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Today is Tuesday November 7, 2005, and this is the start of an interview with David Cantrall here at Cleveland State University.  My name is Eugene Yakubov and I’ll be the interviewer.  The interview is done in connection with the Euclid Corridor Project.

The facilitator will be Professor Mark Souther.

Yakubov:  How are you Mr. Cantrall?

Cantrall:  I’m good this morning, thank you for asking.

Yakubov:  Before we begin discussing the City Mission, and your role in the

Organization.  I would like to get to know a little about you.  Where and when were you born?

Cantrall:  I was in 1952 on November 29th in Shaker Hts Ohio, in the Lemont are I was born.  I was the youngest of three children, three sisters and one brother.  My brother lives here in Cleveland, my older sister, I have a sister in Kentucky, and one in California.  My mom and dad they were married, they were together for sixty-three years, they are both with the lord now.  I’m married, I have been married for eighteen years, I have a son, he is nine years old, and I have two grand children.

Yakubov:  How long have you lived in the Cleveland are?

Cantrall:  I lived in Shaker Hts till I was 13, then we moved to Beachwood.  I moved to Beachwood when I was in 8th grade.  My dad was a painter, when I was 13 he got the idea that he wanted to take care of Apartments buildings, like a superintendent, like a custodian.  So starting then we had a stable income.  I had a great school to go to.

Yakubov:  Is Cleveland the only city that you have ever lived in?

Cantrall:  Yes.  I lived in Miami when I was 3 years old for a year.  Then I went to school, at OU for 9 month.  So pretty much I have been here.  I went to Cleveland State and I graduated in 1984.  I got a degree in Psychology.

Yakubov:  Do you enjoy living in Cleveland?

Cantrall:  Yeh, I really do.  The weather, the change of seasons, this is home, my brother is here, my sister is here.  I have always loved the Beachwood area, and Shaker are, even thou I live in Chesterland now, a country suburb, but my roots are here, I have a lot of commitments now in the city.  This is my home.

Yakubov:  How do you like living in Chesterland?

Cantrall:  Its like so great, after a great day of work, to come home and see the trees the beauty, I have about 5 acres where we live, I love just going out in to the woods, I love doing work around the house.  We have a stream by where we live, so we enjoy it.  My wife loves to garden, she is a gardener.  I have two dogs and cat.

Yakubov:  What kind of dogs do you have?

Cantrall: A little, it’s called a phinpincture terrier mix, than a little poodle.  The poodle was my moms, than when she passed away we adopted the poodle.  So we have a lot of fun with them, there both eight years old.

Yakubov:  How did you first hear of the City Mission?

Cantrall:  Well, we been going to a bible study in Willoughby Hills since 86, oh 1986.  Than one day someone came to our bible study that was a missionary, and they didn’t work at the Mission, but there uncle worked at the Mission.  So we heard about there work, and campus crusade, than they told us about the City Mission, and there Uncle Harry Banfield.  So our bible study, we decided that it was a good thing to go down and serve food to the men at the Mission. 

Yakubov:  Were your parents involved in the organization before you?

Cantrall:  My parents were never involved with the City Mission, but Harry Banfield he was kind of the first name that we ever heard, and so we called the Mission.  I think I had  another contact, years ago when I used to come down to the bars and stuff, back in the early 70s I remember going by the Mission and seeing a cross, on St Clair, we were on St Clair and West 4th.  Yeh, we came down and served a meal, first time coming down, the leader of our bible study thought that these guys are probably drunk, so there probably not going to eat a lot, so we didn’t prepare a whole lot.  We prepared Spaghetti, and those guys ate it up like crazy. We boiled the spaghetti we didn’t put in enough water, so it was all one big mush, so that was our first introduction.

Yakubov:  As a volunteer?

Cantrall:  Yes. As a volunteer.  We had, I had a chance to share my testimony and share what Christ has done for my life. So than Harry Banfield, I got to meet him when we were down there, and he invited me to come work for the Mission a short time later.  

Yakubov:  So, you initially got started in the Mission in 1986?

