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Kaiser: So I’m here with author, webmaster, tour guide and architecture connoisseur Shawn Hoefler: To start out, do you live in Cleveland?
Hoefler: I do.

Kaiser: How long have you been a resident?

Hoefler: I’ve been living in greater Cleveland for probably about ten years and I’ve been living in Cleveland proper for about five.
Kaiser: And before that?
Hoefler: I originally grew up in Salem, Ohio, which is about 30 miles south of Youngstown.
Kaiser: Does anything stick out to you about living in Cleveland?

Hoefler: Obviously the built environment, the architecture, the lake I mean there’s just so many different things on that level and the fact that it’s still one of the larger cities that’s still pretty affordable by most peoples standards and that’s a pretty good thing for me.
Kaiser: What’s your job?
Hoefler: I’m a graphic designer. I’m an art director for an engineering magazine which kind of ties into (architecture). I’m not an architect by trade but am working in a somewhat related field.
Kaiser: When did you first become interested in architecture?
Hoefler: It was one of those questions people asked “what do you want to be when you grow up” and I wanted to be an architect but my math skills were a little substandard to say the least so I ended up going into graphic design.
Kaiser: How long have you been doing this work?
Hoefler: That I’ve been doing for about 12 years now.
Kaiser: What is Clevelandskyscrapers.com?
Hoefler: It’s a nonprofit website that is dedicated to providing images and information about the architecture of not only Cleveland but also northeastern Ohio cities including Akron, Canton and Youngstown. I started it in the mid-90s on sort of a free-for-all unpaid website and it sort of snowballed into a hobby of taking photos and collecting info mainly through the library and different sources. I compiled all of that and it’s become sort of a side hobby for me and then eventually led into publishing the book.
Kaiser: It mainly focuses on Cleveland’s architecture, specifically of downtown?
Hoefler: I tried to keep it limited even between say Cleveland State and the Cuyahoga, there was still plenty I had to keep out due to space concerns.

Kaiser: When did it go online?

Hoefler: My website officially as a domain name of Clevelandskyscrapers.com went online in July 2000

Kaiser: Any future plans for the website?
Hoefler: Pretty much keep building on it I keep saying o maybe I should take a break and then ill have a camera with me and you notice subtle things like weather changes and it gives a new lighting pattern on a building and really makes it stand out 
Kaiser: On you’re website you have their building with spectacular views and it clear you have a fascination of skylines and the exteriors of buildings. Does this also extend to the interiors of buildings?
Hoefler: It’s one of those things where I started out just being the architecture enthusiast. It was more an exterior thing but as a learned more about it, it has grown more to an appreciation the interiors of the building site plan urban planning which you know is kind of like those side things you learn as you go along
Kaiser: I am doing my report which is on west 3rd and...
Hoefler: Huron and prospect, its part of the you know terminal towers groups so it’s you know once you find the terminal tower it pretty easy to find

Kaiser: As a segue in to that, it’s an art deco building, do you want art deco is?
Hoefler: Art deco is a movement that started in the early 1900s. It came out of the school of decorative arts I want to say in Paris. And the basically the movement involved sort of a celebration of industry machinery sort of the machine age the industrial age where instead of the nice frilly decorations of neoclassism or art noveau, art deco was more angular and geometric and that reflects that whole machine age mentality
Kaiser: It ended in the 30s?
Hoefler: It ended in the 30s with the great depression art deco the jazz age, everything like that kind of went hand in hand, and when the depression hit people were not happy with much of anything

Kaiser: I read that the post office is one of the last.
Hoefler: Yeah it was planned in the late 1920s but not started until 33 or 34

