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Bell:  This is Erin Bell and I’m here with Loree Resnik from Suburban temple in Beachwood and we’re going to be discussing Lake View Cemetery.  It is December 2nd [2005] and we’re at CSU.  So if you want to start by telling me a little bit about your personal background and your history with Suburban Temple.

Resnik: Okay my personal background:  I’m a lifelong resident of Cleveland and I lived for the first fifty-four years of my life in Shaker Heights, Ohio and I now live in Auburn Township.  I have a Master’s Degree in education and a certification in school psychology, but I left that profession and became Executive Director of Suburban Temple/Kol-Ami, a synagogue in Beachwood, Ohio twenty-seven years ago.  Anything else you’d like me to talk about?

Bell:  Well, maybe a little bit about Suburban Temple itself.

Resnik:  The temple was founded in 1948.  It basically was a split of from – mostly – a congregation, The Temple/Teferith-Israel, somewhat from what was then known as Euclid Avenue Temple, which would now be Ansche Hesed/Fairmount Temple.  It broke off for a number of reasons having to do with educational philosophy, the desire for a more pastoral rabbi and a smaller congregation.  And as such it was constitutionally limited in size.  And there was some conflict at the time about involvement in the formation of the state of Israel, and particularly the involvement of the rabbi at that time of Teferith-Israel, Abba Hillel Silver, and our congregants wanting somebody who was more focused on the congregation and pastoral work.  

Bell:  How long has the Temple had a relationship with Lake View?

Resnik:  Interestingly, when the Temple started its members as I’ve said had mostly been members of The Temple and Euclid Avenue Temple.  Those two congregations own Mayfield Cemetery.  When we formed our congregation, they said, “You’re going to go off on your own and you’re going to splinter off from us you’re not going to have access to Mayfield Cemetery.”  So we needed to find a place.  There was some interest in the possibility of going together with another congregation that was founded at almost exactly the same time, Temple Emmanuel, but that didn’t work out and the congregation decided it would have its own section of Lake View Cemetery.  That’s what happened then and it’s been an ongoing relationship.  

Bell:  Are there any special considerations that need to be made, either by Lake View or by the temple, in having a Jewish plot in a cemetery that’s not predominantly Jewish?

Resnik:  Yes.  It’s not a Jewish lot; it’s specifically a section.  It’s section 47-Daffodil Hill [sec. 45] of Lake View Cemetery and we do have very specific restrictions on our section.  First of all, a gravesite can only be purchased by a temple member.  Lake View gets our membership list; Lake View knows that if they’re going to be selling a lot in our section, they have to call me for approval of the purchaser.  Additionally, the headstones cannot have any symbols of any other faith on the headstone.  

Bell:  Are there any other areas in the cemetery that you know of where…

Resnik:  That are specifically Jewish sections?  No I do not believe there is.  

Bell:  Any individuals…

Resnik:  Well, Lake View is a non-sectarian cemetery, so yes I’m sure that there are people buried all over the cemetery that may be Jews.  I say that not really knowing that but thinking that’s what the case is.  But there is not to my knowledge, there is not any other section that is a particularly Jewish section of the cemetery.  

Bell:  Do most of your members choose to be buried there or do they have other options?

Resnik:  All of our members who choose burial are almost exclusively buried in Lake View Cemetery.  Every now and then, there is someone who has family plots in another cemetery that isn’t necessarily restricted by congregation as Mayfield Cemetery is.  And so they may be interred there.  And some of our members elect cremation and are not interred in the cemetery.  

Bell:  When I was looking at the area, I noticed that most of the monuments are pretty modest by Lake View standards.  There are only a few that seem really to stand out.  Is there any reason for that; is there a conscious intent to be a little more modest or humble?

Resnik:  That’s an interesting question, and historically - looking at Jewish cemeteries – if you were to look at Jewish cemeteries in Europe for example - I’m not sure how much you want me to expound upon this but.  A recent trip a year and a half ago, doing sort a Jewish heritage tour of central Europe, in the Jewish Cemetery in Warsaw, which had at one point about three million Jews.  I’m not sure if you’re aware of that, but pre-Holocaust it was a huge Jewish community.  There are all kinds of types of headstones and elaborate kinds of monuments at that cemetery.  So it isn’t historically that Jews over the years haven’t elected that.  I think for most people there is a kind of a standard of what they do, and it is that more modest - sort of typical - headstone.  We do have a part of the section called the monument row and there are more – I don’t want to put a negative spin on it, because that’s not the case, but – you know, larger and more expansive kinds of monuments.  But there was only really one row of our section that could even allow for those kinds of things.

Bell:  In the back there.

Resnik:  Yes, and that’s pretty much gone.  

Bell:  Now, were those people noteworthy in any way?  I noticed one of them was a recipient of an award – a peace award?

Resnik:  I wish I knew exactly who you were talking about.  I have a very good history of the congregation, because I’ve been in my job for twenty-seven years, which at this point is about half the life of the congregation.  But I personally don’t know who is in monument row.  If you knew the name I would probably be able to tell you.  They are probable more prominent people; people who make that choice.  First of all there’s a large financial commitment to making that choice so there has to be the means to do it.  And we have over the years had some congregants who were very well known both in Cleveland and beyond the city.  I’m assuming that and I can’t recall who won that prize; I may have known it at one time, but yes, I’m sure that is who’se interred at monument row – those people.