Cantrall:  You know it might have been 87, the summer of 87.  Than I started working in the Mission in October of 1987.

Yakubov:  Was your son involved in the Mission also?

Cantrall:  My son, no he had not.  My son, at that time he was 11 years old.

Yakubov:  How old were you when you first started in the Mission?

Cantrall:  I was 33, I’m 52 now.  It’s been really now, talking about history, I have see history in the making.

Yakubov:  If you were to describe the City Mission, how would you describe to somebody who’s is not familiar with it?

Cantrall:  City Mission is a group of people who have been born again of the spirit of god, who’s Mission in life is to share the good news that Jesus Christ had died for the goodness of all men.  He is welcoming everyone to come to him; he is welcoming everybody, to know him, to love him.  For people to come out of their sin and to trust in the lord, and than to meet the needs of those of society, you know that society ahs forgotten or overlooked.  Its really the Mission to really reach out in the name of Christ and love, to those who are hurting, homeless, sick mentally, spiritually, men, women and children, teenagers, that’s really are hearts cry, for al people to come to the lord.  So a lot of the people who come to us have broken lives you know, the average guy, you know I work with me, and its amazing that 90 percent of men that I work with have just incredible backgrounds of abuse, neglect, Most of the guys are African American, and have gone thru the mill, and have abused themselves and abused others, and used alcohol, and drugs, and just are on the brink of giving up.  So, we get the privilege to share the hope of the gospel, and to get someone a glass of water, something to eat.  To gather in the people of the city, its not just people who work there, it helps connect people from all walks of life.  So the City Mission helps connect people from al walks of life, all colors, all class levels, come to serve the homeless, the helpless, its really a privilege.  

Yakubov:  Would you describe the City Mission as a social service organization?

Cantrall:  Yeh, it would fall in to that category.  Our main Mission is Christ, and people coming to know him, and then meeting people’s physical, and social needs, and then helping people reconnect to society and families.

Yakubov:  Is the main goal of the City Mission to rehabilitate somebody that has had a broke life?

Cantrall:  We use the word transformed, it’s like somebody had a broken leg, than they would go to the doctor to get rehabilitated, to their former state.  But our goal, our gospel says that a men needs to be born again, new spiritual life, so that’s goal that people would be transformed, and they would have a whole new life, and we see it happen, on a daily basis, it is the power of god.

Yakubov:  Do you think that someone who comes to the Mission has to buy in to this thinking, or they just accept it?  

Cantrall:  No, I don’t think most people want it; they don’t know what they want.  I can identify, I mean I never came to the Mission I came to prison 20 years ago, I didn’t know, I wanted something, I was desperate, I was in the same state, I was at the end of my rope.  So I heard of the word, of Jesus Christ, people told me about him, I really wasn’t specially looking for him, I had Buddhism, so he came to me.  A lot of people are just coming, because they are really desperate, of course the average person would say I’m just coming because I’m searching for god.  So many of the people that we see, just tell you what you want to hear, so many of these people are used to surviving as addicts, or by other means.  So you just have to accept that, and understand them, and to help them realize that they don’t have to do that anymore.  They don’t have to con anybody any more, or play games, and then the lord has brought some wonderful people on staff that can see right thru that and that person can identify, he knows all about me. There was a guy just like me, he knows all about all the games that I play. 

Yakubov:  Would you say that the City Mission helps people who come to the Mission find their identity?

Cantrall:  Yeh, good point.  Because I think that, that’s a common theme, I’m lost and what is my purpose.  And that’s what we hope to get thru, that everybody has a purpose.  So many of the guys that come in don’t know who they are, there father, hardly any of the guys had a dad at home, so their identities are usually messed up.  Most traumatic childhoods, people just come down and hear some tragic stories, or what these people have been thru, and their backgrounds.  What a privilege to have a mom and dad, and who love me and stuff, and care for me.  The average guy who comes to us, experience nothing near to what I had, or what you had, and it is going on everyday in the city.  

Yakubov:  How discouraged do you get upon hearing some of these stories; does it bring a tear to your eyes?