Kaiser: It was a WPA for FDR.
Hoefler: I think that was one of the reason it went through, being a government instead of a private investor and whether the Depression happened for not it was going to go through
Kaiser: Notable on the structure on the top is a gargoyle like eagle, this would be the gothic thing you were referring to?
Hoefler: No, that’s more, the Old Post Office Building is one of the more restrained examples of Art deco not only in Cleveland but in the region there's plenty of little bits here and there that use an art deco motif but overall it’s one of the more simplified forms given the size of the building I think that’s why they went wit that if they made everything super stylized it would be a little overwhelming 
Kaiser: When you enter the Old Post Office, the actual office is a small part of the building, do you know what the rest was used for?
Hoefler: The building itself was built over railroad tracks back in the day Cleveland was the 6th largest city in us and you had a lot of the postal service back then was being used heavily. It’s built over the same tracks as the Terminal Tower and everything else in that complex is built over and they had different ways and complexes you know pneumatic tubes over the train to send it out
Kaiser: Yeah I heard Cleveland had one of the first sorter machines, okay I want to jump back and talk bout you’re book, it’s called Cleveland DT architecture, what’s on the cover?
Hoefler: That is of the old federal building which is now the Metzenbaum court house, also the main library and there a little of the BP building and a view of pub sq it’s a view from the Terminal Tower observation deck
Kaiser: When did you begin writing it, it says that you published it in September 2003?
Hoefler: Right in about 2002 the national historic preservation organization had their conference in Cleveland and I was contacted before that by arcadia publishing Midwest acquisitions office they asked me they had said they came across my site and thought it was real informative and had interesting info and images they asked me if I had written a book or if I had and interest and I said not really cant say that I have. At the conference they said if you like to meet us you can show us around downtown and you can show us about everything. After showing them around I sat down and that’s where they got the idea. There's a caption on the website saying "the leg weary tourists" that’s because I walked them all over downtown showing them things here and there and it was in the Huntington building in Sammy’s on the 21st floor that we you know pretty much signed a deal to put the book together and that was 2002 and about 1 year ½ later it was published 
Kaiser: Is it just the publication of you website basically or are there any additional information?
Hoefler: It’s a little more simplified that my website just because there is more stuff on my website because of space constraints and my book is more oriented towards people like myself, architecture enthusiasts it’s not meant to be hugely scholarly research book I like to have good information in there and good photos and everything but there's people who write far better technical papers and books than I do and I will happily leave that up to them
Kaiser: Is there a particular focus on the book, like a favorite building?
Hoefler: Some of the landmark buildings that people pretty much instantly recognize I devoted some attention to the Terminal Tower, Key Tower the old arcade a few other buildings I tried to focus on just because I knew people would be really interested in them
Kaiser: Do you prefer the older or the newer?
Hoefler: I cab honestly appreciate both I think the older buildings give us a sense of where ewe been and the newer ones give us a sense of where were going I love the fact that key tower you can see it from the turnpike you can se it pretty much from all over northeast Ohio and not too many cities can say they have. Well just because our topography, like Pittsburgh has some great buildings but they’re all hidden by the mountains

Kaiser: The Terminal Tower is referred to as the grand dame.
Hoefler: It’s more the fact that it’s such a tall building such a for it’s time it’s the tallest building outside of NY for I think 30 yrs it’s just compared to the BP building, key tower and there’s other buildings it’s pretty the decantation it goes all the way up to the top you have to have binoculars to appreciate the very top cornices and everything but the fact that they still did it it’s, still not even ostentatious 
Kaiser: How does that compare to the art deco style we were talking about?
Hoefler: That would be considered neoclassism
Kaiser: And where does that fit in on the timeline?
Hoefler: That’s one people tend to pick up on that every so often It t was pop pretty much in the late 1800s through late as the 40s and some people have suggested it’s pretty much like the Stalinist buildings in Russia
Kaiser: Getting back to the post office and art deco, beyond the post office what buildings does art deco influence?
Hoefler: In downtown Cleveland there’s a few the most sign would be the Ohio Bell Huron road building now SBC, the one that inspired the writers of the superman comic book that inspire the daily planet building with sort of the set back s and everything else there’s a few buildings that walker and weeks who did the Old Post Office building they did the I think it’s the Schulte building that us now the site of the Marriott residence inn on Euclid and 6th they did the remake of the Euclid Avenue entrance to the arcade and that s very much AD in style if you look at it. People think it’s all Victorian because it’s built in 1890 they don’t realize it was this renovation Walker and Weeks worked on it in the 1920s which was this art deco style
Kaiser: I thought I read I the court house and the library were art deco. Were they art deco and Walker and Weeks?
Hoefler: No they were neoclassism some people say it’s beaux art that B-E-A-U-X I believe I'm not the best French speaker so those pretty much fall under that category as well

