apatow.html
●Filmmaker: Darren Aronofsky (Pi, Requiem for a Dream)

Influences(s):  (1) Alan Parker; (2) Stuart Rosenberg

Source:  (1)  http://aronofksy.tripod.com/interview28.html; 

(2) http://www.ugo.com/ugo/html/article/?id=16102
●Filmmaker:  Michael Bay (Transformers, Pearl Harbor)

Influences(s):  Favorite films—Citizen Kane, Dr. Strangelove

Source:  http://www.michaelbay.com/press/articles/018.html
●Filmmaker:  Brad Bird (The Incredibles)

Influences(s):  Disney classics, specifically Snow White and Peter Pan

Source:  http://www.usatoday.com/life/people/2004-11-02-brad-bird_x.htm
●Filmmaker:  Kenneth Branagh (Henry V, Dead Again, Frankenstein, Hamlet, The Magic Flute, Sleuth)

Influences(s):  (1) Orson Welles; (2) Alfred Hitchcock, Orson Welles, Carol Reed’s The Third Man, other films noir (all specifically for Dead Again)

Sources:  (1)  http://www.branaghcompendium.com/artic-lat89a.htm

(2)  http://www.branaghcompendium.com/artic-sdut91-2.htm
●Filmmaker:  Mel Brooks (The Producers, Young Frankenstein, Blazing Saddles)

Influences(s):  Buster Keaton

Source:  http://ysos.sammigirl.com/articles/keatonchronicle897.html
●Filmmaker:  Charles Burnett (Killer of Sheep, To Sleep with Anger)

Influences(s):  Basil Wright; Jean Renoir, notably Grand Illusion

Source:  http://www.sensesofcinema.com/contents/directors/03/burnett.html
●Filmmaker:  Tim Burton (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Corpse Bride, Edward Scissorhands, etc., etc.)

Influences(s):  Ray Harryhausen
Source:  http://popentertainment.com/timburton.htm
●Filmmaker:  James Cameron (Titanic, True Lies, The Terminator)

Influences(s):  Stanley Kubrick, specifically 2001:  A Space Odyssey

Source: http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/cam0int-1
●Filmmaker:  Anna Campion (Loaded)

Influences(s):  Ingmar Bergman (specifically, Cries and Whispers)
Source:   Falsetto, M.  (2000).  Personal visions:  Conversations with Contemporary Film Directors.  Los Angeles, CA:  Silman-James Press.

●Filmmaker:  John Carpenter (Halloween, The Thing)

Influences(s):  Howard Hawks

Source:  http://www.scifi.com/sfw/issue227/interview.html
●Filmmaker:  Park Chan-wook (Joint Security Area:  JSA; Old Boy)

Influences(s):  Alfred Hitchcock, notably Vertigo
Source:  http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr/interviews/article_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1000552276
●Filmmaker:  Wes Craven (A Nightmare on Elm Street, Scream)

Influences(s):  Federico Fellini; Francois Truffaut; Luis Bunuel; Jean Cocteau; Richard Lester; Ingmar Bergman; Roman Polanski; Alfred Hitchcock; Howard Hawks; Fred Zinneman; Orson Welles; John Ford; Frank Capra; George Romero; Akira Kurosawa

Source:  Personal email, 2001

●Filmmaker:  Cameron Crowe (Fast Times at Ridgemont High, Jerry Maguire, Almost Famous, Vanilla Sky)

Influences(s):  (1) Ernst Lubitsch; (2) Billy Wilder

Source:  (1) http://www.cameroncrowe.com/journalism/articles/crowe_jrl_laughing.html

(2) http://www.rochestergoesout.com/mov/a/ccrowe.html
●Filmmaker:  Frank Darabont (Shawshank Redemption, The Green Mile)

Influences(s):  Steven Spielberg; Stanley Kubrick; David Lean; Buster Keaton

Source:  http://www-cgi.cnn.com/ASIANOW/time/features/reviews/cinema.darabont.html
●Filmmaker:  Guillermo del Toro (Pan’s Labyrinth, Hellboy)

Influences(s):  Jean Cocteau,  Mario Bava

Source:  http://www.greencine.com/article?action=view&articleID=388&pageID=717
●Filmmaker:  Ted Demme (Blow)

Influences(s):  Martin Scorsese (notably, Casino, Goodfellas)

Source:  http://www.countingdown.com/features/?feature_id=15763
●Filmmaker:  Atom Egoyan (The Sweet Hereafter, Speaking Parts, Where the Truth Lies)

Influences(s):  Sidney Peterson, Maya Deren

Source:   Falsetto, M.  (2000).  Personal visions:  Conversations with Contemporary Film Directors.  Los Angeles, CA:  Silman-James Press.