Cantrall:  There is hope, because its really healing, it’s so good to hear guys express themselves, you know.  Instead of drinking and drugging now there is an opportunity to finally tell their story.  They have been told all their life don’t cry, men don’t cry, its not manly, and they have been through all kinds of abuse, and then to see these grown men cry, its really healing time for them.  

Yakubov:  What has been your personal role in the City Mission beginning in 1986?

Cantrall:  Well when I came there were about 10 staff members, on West 4th and St Clair, I was hired to be the maintenance men and men’s foreman, where I would assign men jobs around the Mission, and then also where I would fix things.  There were very few Staff possessions, there was one man who served the role, at one time, before, this man was not only the maintenance men, but he was counselor, the chaplain, the program director, and the bus driver.  Then over time the Mission got a little bigger, then they hired me, are staff was very small, so we were many hats.  What I liked doing most, working with the men, and sharing god, and love with them.  So than after a few years I moved towards being more of a counselor type of role.  This is what I really liked. There was so much work to do, there was tons of people to see, so much work and not enough staff. You couldn’t spend more than 10 minutes with anybody, but the lord brought more people to help out, then we were able to get in to more of a counseling chaplain role.  

Yakubov:  So you became a counselor? Where you counseled these men?

Cantrall:  There is about two others like me; we have a group of wonderful people on staff.  In the 18 years I’ve been there I have been able to see a transformation on the Mission, where we are able to help these men so much more.  When I first started we had so little time, the men would just stay there, they didn’t do a lot of things, and they would often go back to drugs and alcohol.  Over the years the lord has brought in more people, where the men can help these other men, it is tremendous; the success rates have been skyrocketing.  Were seeing, families and people come together, it has been completely incredible.  

Yakubov:  So how would you describe what you do as a counselor?

Cantrall:  I do a lot of listening, do some sharing of my own life, give some advice some direction, but often times just being somebody a person can talk too.  So many of the people who come to us have just lived a life of isolation, cut off, and they just been drinking and drugging, and really not communicating.  So, people like me are here to be somebody that another man can open up too.  I think another role I play is to just keep the team, where you know, everybody just working together.  So as the team of staff members, we have to stay on one accord, be on the same page.  It works so great when we are on the same page, sometimes we get off, but the lord helps us get back on.

Yakubov:  What is the most discouraging part of your job?

Cantrall:  Somebody relapses; this is still after all these years’ bugs me.  It does happen, it does happen.  But what is encouraging now, is that we don’t give up on people, like if somebody relapses, well give them a second chance.  We give them many chances, if they relapse again, then we try to find another program for them, but I say that, that is the most discouraging, but hey that is part of life.  But we dint want to enable either, so we try to keep a strong boundary there.

Yakubov:  How sad do you get once you have built a relationship with someone, and then they just relapse?

Cantrall:  You love them, and then what were you thinking, but then we sit down, and bring the pieces together; it’s like a map, what led up to this.  I think in the past the lord has helped me mature a little.  

Yakubov:  Do you take the blame?

Cantrall:  At times, you know, but that’s not right, although I got to make sure that I’m doing all I can.  What mistakes did these men make, what mistakes did I make.  I learn everyday, everybody ahs a different story, I learn from my staff.  You get these guys, who are incredible hardened criminals, and then you get a suburban kid, and they all have a pretty common ingredient which is sin, and pain, pain.  The try to cover up, they try to num it up, they have gotten used to covering it up.

Yakubov:  What is the most enjoyable part of what you do?

Cantrall: I love to see families get together, sometimes well invite a guys wife to come in, and there is one guy who came in three different times, and that’s what I mean you can give up on people.  This guy kept messing up, and I kept calling the guy, and he has been married for 20 years, got three kids, found the lord and got saved.  We kept pursuing him, and he came in went thru a program, and we another staff member that came in Ed Krause, it was a blessing to him, and he helped with this intervention.  Now he is back with his family, his wife, happy as can be, he is in the church; he comes to the Mission to volunteer. So those are great times.