Kaiser: So Walker and Weeks did not just specialize in art deco?
Hoefler: They kind of wavered between a lot of neoclassism you'll find that pretty much the case and then art deco seemed to be sort of a later trend for them

Kaiser: Walker and Weeks is big part of my project can you enlighten me on anything related to them do you know when they started when they’re company began?
Hoefler: I think of northeastern Ohio what he worked on there were some pieces in he 50s that might have been I think that when they were rapping up it’s like a lot of people said it’s pretty unheard of for architectural firms back in the day to go as long as they did and the only other one ,most people can think of is Burnham and Rue which you know it’s the same they use the term architectural factory to describe them and that’s not an insult to say they churned out deigns it a just the that they did so much work in such a long extensive period
Kaiser: It says you give tours of Cleveland?
Hoefler: I do pretty much on an informal basis there’s also sort of an online architectural we call ourselves geeks because were not architects we don’t claim to be although some people may work close to the business we’ve met and we’ve had meetings of you know upwards of 20-30 people that do walking tours

Kaiser: You ever think about driving a Lolley the Trolley?

Hoefler: having been on Lolley the Trolley I can absolutely appreciate what those people do if I was to drive Lolley the trolley there would be some unfortunate incidents because I would get distracted-I’m a better guide than a driver ill just put it that way

Kaiser: Doing it officially?
Hoefler: Because Cleveland, there’s a lot of great things about Cleveland unfortunately the weather’s not one of them so it would have to be a seasonal thing and I have to pay my bills and it would be nice to do full time year round basis but I don’t know how realistic that would be but it’s something I’ve considered at least on the side
Kaiser: About the Euclid Corridor Project it doesn’t just relate to Euclid Avenue it extends to the places that are in conjunction with Euclid Avenue what do you think of Euclid Avenue it’s kind of shoddy in some places and…
Hoefler: It definitely needs polished up I think a lot of especial Clevelanders more so it’s almost like an inferiority complex as though other cities across the nation don’t have a rundown main street that don’t need to be patched up almost all of them do
Kaiser: Do you think Clevelanders embrace that?
Hoefler: Well they think oh it’s just rundown it’s terrible when in reality it’s just isn’t Euclid Avenue have been there the people have left when you decentralize a city and take away all the big draws for Euclid used to be retail well it moved out to the suburbs with everyone else and they have to fins a new use for it and the best way I’ve seen them do it is this whole adaptive reuse and just using historical preservation finance credits to take care of the buildings polish it up and I think that Cleveland's managed to do that on such a large scale they’ve been finally able to get something like the Euclid Corridor Project going
Kaiser: From an architecture standpoint if you were to speak to a Euclid Avenue restoration committee what would you suggest in terms of making the older buildings look better or building new buildings?
Hoefler: As far as the older one look better I think again Cleveland has aside from New York City had the peen station demolition and Cleveland had the Euclid avenue mansions being demolished and I think that’s kind of their shot in the arm that reservation movement in Cleveland needed what I would suggest is the older bull ding that exist there a stretch between and 14 hat on the street level probably the most rundown but if you look up at some of the older buildings they look in pretty good shape and they’re just beautiful gorgeous nice scale like 7 8 story buildings that a little elbow grease and a little; creative 
 Kaiser: By sixth needs work.
Hoefler: Yeah and those I remember when I first moved up this way and started working in downtown these buildings were just dilapidated and falling apart it’s one of those things you don’t notice it everyday and then you say geez I wish they’d fix it up you look back a few years from then and “they’re pretty patched up people are living in there now” that was almost unheard f maybe 10 years ago

