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been as lucky, Wittkowsky remembers
when several out-of-town lmmakers
spent three days walting for their filns,
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which never armved Anothes

showed 9t 2 few davs earlier, then
apparently musplaced st

In 1999, a foreign film arrived
writhioral 'H.|_|=_'|||I-_"\- Fortunate I'\.' Sai
Linle Love was mn French and sall drew
 respectible crowd

The teaival was less lucky that vear
when Sony ictures -|'|||"',‘l'l{ Langa
Lesion instead of the scheduled Taspo
Apparently, Alm cans for both were
ﬂt!l'l\.hl}

krew about the mux-up untl the film

labeled simply “Tango.’
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mmiany reguested: refunds afterwand

[Despite the missteps, what festival
staff amd patrons remeniber nuost are
the trimmpls

It took rwo years of 2 am. phone
calls
deceplion Fegal .1II|!_I i "I1'|I.'\-'\a.|||_:!.I Lk,

1997 Wirtkoowsloy finally landed

ind faxes bo Japan, plus some
biix i
the film Loee Letter, which he'd
“fallen in leve with.” Audiences also
adored the film, and it became a
festval favore

iima il Sam

Waterston and John Heard discossing
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politics and philesophy, was a surprse

Wittkowsky recalls the

hat m 1991

festival had o semid & privane plase for tler actay

ai i -
sudience “went crazy for the film

There was electriciey in the aar
tollowang the screeming
Also  memorable  wae  the

docomentary Retum with Honor. In
1999, ¢ plaved the fesrival and the
festrval's FlmSlam screenings for high
Favad Foeam, a

FilmSlam volunteer, admit, atpdents

school students
often aren’t the most sedate audiciices
while watching the hlms. However,
durng this film about prsonets m the
Hanoi Hilton, the kids were nearly
silent. I've yer o be at any other
seocening that quiet,”

Forman and Wittkowsky regularly
cite the Brivish heartbreakes Lamb,
from 1987, as one of their |~rul:der
discaveries. People can judge for
themselwes this vear, when the festival
revives it a4 part of the twenty fifth
anniversary celebraton

In 1992, the lestival secured the
world premiere of Robert Aloman's
(Other
wiarld prenuere feamres nclude Blake
Edwards 11991),

Foeteman’s Dave [1993) and former

comeback film The Plaper
Switch Ivan
Clevelander Joan Mucklon Silvers Fidh
i the Bathiub (1995)

In 199K, the festval's commimment

lail me Bok: diprcior Ratet Allman casse 1o

feren i TRRS o imirodece iz film Strvamers

tor eastern European film resuleed in
the LI.5, premiere of Jiri"Menzel's
fark: o o String. banned by Crech
authortes for miore than pwenry years.

Of coune, twenty-tour vears have
produced a few head-srratchers
Wittkowsky sull wonders why Sondra
Locke's bomb Rathey, about a hali-
to break
1987, Mok to

merntion another unbkely fesoval tilm,

man, half=-rat erving nto

showhiz, screened in

Troma's grade-Z horror comedy Clas
af Muke "Em Higlr

Up Close and Personal

Visioing director and acrors also can
prove memorakble,

Im 1979, Peter Falk was Supposed (o
fly in from Wazhmgion, 3.0, to
introduce a film the mext dav. Falk
went to the wrong airport, mssed his
plane and called to say there were no
miere thght. S0 Forman . lled Burke
Lakefrone Airport, comvmced someone
o v ro Washagton ind charer plane
and pick up Falk. Forman's trumph
was tempered only slightly by che
small tumout o see Falk

The next vear, Forman was amazed

day after winning an
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Eom the tesoival s early vean, who
pravided very personal service ta
tany visinng blmmakers

Veleran teviry |!!1|'|,'|- fim Wolan

and haren Bloombeld stll marvel an

the afternoon they S L 15¥ 84 ki

Roberr Altman, here with Sercamer

Wolsn valunteered o take Altman
when his

around, and

girltriend
decaned 1o po along, he invited old
AT LA

They ook Altman to

end  and devore:
Bloomfiell
ipeiking cogagement. then for lunch
s 3 lew heers before b thight

Altman insisted they call him
Bob, told stortes shour making

MY H, invited them to viwt his

I Mew York offices and praised the
fetival for letting ham interact witl
e movic bovers

Erenmally, Waolan and Bloeomificld
matried, one of several marriages
sparked by the festiva

Other celebrated festival puess
Janet
Legh, Kitty Carliste Hart, Alan Alda
Waillace Shawn, Paul Barrel, Johs
Saples, Harry Dean Stanton, Hal
Hirtey. Atom Epovan, Joan Micklin
diber, [erry Suiller, Maximalian Schell

oe Exrerhon and Diebra 'Winger

e included Frank Capra

Almost Famous

Ube festival s 3 grear place to
Blserver actor and directon

Ferrman arill
Wnknow

malls

L :'IIII_ kles about then

Wesley Snipes being

Major

mored dut ngE the

Leagwe premiere, as people flocked
around co-stars Corbin Bernsen and
i"\-'l' 1.:'.'| I'-l'!