Yakubov:  Do you think that the majority of the people now at the Mission are walk ins?

Cantrall:  Yeh, but I would say, that a lot of people, are also referred, or a mom would say go here, somebody will bring somebody down, it’s hard to say, but I would say that 30 percent of guys are being either coming from the courts, somebody bringing them down or referring them.

Yakubov:  What is there incentive?

Cantrall:  Being put out, they don’t have anywhere to go; they have blown all their money.  Usually their wife or girlfriend said get out of the house, or usually they came from jail and don’t have anywhere to stay.  You know, some people really come here because they want to stop using; they really want to change their life.  Half the guys it’s really a mix, you don’t have anywhere to go, or you do have a place to go, it’s different for many people.  People will tell you, all the guys will tell you, this and that, because they want to get in to the program, they want to be able to stay, we want to help them, but that doesn’t happen over night.  So we have to have lots of patience, and also confront people with truth.

Yakubov:  Do you like what you’re currently doing?  Or would you rather be doing something else in the organization?

Cantrall:  I really like what I’m doing, but I can see my self doing something else sometime.  I just really have a heart for, like, racial reconciliation and community, you know, just maybe more community, just reaching out in to the neighborhoods.  That’s something that I’m not doing now, but I have done it in the past, but I would like to do it again.  We do a class called (Racial Reconciliation) just with the people at the Mission, it’s really, its good, I would really like to expand on that.  Do like a community do like a racial reconciliation project.

Yakubov:  What is this Racial Reconciliation project?

Cantrall:  Well it is part of are basic training, every month we try to take a group of men, in to are, we get the men and women together, and we put them thru a week long training.  The class they take is called a forgiveness work shop, where they learn to confront their pains from the past, and they learn to forgive.  We call it debt counseling, where they all this pain all their life, so they learn first of all to confront there pains and they learn to forgive, just like Christ has forgiven me.  I need to forgive my dad, my mom, my brother and sister, but I first need to recognize that I have been hurting I have been angry.  So they go thru two days of that class, then a class on fatherhood, then a class on Christian ethics, and then a class on racial reconciliation.  This class is only in its infancy, where we just talk about, like the names we call each other.  Towards animosity towards each other, white’s blacks and Hispanics, we can help people. This is where it comes to reconcile, first it comes with recognizing that I have been holding back when it comes to race, or maybe that I have not been true with my self.  If you get a group of people and ask them if they have prejudices, nobody will admit it, but almost most people have some.  Most people have some resentment.  There is a lot of racial conduct that is going on; I want to be able to help.

Yakubov:  How receptive and respectful are the different races in the City Mission?

Cantrall:  They respect each other; you know the white guys will sit with the white guys and so forth.  It’s good, we have not had much racial conflict, but you go thru who you’re most comfortable with, you know.

Yakubov:  What kind of affect does the change of seasons have on the City Mission? Do you get more people that come to the Mission in the winter as oppose to the summer, how does that work its way out generally speaking? 

Cantrall:  Well that used to be the rule in the winter there would be more, but now its full most of the time.  One of are staff members he always tells the men that the change of the seasons is where people relapse from summer in to fall it is incredible things could be going as smooth as can be, hardly anybody will relapse, but as soon as that change happens than people will relapse.  I think it is a change that maybe winter is approaching, you know, it must be an emotional thing an addict medicates feelings and what do you do when you go through some changes, and in the fall people go through more depressions and moodiness, you know. It’s amazing, and than in spring time, than things will set off, than the winter and well get lots of people its cold outside, so people pretty much will settle down, and get used to it, this new season.  Than spring comes along and the eruption will come again, relapses, it doesn’t have to happen, but we have to do a better job preparing them for it, but it does happen.  Than in the spring and summer than all of a sudden the ladies are out in incredible especially out in the inner cities, there all over and, and the men often times, the average guy that comes to us has been so used to having sexual relationships with women who are also addicts, that there like prostitutes on the streets.  So, when spring time comes up the ladies are just all over, the ladies are really dressing down and so they go through some real changes. It’s real tough because almost all the guys I remember talking to somebody yesterday ever since he can really remember every time he has ever had sex he was high, or drunk.  So having sexual relationships getting high are two that go together, that when you’ll see lots of relapse, you know they will look at the women they will go to have sex but its always accompanied with getting high.  They will pay her, she will want payment with crack, and that will be the cycle.  