Kaiser: Where’d you go to school?
Hoefler: Kent State University
Kaiser: Did you major in architecture?
Hoefler: I actually started out as a graphic design major there were some issues with the school of though it’s a great program I would never take anything away form that but it wasn’t the best fit for me so I ended up going into fine craft which is actually jewelry and metalsmithing it’s kind of weird how that worked out and eventually ended up working in graphic design anyways
Kaiser: So you grew up in Salem and went to Kent State. How did you develop the interest in architecture when you grew up in this rural place and not really seeing many big tall buildings?
Hoefler: In my hometown the tallest building is the like the hospital where I was born and that’s like the hospital which is 4 stories the population is maybe about 11000 people I remember it exactly though it was coming over the 480 valley view bridge dad actually used to play rugby all the time and we used to go with him to where he was playing, my mom I and brother would go to whatever city he was playing in just to do some sightseeing walking around checking things out been to Youngstown you know and it’s like ok that’s kind of cool when I was on 480 and the Valley View bridge I was about 6 yrs old and I saw the Terminal Tower and I think at the time the only other really tall building was the tower at Erie view and you know to  a 6 yr old kid it was like the emerald city off in the distance like wow I’ve never seen anything that tall in my life that I can remember and that kind of gage me the appreciation for it and my folks will testify to that I just never really didn’t mind where I came from but they knew it wasn’t going to be the place I was going to spend the rest of my life
Kaiser: Before you briefly compared Pittsburgh to Cleveland how does Cleveland compare to other big cities in terms of architecture such as designs?
Hoefler: In all honesty it’s not you’re not going to find a whole lot of crazy out there architecture like one of the big trends right now especially in New York you’re seeing a lot of there’s all glass buildings that look like these huge crystal shards it’s really incredible what they’re doing with the materials and everything but you’re going to have a hard time finding that kind of envelope pushing work in Cleveland just because Cleveland as far as design wise and everything s else it’s a little more restrained than others.
Kaiser: Do a lot of other major cities besides Cleveland have a lot of those newer buildings?
Hoefler: There’s New York City they’re chic coming up with a few like that there one in Philadelphia that like that it’s one of those things that I think at one point that Cleveland will finally realize we have all this historic architecture that so many other cities would love to have and so now they’re maybe hopefully going to try to push things a little more toward something interesting and envelope pushing.
Kaiser: Because I used to go to Marquette in Milwaukee and driving through Chicago, I noticed that while waiting in traffic for four hours?
H hfajjjkl;kjl;H hfda;sljkH I’ve been on the Dan Ryan expressway.
Kaiser: It seemed to me with my untrained eye that Cleveland is like a small section of Chicago I mean I don’t know if I noticed anything unique about Cleveland, maybe the Terminal Tower?
Hoefler: There is a lot of similarity because if you look at the cities round the great lake you know Detroit Chicago Buffalo Cleveland even Toledo you’re going to see these buildings that were pretty much with the exception of Chicago all these cities hit their peaks in the early 30s and that was about it it’s been a decline ever since and there hasn’t been much reason to build new buildings after that point so whatever was built is more of an anomaly than anything. Chicago is the birthplace of the skyscraper they I believe it was the reliance building was built there and once you set a precedent like that they had their entire city wiped out by a fire so they had a chance to start from scratch if Cleveland had that chance whose to say that Cleveland wouldn’t have turned out a little differently another thing about other cities is that one of our best assets Is the lake well it’s an asset unless you’re trying to build a skyscraper because when the glaciers came through the lake pretty much dug out a whole bunch of sediment and dumped it right on the lake Erie shoreline right where downtown Cleveland sits so if you want to build a building a super tall building in chi you have to dig probably about any here 20-50 feet you’re going to hit bedrock Cleveland you got to dig down 200 feet and that adds up as afar expense that’s why a lot of buildings in downtown are 400 feet because they can use a different technique.