●Filmmaker:  Todd Field (In the Bedroom, Little Children)

Influences(s):  Stanley Kubrick’s Barry Lyndon (as an influence on Little Children)

Source:  http://www.cnn.com/2006/SHOWBIZ/Movies/10/12/review.children/index.html
●Filmmaker:  David Fincher (Fight Club)

Influences(s):  Alfred Hitchcock; Martin Scorsese; George Roy Hill; Alan J. Pakula

Source:  http://www.musicolog.com/fincher_interview.asp
●Filmmaker:  Terry Gilliam (Brazil, 12 Monkeys, Time Bandits, Tideland)

Influences(s):  Disney, Akira Kurosawa, Federico Fellini, Ingmar Bergman, Luis Bunuel, Stanley Kubrick, Stanley Donen, Richard Lester (“I’ll steal from anywhere!”)

Source:  http://www.smart.co.uk/dreams/askterr2.htm
●Filmmaker:  Michel Gondry (The Science of Sleep, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, Be Kind Rewind)

Influences(s): Charlie Chaplin 

Source:  http://www.guardian.co.uk/film/2008/feb/16/1
●Filmmaker:  Keith Gordon (The Chocolate War, Mother Night)

Influences(s):  Stanley Kubrick, Francois Truffaut, Federico Fellini

Source:   Falsetto, M.  (2000).  Personal visions:  Conversations with Contemporary Film Directors.  Los Angeles, CA:  Silman-James Press.

●Filmmaker:  David Gordon Green (George Washington, Pineapple Express)

Influences(s):  Terrence Malick

Source: http://www.sensesofcinema.com/contents/directors/02/malick.html
●Filmmaker:  Matt Groening (The Simpsons, Futurama)

Influences(s):  Robert Benchley

Source:  http://www.snpp.com/other/interviews/groening93.html
●Filmmaker:  Christopher Guest (Best in Show, Waiting for Guffman, A Mighty Wind)

Influences(s):  Peter Sellers; Monty Python

Source:  http://www.guardian.co.uk/weekend/story/0,3605,1118702,00.html
●Filmmaker:  Alfred Hitchcock (Vertigo, North by Northwest, etc., etc.)

Influences(s):  German Expressionists, notably F. W. Murnau, Fritz Lang

Source:  http://www.bfi.org.uk/features/interviews/hitchcock.html
●Filmmaker:  Peter Jackson (Heavenly Creatures, Meet the Feebles, The Frighteners, King Kong, Lord of the Rings)

Influences(s):  Monty Python, Buster Keaton

Source:  http://tbhl.theonering.net/peter/interviews/broms_jackson.html
●Filmmaker:  Neil Jordan (The Crying Game, Interview with the Vampire, Breakfast on Pluto)

Influences(s):  Nicholas Ray; Federico Fellini; Luis Bunuel; Akira Kurosawa

Source:   Falsetto, M.  (2000).  Personal visions:  Conversations with Contemporary Film Directors.  Los Angeles, CA:  Silman-James Press.

●Filmmaker:  Harmony Korine (Julien Donkey-Boy, Gummo)

Influences(s):  Rainer Werner Fassbinder; Jean-Luc Godard; Werner Herzog

Source:  http://www.harmony-korine.com/paper/int/korine/function.html
●Filmmaker:  Stanley Kubrick (Lolita, Dr. Strangelove, 2001:  A Space Odyssey, The Shining, Full Metal Jacket, Eyes Wide Shut)

Influences(s):  Max Ophuls

Source:  Gelmis, J.  (1970).  The film director as superstar.  Garden City, New York:  Doubleday and Company.

●Filmmaker:  Akira Kurosawa (Yojimbo, Throne of Blood, Ran, The Seven Samurai)
Influences(s):  John Ford

Source:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1STFM39vJ4
●Filmmaker:  Spike Lee (She’s Gotta Have It, Do The Right Thing, Malcolm X, Miracle at St. Anna)
Influences(s):  Oscar Micheaux, Melvin Van Peebles

Source:  http://suicidegirls.com/interviews/Spike+Lee/
●Filmmaker:  Richard Linklater (Slackers, Before Sunrise, Waking Life, Fastfood Nation

Influences(s):  Martin Scorsese (specifically, Raging Bull)

Source:   Falsetto, M.  (2000).  Personal visions:  Conversations with Contemporary Film Directors.  Los Angeles, CA:  Silman-James Press.