Yakubov:  Do you think the first step to identifying that you have problem, is being able to acknowledge that you do have some sort problem of being dependant on something?

Cantrall: I mean if they want to get any kind of help, got to recognize you problem.  In like the first step of AA says that you have to admit that you are powerless, we look at as we are powerless with out Christ, without god we are powerless from this addiction, admit that we have a problem that I can’t handle on my own.  I’ am powerless over it beyond a power that’s greater than myself that’s god, and what fights that is denial so we denial says oh no I’ am just fine, denial is a refusal to believe something painful some painful reality.  That reality is that I can’t handle this life I have blown it, I cant have just one drink, I cant have just one hit I cant control my self, my life is a mess, but ill try to pretend that that’s not true, so Ill kind of lie to myself,, that what denial is.  You got to break free form that, or you’ll never stop using.

Yakubov:  Do you find your self giving advice more, or listening more, what do you do more off?

Cantrall:  No, listen, yeh it’s amazing, the better you listen the better it goes.

Without stating the persons name obviously is there a person that you have built a strong relationship with over the years at the City Mission?

Cantrall:  Yeh, there is few, but there is one man, I would say its pretty close.  He is back with his family, he is about, maybe a little younger than me, he has got three children.  He is a black man, wonderful wife, I feel very close to him, I can count him, he is like a helper now, and hell always be there.  Started, he relapsed three times, that’s why it’s hard to give up on people.  Than there is a guy he is out of the Mission, he is sort off the same age as my son, so he is doing good, that is nice.

Yakubov:  So you’re really close to him?

Cantrall:  Yeh, well I really see him at the Mission, try not to get together, and do something outside of the Mission, but it’s more than just a professional we got a spiritual bond.  And than there are staff members that came through the Mission, and now were really close, this one guy Wayne Bay, Reggie, Ed, Vance, I mean its incredible, these guys, its just miraculous.  There blessing other people now, they all came right through and James and many others.  In fact I would say that a third of are men’s staff came right from the streets, and they are some of the most affective people of the whole Mission.

Yakubov:  So thirty percent of the mission came from the streets?

Cantrall:  The means staff, we have an administrative staff that different, than Laura’s home, the women there aren’t to many there, but for the men’s staff that’s true.

Yakubov:  What kind of relationship does the City Mission have with the City of Cleveland?

Cantrall:  I’d say friendly, when we moved it wasn’t too friendly.  Years ago I don’t know if Harry told you about these we were looking for a place, so we really had to leave from Downtown Cleveland because it was going through gentrification you know, it was getting really nice down there.  So we had to look for a place and nobody really wanted us in their neighborhoods, so there were some strains than I think.  Really are new Mayor, probably be are new mayor today, Frank Jackson in his new ward, I believe he was there then, they opened up you know there hearts they opened up the doors, and we found this place on East 55th, which was old Jane Adam High School.  So, yeh it was perfect so right now, I would its good.  If you look I would say, if I step out of my role there it is a blessing for the city, the Mission.  From what the neighborhood was before it was this torn down building, not only the way the corner looks now, but the neighborhood, that are being changed; and really crime rate, really if we don’t reach this guy, this guy is going to leave here, he is going to rob somebody, he is going to do some nasty things.  So, you know, there are a lot of people who are committing crimes because they have found god.

Yakubov:  So in hindsight the Mission has contributed to reducing crime in the city? The Mission really does give them a shelter doesn’t it?

Cantrall:  Along with the shelter, a group of people that are having a place to stay and feed.  Than also children that have a dad at home that may not become who knows what, they may stay in school.  How about the guy that may break in to homes? Or other things, stealing somebody’s car.