Kaiser: Are there any new buildings being built in Cleveland ?
Hoefler: A few there’s nothing over 12 stories being planned there’s one under construction right now that’s being wrapped up that’s the pinnacle condos on w 9th and lakeside and there’s another one it’s on the west bank of the flats it’s stone ridge plaza as opposed to Stonebridge towers and that’s going to be another 12 story building it looks like it’s going to be a lot of metal and glass. Its going to be a really contemporary look for Cleveland which I think will be nice especially on that side of town.
Kaiser: You also have on the cover of you’re website Akron canton and Youngstown are they growing cities with there buildings?
Hoefler: I wouldn’t say they’re growing. As far as there infrastructure they’re growing and replacing I spots Akron has a really interesting project going on right now with their art museum. The it’s one of the first design by the group coup himablow that’s being developed and actually under construction in the US and it’s really going to I think invigorate that part of downtown Akron they’re also doing some work by the university over there but there’s nothing really that you’re going to people would be tourists for I guarantee once the am in Akron is finished people are going to be making their way to see it.
Kaiser: What would you call the architecture style of the new glass buildings in New York City you were talking about?
Hoefler: Really it’s so new that it’s that it’s give it about 10 years and who knows it’ll be the crystal movement I don’t know.
Kaiser: Do you think that would benefit Cleveland?
Hoefler: If there was an actual legit reason to build it I would think so just because it’s good for peoples psyche to see a city that’s changing and being built and under cont things are happening and on a grand scale like that you cant miss it when key tower was being built people knew wow there’s something knew whereas with the smaller projects they’re great for filling everything in on the street level and getting some vibrancy that way which is always a great thing at some point people kind of there’s a little bit of excitement and a little bit of hey lets see something happen.
Kaiser: So it an esteem problem?
Hoefler: It’s that and it’s what’s the phrase it’s the economy stupid there’s not an additional call for 1 million square feet of space for office buildings in downtown Cleveland when there's a 20 percent office vacancy rate.
Kaiser: Do you think Clevelanders are more pessimistic than others?
Hoefler: Oh absolutely and the thing is I have know so many people who have visited Cleveland they have moved to Cleveland from other cities and they love it so much more than people who grew up her people who grew up here all they can think about are the negative things and I don’t want to say that about everyone but it’s just unfortunately more often the case then not .
Kaiser: Yeah the outsiders don’t talk like the Clevelanders do?
Hoefler: Yeah outsiders are like well and it’s like technically when I was growing p I split my time evenly between Pittsburgh and Cleveland and I’m not quite an outsider being from northeast Ohio but I still wasn’t really attached enough to know the years the city went bankrupt and everything else so you know I think that gives me a little bit more I guess I’m glad because I’m not so attached to how it used to be and I see well it definitely needs some work but I see things changing and improving.
Kaiser: I want to talk about Cleveland State for a minute. What’s the significance about fenn tower?
Hoefler: That’s actually another it’s definitely art deco in inspiration it’s a little more it’s def unusual it’s not made out of limestone like a lot of the art deco buildings were but it has those accents around the cornices and everything else that definitely give it that art deco flavor.
Kaiser: So it was built in the 20s?
Hoefler: It was actually built as believe it or not as the union club on Euclid and 12th sort of a private men’s social club.
Kaiser: Right there’s like a ballroom in there.
Hoefler: Yeah and it was just pretty much for the people to hob knob and smoke their cigars and everything else and I had heard once it was being vacated a few years ago it was like oh I hope they’re not tearing it down because it’s a really handsome building than when I heard they’re converting it into dorms I’m just like oh perfect because the floor plates on it aren’t really built for anything you cant really get people to move in there to use it as office space so.
Kaiser: It’s been declare a historical building so it can’t be torn down is that right?
Hoefler: I don’t know if they actually designated it as a historically protected I do know at some point they were pretty much weighing all their options but they ruled in favor of preserving it and reusing it.