●Filmmaker:  George Lucas (Star Wars)

Influences(s):  (1) Joseph Campbell (classics prof, not a filmmaker); (2) Arthur Lipsett

Sources:  (1) Empire of Dreams, documentary on supplemental disk of the Star Wars DVD box set


    (2)  http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/13.05/lucas.html
●Filmmaker:  David Lynch (Mulholland Drive; Blue Velvet)

Influences(s):  (1) Stanley Kubrick, notably Eyes Wide Shut; (2) Federico Fellini, notably 8-1/2; Billy Wilder, notably Sunset Boulevard; Jacques Tati, notably Monsieur Hulot’s Holiday; Alfred Hitchcock, notably Rear Window

Sources:  (1)  http://www.lynchnet.com/articles/msnchat.html

   (2)  Tirard, L.  (2002).  Movie makers’ master class:  Private lessons from the world’s

        foremost directors.  New York:  Faber and Faber.

●Filmmaker:  James Mangold (Walk the Line, Girl, Interrupted, 3:10 to Yuma)

Influence(s):  Alexander Mackendrick

Source:  http://www.cineaste.com/articles/an-interview-with-james-mangold.htm
●Filmmaker:  Michael Mann (The Last of the Mohicans; The Insider; The Keep)

Influence(s):  Carl Theodor Dreyer; F. W. Murnau; Sergei Eisenstein

Source:  http://www.laweekly.com/general/features/a-manns-mans-world/14073/
●Filmmaker:  McG (Charlie’s Angels, We Are Marshall)

Influence(s):  Francis Ford Coppolla (specifically, Apocalypse Now), Milos Forman (specifically, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest) 

Source: http://www.ew.com/ew/article/0,,1561569,00.html
●Filmmaker:  Paul McGuigan (Lucky Number Slevin)

Influence(s):  Wong Kar Wai

Source:  http://www.ugo.com/channels/filmtv/features/luckynumberslevin/interview.asp
●Filmmaker:  Fernando Meirelles (City of God)

Influence(s):  Mike Leigh; Ken Loach

Source:  http://www.slantmagazine.com/film/features/fernandomeirelles.asp
●Filmmaker:  Anthony Mingella (The English Patient, Breaking and Entering, Truly Madly Deeply)

Influence(s):  Federico Fellini (specifically, I Vitelloni) 

Source: http://www.ew.com/ew/article/0,,1561569,00.html
●Filmmaker:  Vincente Minnelli (An American in Paris, Meet Me in St. Louis)

Influences(s):  Max Ophuls; Erich Von Stroheim

Source:  http://www.henrysheehan.com/interviews/mno/minnelli.html
●Filmmaker:  Christopher Nolan (Memento, Insomnia, Batman Begins)

Influences(s):  Ridley Scott’s Blade Runner; John Huston’s The Man Who Would Be King
Source:  http://www.boxofficemojo.com/features/?id=1921&pagenum=2&p=.htm
●Filmmaker:  Trey Parker & Matt Stone (Southpark:  Bigger, Longer, and Uncut, Team America, Cannibal—The Musical)

Influences(s):  Monty Python, especially the animation of Terry Gilliam

Source:  http://www.southparkstuff.com/specials/dead_friend_sketch_-_monty_python_tribute/

and http://www.videosift.com/video/Trey-ParkerMatt-Stone-Charlie-Rose-Interview
●Filmmaker:  Alexander Payne (Sideways, About Schmidt)

Influences(s):  Luchino Visconti, notably The Leopard; Michelangelo Antonioni, notably L’Avventura; Federico Fellini

Source:  http://film.guardian.co.uk/interview/interviewpages/0,,1381440,00.html
●Filmmaker:  Kimberly Peirce (Boys Don’t Cry, Stop-Loss)

Influences(s):  (1) Stylistic influences--Martin Scorsese’s Raging Bull, Stuart Rosenberg’s Cool Hand Luke; (2) The “American tragedy” films named by Peirce as an influence—Richard Brooks’ In Cold Blood; Terrance Malick’s Badlands; Nicholas Ray’s Rebel Without a Cause; Elia Kazan’s Streetcar Named Desire
Source: (1) http://www.answers.com/topic/kimberly-peirce;  

(2) http://www.moviemaker.com/directing/article/kimberly_peirce_3334
●Filmmaker:  Sam Raimi (Evil Dead)

Influences(s):  John Huston’s Treasure of the Sierra Madre; George Pal’s The Time Machine; Fritz Lang’s Metropolis
Source:  Talent Bios, Special Features on the Evil Dead DVD 

●Filmmaker:  Philip Ridley (The Reflecting Skin)

Influences(s):  Stanley Kubrick; Brian DePalma; Andrei Tarkovsky

Source:  Falsetto, M.  (2000).  Personal visions:  Conversations with Contemporary Film Directors.  Los Angeles, CA:  Silman-James Press.