Festivalgoers aren't surprised by
Fusell Crowe's stardom, having ween
hiam i Praaf (1992, f{_-.-ulp.: Srowmiper
(1993}, Sifver Stallfon (1994 and The
Sam aof [

Befor: | I.-I,.
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Flockhart looked for

Calista
ove at the
festival o Telling L

Milk and Momey

o Awwerica amii
1997). Jennifer
Laper wans seem in MV Familia [1995)
belore 1|I|' |'\"\.'|.ill"':' I SEAf. _||||] lte
hadn t become beautifonl for Robers
|!-i.'|||_.'_||| when fesrival sudierices
bm i Mgt on Bantle (1992} or Th
Nowrarer | 19961

Many succewfn] directors had carly
shaorts and features in the festival

Betore direcong Base fatine, Paul

Vierhoewer wiid 4 repected European

Marry Dlrgn Stawmion i By o

direcror wiath Sl af I'.|r.|l|_.".; in the
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Highlights of CIFF 2001

Ihe crowd-pleasing Australian comedy The Db starmemg Sam MNeill

will be the opening night film for the 25th Cleveland International Filim

Festival. Dhrector Rob Sicch & scheduled ro attend the sc reemng of his

filet, which 1 based on true events

involving 3 small Auuralian town

amdl ch L poilie XTI o |;||_!|||3.-_

Fhe testival runs March 15-25 at Tower City Cinemas an The

Avenuoe at Tower City Center in downtown Cleveland

This year's anniversary celebration also will include an opening night
trihute to twenty-five people and organizabions instrumental in building
the festival and a series of memorable flms from the festival’s histor

Each day, the festival will have a retfospective screcming of one past
film, mcluding the notorious Hed B 1y Bubhy, Baslkea, Characier, Diva
Lamb, Lopiime [ T, Lowe Letter, T 1]’;_.;..:. of Karpar FHaser
strnger taee Paradise and the Hent of the Feo Sharty progran

Ihe festaval alse will prescifl about seventy othet feature fiflms ired
more than 100 shor subjecs from dozens of countnes

Likely highbhphts include the swodent and

il i
coftrovernal hims | N

trom Augivalia and Loiv's a Bich Irriii Mevice: the award Wwinning Karran

musical l'.-'l.'l-ll;l"-i'l._'. » mental health film forum. !l_-.||||'r|||!_|| veversl [l
the offbeat Beaver Trilopy sbout an Olivia Mewton-John impersonator
starming Sean Penn and Crospin Glover; and several new films fron
castern Eur ] 11 o 14 -l-l-jllljl_r.ll' avankmaer § fatest Chesancike.

For mformanion about purchasing film fesval passes or tucke, call
216-623-FIL.M
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Former Cleveland Play House actor Alan Alda trades quips with film buff Dick Celeste.

street” and the open-mouthed reaction
of his 70-year-old theater manager to
an explicit oral sex scene.

Four years later, Jean-Luc Godard’s
Hail Mary sparked protests and bomb
threats. Forman checked under every

seat and hired security to sit facing the

audience during the sold-out
screenings.

In 1990, audiences flocked to two
unrated films — the festival didn’t

accept the MPPA’s X rating for the

“disturbing tone” of The Cook, the

Thief, His Wife and Her Lover and

Henry: Portrait of a Serial Killer.

More recently, 1995’s Bad Boy
Bubby, sort of an Australian Forrest
Gump with incest, murder and a dead
cat, prompted applause and walkouts.

Yet the

controversy was not a film, but its

festival’s  biggest
decision in 1991 to move from the
Cedar Lee to Tower City.

Tower City had a central location,
more screens, bigger restrooms, a
convenient food court and an attached
hotel to host visiting filmmakers.
Festival staffers feared moving
downtown would alienate long-time
patrons, but were overruled by a
unanimous board of trustees, which
thought the move was essential.

Today, virtually everyone agrees
the move was necessary. “We couldn’t
be half the festival we are now if we

hadn’t moved,” Wittkowsky admits.

Melinda J. Benson has been attending CIFF
since 1988,