Yakubov:  Has the Mission received any sort of help from the City of Cleveland?

Cantrall:  I don’t know about that, I know we can’t take financial, I don’t know about other assistance.  Maybe you know, I’m kind of looking forward maybe if Frank Jackson is the mayor well have a closer relationship.

Yakubov:  Would you say that a majority of the Missions residents now are from the surrounding neighborhoods?

Cantrall:  Yeh, very much.  Just, I would say maybe twenty percent; it’s amazing that I would say just how many guys are from that area.  Maybe with in ten blocks, than its funny there is a group of guys from Kinsman, that Kinsman area up by a hundred, an hundred 40th, there is a whole lots of stuff that goes on there.  So, a lot of guys come from there, than maybe the St. Clair area, it’s funny because I have never thought about this question before, but its true that we seem to draw from a certain are.  Than you get a few from the suburbs, you know, but there are certain areas, with high crimes, that we see a lot people.

Yakubov:  Are there any immigrants in the Mission now?

Cantrall:  Immigrants only come for clothing. Once in a while well get an African, we had an African man, once in a while.  We have had several, in the last three years we have had three guys maybe from Kenya, you know, I forget from what other country, I think one had to go back.  So, those guys, but no like Russian immigrants, because you know there is usually there is some social, strong families there.  We don’t get many Hispanics, you know talking about immigrants, we have two guys from Cuba, never, and I can ever remember anybody from Cuba.  It’s an interesting perspective, I guess he wasn’t afraid, but his experience here has been terrible here in the United States.  Talking about Fidel, you know how we have such a skewed outlook on Fidel, he was not very happy, the way things have gone here in the U.S.  Of course he came over here and he got sucked up here in some criminal stuff, and ended up having some trouble.  His view of the U.S. is not good, but what he says about Cuba is that you don’t have anybody out on the streets.  He can’t believe that here if you don’t have money you get kicked out of your house, where Cuba at least from what he is saying that, that would never happen, there that much stronger social network.  So that’s interesting to hearing from him.

Yakubov:  Do you think that because the City Mission has moved so much it has grown as a result of it? For the better of the organization?

Cantrall:  It has grown, when I was thinking back from the turn there from 1910 there, that Immigrant population.  It was focused on the needs to reach those people who were immigrants, and share the gospel with the city.  Over on West 4th, most of those guys were considered bums or hobos, on West 4th usually Caucasian alcoholics, and then around the time I came in crack was becoming popular, and then we got a lot of African Americans.  So a lot younger, as opposed to older people so it went from way back then which was immigrant families than it became more of alcoholic man.  Than comes crack cocaine, now comes younger African Americans people with serious drug addictions, along with alcoholics. They were coming from the city’s, that’s where most of the people were coming from.  So since we have gone out it has been a blessing, because now we have a neighborhood ministry, are youth department, we have a great youth department, we got an elementary school right next door, schools right around us where we could pick them up at.  Than the women’s ministries have just quadrupled, than the camp, right now there are a hundred twenty women and children.  At the Mission there are about a hundred men, ninety-eight. Than we have a youth program, they don’t house children, we minister to ids, buss them in, we have after school programs, we have basketball, gospel, and we administer to them, than we have a camp.  Various schools will go out to the camp and use the facility along with people from the Mission, churches, there is a beautiful gym, climbing walls, ropes course, 260 acres right on the grand river, there is a big pond, horseback riding.  So you take people out there kids and adult, its fantastic, were going out there today the man love it, to get away from the city, just get some peace.

Yakubov:  Do you think the Mission has any more motivation to expand?

Cantrall:  Well I don’t know of any plans right now, you know we have gone through a major expansion.  I mean from the time that I began there to now; we have gone form 10 staff to seventy.  Than all kinds of new buildings, this is kind of catch up time you know, I think to perfect what were doing, but I think in the future there is a great need to have a satellite.  I can see us one day having a satellite right in the heart of another neighborhood where we can do something.  

Yakubov:  Do you think that if the Mission had more beds open, than those beds would be full in a second?