Kaiser: Are you part of a historical society?
Hoefler: I am not a lot of people have asked they’re kind of surprised to learn 1 that I’m 33 instead of like a lot of people who publish books with arcadia tend to be retirement age they have a lot of time to devote to these things and the fact that I’m technically not a native of Cleveland and the fact that I’m not a member of the WRHS the C rest Soc I think they’re all great wonderful groups it’s just my time frame and schedule doesn’t allow for much more than I can do right now.
Kaiser: Does your interest in architecture extend to history, well to what extent?

Hoefler: Well it’s the whole people have said there’s so many ways that people remember civilizations through literature and through other forms and one of the things for me is that when we all pass on chances are buildings like the Terminal Tower and the Key Tower will still be there if people have enough sense not to demolish it buildings like the arcade will stay and that will say something about who we are and how we lived and it’s like some said it like these huge building and even the smaller ones are publicly accessible pieces of artwork it’s like public art in it’s largest form for me there's so much about it it’s like where do I start.
Kaiser: What’s Cleveland oldest building?
Hoefler: Technically, at least on its original site the oldest building would be the Dunham Tavern museum. I believe it’s near 55 and Euclid and I believe even the structure is a recreation.
Kaiser: Tallest?
Hoefler: Key Tower.
Kaiser: Do you know how high?
Hoefler: Yeah it’s 948 to the very top of the spire it’s 888 feet to the top of the steel pyramid.
Kaiser: Floors?
Hoefler: 57 office floors plus 6 maintenance floors in the pyramids.
Kaiser: Is that one of the biggest architectural undertakings the cities ever done?
Hoefler: It depends when you include excavation and everything else by far the terminal tower group that was like something that few ever cities had ever seen that was the second largest excavating project after the panama canal and you can imagine how much work that took definitely building like key tower the BP buildings those are super tall buildings compared to others and had to be dug out 200 feet under the street level before they could even put anything above the streets so those are pretty substantial.
Kaiser: Do you do any architectural consulting?
Hoefler: I get people asking questions sometimes it’s people who lived in Cleveland an were interested if a building is still standing I’ve also had some people groups contact me for using my photos form my site I’ve also had a few people ask basically what area should they visit in Cleveland what buildings should they look it’s nothing I could ever really set up as official but I give them a little itinerary. Pretty much most questions I get are personal interest or people requesting photos.
Kaiser: Now Cleveland had the galleria and some other buildings constructed for urban renewal would that be considered along the same lines as those new New York buildings?
Hoefler: That section of town is actually where I work the buildings are all seventies style some of them are international style with really simple lines they look like big shoe boxes they’re silhouettes I think as much as the galleria has had issues keeping tenants since it opened It replaced this wide open plaza not used for anything when it was built the tower at Erieview was isolated by itself from 64-87  so that actually made the area welcoming and it made that one part of downtown not as brutal and oppressive as some of the other buildings UR in other cities in 70s CSU is a product of that. Fortunately, they’re correcting some of those mistakes, these big boxy buildings are impressive in a way but seeing them everyday, they’re not as inspiring as they could be.
Kaiser: I like the Louis Stokes building when was that built?
Hoefler: ’97, ‘98 I think.
Kaiser: Anything special about it?
Hoefler: I like the fact that they combined the cylindrical tower with the glass but they still added the 4 corners with the masonry that kind of matched the cornice lines of the other buildings in that group plan. I don’t care for that they didn’t keep the cylindrical form on 6th street, which was trying to respect and reflect the fed bank but it looks just like a flat wall of masonry. The best part was the restoration and improvement of the Eastman reading garden which sits in between the two library buildings that’s probably one of the best public spaces in Ohio it’s fantastic.
