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What makes a YouTube (comic) hit? 

Content Analysis Codebook

October 25, 2009
COM 633 Version

SAMPLING STRATEGY 

1) Stage 1: Creating a population of “candidates” for Top Funny videos 


A) Go to www.youtube.com

B) On the main page, use the keyword “funny” as a search string (expected to generate millions of results)  

C)  Sort the results according to View Count

D)  Proceed to the page you are assigned (i.e., the page that corresponds to your coder ID # minus 20—e.g., with the ID 29, you would look at page 9)
2) Stage 2: Screening the results (selecting Funny videos understandable in English)  

Use the following criteria to determine whether the video will be included in the sample: 

A.  Humorous intent



1. Poster intended video to be viewed for humor/to be estimated as funny  



2. Poster did not intend video to be used for humor/to be estimated as 


    funny 



9. Cannot determine

Only if the answer to A. is 1, continue screening: 

B. Language (of title and video) 

1. English -- The title and video are using only English

2. Other/Understandable – The title and/or video use partly or solely a different language, but the video can be understood by a (monolingual) English speaker (e.g., when a video has subtitles or is mainly non-verbal)   

8. Other/Not understandable – The title and/or video use partly or solely a different language and they cannot be understood by someone who speaks only English; or, the audio may be disabled on the video due to copyright issues 

Only if the answer to B. is 1 or 2, include video in the sample 
CODING SCHEME
1.  Coder Name & ID:  The coder’s name and ID number (from attached Coder ID list) 

2.  Video ID:  The ID number of the analyzed video (your coder ID followed by a decimal and a sequential number; e.g., 29.1, 29.2, 29.3, etc.) 

3.  Date of coding: Month, day and year (record in the form mm/dd/yy)
A. “YOUTUBE-GENERATED” INFORMATION  

The information in this section is provided by Youtube (i.e., not generated by the coder); see screenshots that follow to see where to find the information for variables 4. – 14. 

4.  Video title:  The title of the video; type in word-for-word  

5.  URL: The video’s URL

6.  Length:  Record in minutes and seconds as shown on YouTube (e.g., 4:00)

7.  View count: As appearing on the day of coding

8.  Date uploaded to Youtube:  Record in the form mm/dd/yy

9.  Description: The description of the video; enter word-for-word 
10.  Category:
1. Autos & Vehicles
2. Comedy
3. Education

4. Entertainment
5. Film & Animation
6. Gaming

7. Howto & Style
8. Music
9. News & Politics
10. Nonprofits & Activism

11. People & Blogs
12. Pets & Animals
13. Science & Technology

14. Sports
15. Travel & Events
16. Trailers

88. Other (specify)

11.  Tags: List all the tags attached to the video
12.  Number of Video Responses:  Indicate the number of video responses to this video

13.  Number of Text Comments:  Indicate the number of text comments made on this video

14.  Number of Videos Posted by this Poster:  Click on “More from: [poster’s ID]”, then scroll to the bottom of the insert window to see how many videos have been posted by this poster
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B. “CODER-GENERATED” INFORMATION 

Information in this section is based on the evaluation of the coders 

15.  ORIGINAL SOURCE of the video (not the necessarily the poster):

1. Corporate/professional—source is a major producer or distributor of video entertainment, such as Disney, a broadcast network, a cable network, a Hollywood film studio, a major advertiser or advertising agency, etc.

2. Indie (attempt at professional quality)—source is a producer or other creator who clearly has approached the video from an attempted professional standpoint, but is not affiliated with a major entertainment concern (this would also include a professional comedian on stage, if not clearly shot by a ‘professional’ organization). 

3. Amateur (no attempt at professional quality)—source is an individual or group with no clear attempt at producing professional-quality material (e.g., just for fun; includes home videos)  

9. Unable to determine 

16.  SEGMENT OR WHOLE:


1. Video is a segment of a larger original (e.g., a clip from Chaplin’s 

The Great Dictator)

2. Video is complete presentation (e.g., One Semester of Spanish Love Song)

9. Cannot determine

17.  ONLINE SERIES:

1. Yes – the video is an episode in an online series (presenting consistent performers or characters in a consistent setting, designed for online consumption)

2. No


9. Cannot determine  

18.  GENRE:

Select only one. 