Cantrall:  Because the Mission there is other places to go, just offers a little more, so I think people would come, but we have to match it with quality.  

Yakubov:  Do people ever get turned away?

Cantrall:  That has been happening a lot lately.

Yakubov:  Would you say that the Mission is somewhat financially limited to what it ca and cannot do?  Since it is ran by private donors.

Cantrall:  I mean that is true, if we had a bunch of 4 million or 5 million dollars we could do a lot more, but we don’t take any state or federal, so were limited to donors’ generosity.  Its individuals that make up the bulk, something like 4o thousand individuals, all those little ten dollars there, and there, it all adds up.

Yakubov:  What can you tell me about the women’s department?  How is the women’s department different than the males?

Cantrall:  Well, our boss, my previous boss, he is having quite; he is doing a real good job.  Not only now do you have an adult that’s having all kinds of troubles maybe an addict, maybe a victim of abuse or both, maybe has children, not being cared for, lots of disorganization there in the family.  So it’s a whole lot more care, so were trying to get it where what we do at the men’s Mission we do at the women’s Mission, we don’t want to keep reinventing things.  Often times you start something, I know it happened to me, I want to do everything new, I have my own ideas I don’t want to listen to somebody else.  So where trying to do that now, we have a brand new program, pretty new, at the women’s, here at Crossroads at the men’s we have been doing these for a number of years, so where trying to adapt it to the women’s mission.  That’s what were in the process now, just try to help, and learn from one another.

Yakubov:  Do the males and females have to go through the same programs to graduate the Mission?

Cantrall:  Yeh, pretty much, we try to line them up. They have a Nova educational program that they go through, its basic training, also a class called self evaluation, where you evaluate choices either Christ like choices or un like Christ like choices.  So were trying to duplicate things.  

Yakubov:  Doest the state of the economy affect the contributions of the Mission?  If the economy is doing bad, do you tend to receive less contribution?

Cantrall:  Yeh, I mean it was really bad after 9-11.  We had to let go of staff, but thank the lord there were a lot of faithful people that kept giving, and was tight in the middle of the expansion of Laura’s home.  So we opened up this new project, and then 9-11 hit , it was tough, god brought us through, right now its better.

Yakubov:  Has the contribution increased or decreased?  

Cantrall:  Oh, increased much, probably are budget when I started was a million or less, I’ am sure it was less.  Holidays, from now until Christmas this is where the huge amount of money comes in, people give at this time.

Yakubov:  Has the vision of the City Mission changed over the years?  Are the visions and goals of the Mission still the same, as it always has been?

Cantrall:  We got a great director, he came from Milwaukee, and he was in the Mission there, he again has emphasized that our Mission is just to share the gospel with everyone, lead people to Christ.  So, from the founding principals it really has stayed the same.  We have gone through some changes, you know were trying to meet people were there at today with out changing the gospel.  It would be so easy to get off and just meeting people’s physical needs, you know, become a social agency, but that wouldn’t be complete.

Yakubov:  What do you think the future holds for the Mission?

Cantrall:  The opportunities are fantastic I think for the Mission.  We got a whole city here we got so many people here that need the love of god, that need what we offer, and I’ am looking forward to a bright future of expanding.  I’m looking forward to uniting with other churches.  Bring people together to break through some racial barriers.

Yakubov:   How much longer do you anticipate being active in the City Mission for?

Cantrall:  Another day at least; Yeh, I can’t see anywhere else right now, I’m fifty-two, I love what I do, if I did anything else it would be something like these, or to expand what I’ am doing here.  So it’s just so wonderful to see people’s life change.

Yakubov:  Is there anything you would like to ask me?

Cantrall:   How do you like interviewing people?

Yakubov:  A little nervous at first but as the interview goes forward I get more comfortable at it.  Knowing that you attended Beachwood and that I was friends with your nieces made me more comfortable.

Well this is Eugene Yakubov and this is the completion of the interview with David Cantrall.  I want to thank you again for participating in the Euclid Corridor Project.