Kaiser: Are they doing renovation the Metzenbaum courthouse?
Hoefler: That’s just been wrapped up, it’s one of the most recent renovations I haven’t been in it yet but it looks like they did a great job. They added a skylight it’ll be interest how they incorporate everything.
Kaiser: You work in the Penton building?
Hoefler: Penton media building it was built as the bond court office building named after a street on that site.
Kaiser: Do you have a favorite part of Cleveland?
Hoefler: I can appreciate almost everywhere I like Superior Avenue because it’s an unbroken streetscape I like Euclid Avenue even with all its issues because there’s an important charm to it and If they can get things going again as they’ve started by 4th I think give people a sense of hope again.
Kaiser: What does Cleveland need building wise?
Hoefler: The one area of Cleveland I like and love to see a lot of change to is the warehouse district the buildings still they’re fantastic. Not many cities still have them and would love to have what we have. There’s also a parking lot between st. Clair superior w 3rd and w 6 that.
Kaiser: What are you’re opinions of the lakefront?
Hoefler: I like what it could be, I like how they’re going make the shore way more manageable and connected to the city I’m a little concerned with the 50-year grand plan. Well a lot of us won’t be here or way to old to enjoy it so I’m hoping they can fast track some of the no brain good idea aspects, and then give thought to spots that need work.
Kaiser: Do you appreciate stadiums?
Hoefler: I appreciate them for what they are, I’m not much of a sports fan I think browns stadium was somewhere else but they had problems and had to keep it there. I would like to see something more functional to get more use then eight games a year there’s such little return on a huge investment. On the other hand, Jacobs’s field is brilliant. People see it, location, parking allows to check out city. Buildings have been restored because of all the people the games attracted.
Kaiser: The rock hall, do you like it?
Hoefler: It was supposed to be south of tower city center but was built on the lakefront it’s a little removed from downtown, so it has little access in winter, I think it need pedestrian bridges but it’s a great building.
Kaiser: Do you have a favorite city?
Hoefler: Again, I like them all.
Yanoshik-Wing: I have a few questions what do you think of Frank Erie building?
Hoefler: I like it Cleveland has such a great history of historic buildings that a building or two I would not want to see every building built in that style but I like the fact it shakes things up a little it’s kind of a breath of fresh air. There’s climate ice and snow issues in the wintertime but I think people will find a way to work around that or appreciate it for what it is.
Yanoshik-Wing: Does your website have buildings that are in existence or old building?
Hoefler: I always focus on existing buildings because there’s some good site about demolished buildings, CSU has one id like to see it expanded there’s another, the Cleveland memory project which has a lot of info and photos of demolished buildings. If it is pertinent to a building on my site, I’ll mention it and ill use a photo if I have one.
Yanoshik-Wing: Do you do photographic comparisons?
Hoefler: Yes, I’ve done that before, for example with a building next to the may company building that was renovated.
Yanoshik-Wing: Do you live in an interesting, amazing building?
Hoefler: Not amazing but interesting. I live in a Tudor building on Lake Avenue between west 104th and west 117th.
Yanoshik-Wing: Have you thought about developing a walking tour for you’re website?
Hoefler: I’ve thought about it but I don’t know if I’d be able to coordinate it.
Yanoshik-Wing: Is there something you attribute the architectural restraint you referred to to?
Hoefler: I think Cleveland’s peak was in the 30s and that sobered everyone and established this culture.
Yanoshik-Wing: Are you familiar with the Believe in Cleveland movement?
Hoefler: I’ve heard of it I haven’t seen their site or anything, but I want to say it sounds good but I would be concerned it would be contrived like other efforts, making efforts to make Cleveland out to be something it’s not. I'd like to see them do something a little more down to earth.
Kaiser: To close, do you have advice to someone with an interest in architecture?
Hoefler: Yeah just because you don’t have a specific ability in a field don’t give it up or think that you can’t be somehow involved..
Kaiser: That’s it. Thank you.