‘Oops…’ funny moments:

 Funny “home video” and “Candid Camera” style pieces, capturing people (or animals) in unplanned embarrassing/surprising/amusing situations in daily life (categories 11-14) or in media (category 15); or capturing pranks by ordinary people (category 16) or by media professionals (category 17)  
11. Unplanned (America’s Funniest Videos-type) clip(s) — Accidental injuries only 

12. Unplanned (America’s Funniest Videos-type) clip(s) — Animals doing funny things only

13. Unplanned (America’s Funniest Videos-type) clip(s) — Babies doing funny things only

14. Unplanned (America’s Funniest Videos-type) clip(s) — Other/compilation of various things showing unplanned embarrassing/surprising situations
15. Unplanned (America’s Funniest Videos-type) clip(s) in a Media setting — Funny/embarrassing/unplanned moments occurring to people who appear in the media (generally, media professionals), in shows which are not necessarily funny – e.g., in news, talk shows, documentaries, or sports.  

16. A prank or practical joke pulled on other(s) by a regular person or persons

17. A prank or practical joke pulled on other(s) by a media professional 

Music/funny songs (live or animated): 

21. An actual music video (amateur or pro) – of a funny song or a funny treatment of a song

22. Music video re-do — uses already-established music with new video

23. Lip-synch music video — Real people or animated figures lip-synching a song 

24. Music Mash-up — combining 2+ established music pieces (e.g., Beatles plus the Monkees)

“Funny talk”: 

 Genres in which humor is generated mainly by the performance of funny talk (and in some cases - pantomime) in front of a camera or an audience. 

31.  Funny ‘Vlogging’ — (video blogging) -- a single funny commentator talking to a  

       camera  

32.  Stand up comedy — A comic performance by a single comedian who speaks directly 

        to a live audience; Unlike ‘vlogging’, the audience is present in the video – 

        either seen or heard  

33. Talk show — a comic show with a host and one or more guests 

34. Talking funny — other    

“Funny performers/stories”: 

Genres in which professional or amateur comedic actors perform funny ‘plays’ and other stories.    

41. Narrative comedy — A fictional film-type comic presentation 

42. Skit comedy show/sketch — A short comic ‘play’ – clearly acted on a stage 

43. Funny Commercial/campaign — A funny promo for a product, company, NGO

      or political candidate

“Funny video manipulation”

51. Funny Animation 

52. “Manimation” — A crude animation of a photo (e.g. George W. Bush’s face on an 

       animated body)     

53. “Machinima”—video game content that is repurposed with new or additional audio/captions/balloons; characters behave not as expected (e.g., Red vs. Blue)

54.  Video Mash-up – combining 2+ established video pieces 

Other
77.  Combination of genres—list them numerically

88.  Other (describe)

99.  Cannot determine

19.  PARODY  

We define parody in this context as a video using a known genre or a specific show (e.g., commercial, documentary) in a playful/parody/mocking sense (this includes both ‘live’ and animated versions):    

Does the video include parody? 

0. No  

1. Yes-Parody/”spoof” of documentary (either a specific program or the genre) 

2. Yes-Parody of news (either a specific program or the genre)

3. Yes-Parody of sports (either a specific program or the genre)

4. Yes-Parody of narrative drama (either a specific program or the genre)

5. Yes-Parody of narrative comedy (either a specific program or the genre)

6. Yes-Parody of commercial (either a specific program or the genre)

7. Yes-Parody of music video (either a specific program or the genre)

8. Yes-Parody: other 

20. - 40.  TOPICS  

For each one of these topics, please indicate if it appears or is talked about in the video or not.  Also, indicate whether there is any humor intended (by the poster) as related to the topic.

	Topic
	Description
	A:  Appears?
	B: Intended humor by poster?