●Filmmaker:  Stefan Ruzowitzky (The Counterfeiters)

Influences(s):  Sergio Leone’s One Upon a Time in the West

Source:  http://filmmakermagazine.com/directorinterviews/2008/02/stefan-ruzowitzky-counterfeiters.php
●Filmmaker:  Martin Scorsese (The Aviator, Taxi Driver, Casino, Gangs of New York, The Departed, Goodfellas, Raging Bull)

Influences(s):  (1) John Cassavetes; (2) Kenneth Anger; (3) Val Lewton

Source:  (1) http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/scorsese_m.html

(2)  From printed guide to The Films of Kenneth Anger Volume Two DVD set


(3)  Martin Scorsese Presents, Val Lewton:  The Man in the Shadows, Turner Classic Movies original documentary, 2008

●Filmmaker:  M. Night Shyamalan (The Sixth Sense, The Village)

Influences(s):  Stanley Kubrick; Peter Weir; Roman Polanski’s Rosemary’s Baby; Hal Ashby’s Being There

Source:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/films/2004/08/11/m_night_shyamalan_the_village_interview.shtml
●Filmmaker:  John Singleton (Boyz N the Hood)

Influences(s):  (1) Francis Coppola; Steven Spielberg; Martin Scorsese; (2) Gordon Parks; George Lucas’ Star Wars

Sources:  (1) http://filmforce.ign.com/articles/376/376180p1.html

    (2)  http://www.mymovies.net/interviews/text_feature.asp?featureid=FTRE/264/2002200109080773&sec=interviews
●Filmmaker:  Kevin Smith (Clerks, Mallrats)

Influences(s):  (1) Martin Scorsese; (2) Richard Linklater’s Slacker

Source:  (1) http://www.paramuspost.com/article.php/20060830203503641

(2) http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9900E4D81F3DF935A25753C1A962958260&scp=1&sq=a%20lot%20happens%20at%20a%20convenience%20store&st=cse
●Filmmaker:  Steven Spielberg (ET, Schindler’s List)

Influences(s):  Four films he always watches before beginning production on a film of his own:  Akira Kurosawa’s Seven Samurai; David Lean’s Lawrence of Arabia; Frank Capra’s It’s a Wonderful Life; John Ford’s The Searchers

Source:  unknown (several over the years. . . )

●Filmmaker:  Quentin Tarantino (Pulp Fiction, Kill Bill Vols. 1 & 2)

Influences(s):  (1) Brian DePalma; (2) Sergio Leone; Jean-Luc Godard; Howard Hawks

Source:  (1) http://www.godamongdirectors.com/tarantino/faq/rose.html

   (2) http://www.geraldpeary.com/books/tarantino_interview.html
●Filmmaker:  Bertrand Tavernier (It All Starts Today)

Influences(s):  John Ford, notably Fort Apache, She Wore A Yellow Ribbon; William Wellman; Jean Renoir; Jean Vigo; Jacques Becker; Sam Fuller; Delmer Daves

Source:  http://www.wsws.org/articles/1999/jul1999/sff2-j10.shtml
●Filmmaker:  Andrej Wajda (Ashes and Diamonds, The Promised Land, The Maids of Wilko, Man of Iron, Katyn)

Influences(s):  French avant garde films—Luis Bunuel & Salvador Dali’s Un Chien Andalou and L’Age D’Or, Ferdinand Leger’s Ballet Mechanique

Source: http://www.wajda.pl/en/o_sobie.html
●Filmmaker:  James Wan (Saw, Dead Silence)

Influences(s):  The Hammer Horror films

Source:  http://www.ropeofsilicon.com/article/interview_james_wan_on_dead_silence
●Filmmaker:  John Woo (Face-Off, The Killer)

Influences(s):  (1) Alfred Hitchcock; (2) Akira Kurosawa, Francois Truffaut, Federico Fellini, Stanley Kubrick, Sam Pekinpah

Sources:  (1) http://www.moviehole.net/news/2902.html

(2) http://www.godamongdirectors.com/woo/faq/wooview.html
●Filmmaker:  Edgar Wright (Shaun of the Dead, Hot Fuzz)

Influence(s): (1) Dario Argento; (2) Specific influences on Hot Fuzz--Sidney Lumet, William Friedkin, Don Siegel

Source: (1) www.spaced-out.org.uk/about-spaced/interviews/edgar/house.shtml

(2) http://www.avclub.com/content/interview/nick_frost_simon_pegg_and
●Filmmaker:  Caveh Zahedi (I Am a Sex Addict; Tripping with Caveh)

Influence(s):  John Cassavetes; Walter Murch; Michael Ondaatje

Source:  http://www.braintrustdv.com/interviews/metaphysician.html