	 20.  Gender 
	The video deals with aspects related to sex-roles and relationships between man and women, including, for instance, femininity, masculinity, inequalities between men and women, romantic relationships and marriage.
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	21.  Sex/Hetero 


	The video deals with heterosexual (i.e., between men and women) sexual activity or preference.  
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	22.  Sex/Homo 

	The video deals with homosexual, lesbian, bisexual or transsexual sexual activity or preference.   
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	23.  Sex/

not specified 
	The video deals with sex, but the sexual preference isn’t specified
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	24.  Scatological
	The video deals with scatological issues (related to excrement and excretory functions), such as urine, farting etc. 
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	25.  Politicians
	The video deals with a specific politician
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	26.  Terrorism / war
	The video deals with issues related to terrorism and/ or war 
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	27.  Current events/

Politics
	The video deals with current events and political debates (For instance – an earthquake, a football match etc or a demonstration), which are not politician or terrorism/war oriented   
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	28.  Media
	The video deals with the content of media such as computers, mobile phones or television (e.g., in parodies on a specific show or a computer game) or with media technologies (e.g., robots, mobile phones)
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	29.  Ethnicity/

race/

Nationality 
	Ethnicity, race or nationality appear as themes in the video (i.e., it is not enough, for instance, that an Asian actor takes part in a video – his ethnicity needs to be ‘marked’ and dealt with) 
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	30. Religion
	The video deals with religious faith/habits/groups
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	31. Workplace
	The video deals with the workplace environment (e.g. office, factory).    
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	32.  Habits
	The video deals with human habits such as smoking and drinking
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	33. Sports 
	The video deals with sports (e.g. a specific game, a specific athlete)
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	34.  Dance
	The video deals with dance and/or dancers
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	35.  Music
	The video deals with music (e.g. the music industry, a specific musician)
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	36.  Product
	The video deals with a specific product (e.g. a type of food or a car)
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	37.  Celebrity
	The video deals with a famous person (which is not a politician).
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	38.  Animals
	The video deals with animals and their behaviour
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	39.  Parent-child relationships
	The video deals with relationships/interactions between parents their and children 
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	40.  Other 
	A topic which is not listed above is central in the video (Please specify on coding form)
	0 = No 
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes


41. – 53.  FEATURED CHARACTERS 

Please indicate for each group whether one or more are featured (i.e., speaks and/or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more total).  Also, indicate whether the character(s) in that group are used as target(s) of humor in the video (as intended by the poster): 

	Group
	Description
	A:  Appears?
	B:  Humor target?

	41.  Women
	One or more of the featured characters (who either speaks and/or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is a women 
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	42.  Men
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks and/or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is a man
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	43.  Caucasians 
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks and/or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is Caucasian 
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	44.  Blacks
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks and/or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is black 
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	45.  Asians-East 
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks and/or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is from East Asia (e.g. from China, Japan or Korea)
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	46.  Asians-other
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks and/or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is from other parts of Asia (e.g., from India or Pakistan) 
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	47.  Other ethnic/race group 
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks and/or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is from an ethnic / race background that is not mentioned above 
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	48.  Adults
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is an adult (estimated as aging between 18-65)
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	49.  Children/babies
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is a child or baby (estimated as under 12) 
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	50.  Teenagers
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is a teenager (estimated as between 12-17)
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	51.  Elderly
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is an Elderly person (estimated as older than 65)
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	52.  Live Action
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is shown as live action (moving, photographic video/film)
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes

	53.  Animated
	One or more of the featured characters (speaks or is shown in close-up or medium shot for two seconds or more) is shown as animation 
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
	0 = No
	1 = Yes
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5.  The url for the video is here 





This is the poster’s ID








6. The length of the video is shown here (e.g., 1:42)





8. The date the video was uploaded to YouTube is here





4.  The title of the video is shown here





Click here on “more info” to find more on the video’s description, its category, and tags





7. View count is shown here





11. After you click “more info,” the list of tags is found here





10. After you click “more info,” the category is found here





9. After you click “more info,” the video’s description is found here





12. Scroll down to see Video Responses 





13. Scroll down to see Text Comments





14. Scroll down within the small window to see how  many videos have been posted by this poster