Bell:  Maybe you could tell me a little bit about how the congregants would use the cemetery – not only during the funeral, but in the years after that.

Resnik:  Well, typically – I don’t know if you want me to elaborate on what happens with a Jewish death situation, but – Jewish people are generally buried very quickly after death.  And so if you were an Orthodox Jew - which that certainly is not our congregation – you would be interred within twenty-four hours.  And it wouldn’t matter if people were out of town and couldn’t get there, that’s the ritual.  For our reform community, generally it’s going to be a couple of days, and particularly as people are spread so far family-wise – sometimes out of the country – you usually would wait until somebody could get there and then you would do it.  But there is a period then, generally, of about eleven months after the interment before the stone is set.  And there is a ritual ceremony that is involved in that.  Mostly in Cleveland we tend to call it a stone setting.  In eastern parts of the United States, Jewish people will call it an unveiling.  It’s really a community kind of thing.  In Cleveland, because of the weather, there are almost no stone-settings during the winter.  Like you wouldn’t have it on a day like today.  So most of them are held – however many months it might be – in the summer, late spring or early fall.  

Bell:  What is involved…

Resnik:  Oh, I’m sorry.  In terms of when you would go to the cemetery?  For many people they go on the anniversary of the death, which we call yartziet.  Many of us might go on Mother’s Day, on Father’s Day; right before our high holy days often we will go to visit the cemetery.  

Bell:  For the stone setting, is there any special ceremony?

Resnik:  Yes, there is a service connected to it.  I would say a vast majority of people have a rabbi who comes and leads that service.  Some people may elect to do that themselves.  It’s usually a much smaller scenario than the funeral itself.  And it’s mostly immediate family and maybe the very closest friends.  

Bell:  How does a Reform temple like Kol-Ami differ in terms of dealing with death than a conservative temple?

Resnik:  With a stone setting?  

Bell:  Just in general…

Resnik:  Just with the cemetery situation?  Well, I would tell you that our congregation differs with others in some ways in Cleveland because we don’t own the cemetery.  So for example, Mayfield Cemetery, you would buy the cemetery lot through the synagogue itself.  We don’t sell them; Lake View does.  That’s different.  Immediately upon the death, if they don’t already own a lot, they’re not contacting the temple for the purposes of buying a lot.  They’re contacting Lake View.  But in terms of what happens before the funeral?  

Bell:  In general, the whole process of…

Resnik:  The death ritual?  Okay.  Somebody dies.  Generally, the funeral home is contacted.  Ninety-nine percent of our members would use Berkowitz-Kumin-Bookatz Funeral Home.  It’s the Jewish funeral home.  They would make arrangements to pick up the body and take the body to the funeral home.  There is no visitation at the funeral home.  People do not receive people at the funeral home.  Generally, in our faith, we don’t have visitation prior to the funeral.  The only people who might come to your home and talk to you prior to the funeral would be your closest family or very close friends.  The funeral itself is held generally at the funeral home.  There is a family room part of the funeral home.  Unless people close the family room, which sometimes they do because of the circumstances they just don’t want to see anybody at all before the funeral.  But most of the time, you would go into the family room, you would greet the people in the family, you would express your condolences and then you would go sit down in the other larger area of the funeral home where the service would be held and where the casket would be.  Almost all Jews don’t have open caskets.  The casket is closed.  The reason for that has to do with our tradition that, the person who is deceased can’t look at that person, the other person ought not be able to look at them.  It’s just something we don’t do; it’s pretty foreign to us.  And so when we are participating in a funeral that isn’t Jewish, and there is a viewing, there is often a discomfort on our part because we’re just not familiar with that; we’re not used to it.  The service itself is almost always conducted by a rabbi.  There is a ritual to the service itself at the funeral home, and sometimes a relative may speak.  I would have told you twenty years ago, the rabbi always delivers the eulogy.  In recent times, often times a child says something, a grandchild says something.  I was just at a funeral where two friends spoke.  That’s becoming more and more commonplace that that’s happening.  And then the interment is after the funeral.  Generally, someone at the funeral home would say, “Those of you who are going to the cemetery, we’re going to leave.”  Everybody walks out of the funeral home, waits for the family to come out of the funeral home, the casket to come out of the funeral home.  Then they get into their cars.  One group, who is going on to the cemetery, goes on to the cemetery.  The other people who aren’t go back to work or wherever it is they’re going.  Do you want to know about after the funeral?

Bell: Sure.

Resnik:  The interment itself.  The Mourners Kadish, which is our traditional prayer, is done at the cemetery, not at the funeral home.  The burial.  The family often is invited and any friends who want to shovel in a little bit of soil – because, the tradition that we bury our dead ourselves.  We really don’t do it.  That’s sort of a symbolic gesture.  And then the family goes back generally to one of their homes - the close relative of the deceased, the child of the deceased, one of them – and people receive them.  There’s a traditional meal that you have after a funeral.  Everybody doesn’t do this.  Sometimes there might be just sweets or finger sandwiches, but there is a traditional meal that typically is a Jewish after-funeral food.  Typically particularly the mourners, but also other people who are there would have a hard-boiled egg.  It’s a symbol of life; that life continues and life goes on.  And usually a kind of deli tray from a delicatessen generally that we have smoked salmon and smoked fishes and tuna salads and things like that.  The mourners are invited to the table – first, I should backtrack.  As soon as they get to the house, the memorial candle is lit.  That’s usually done by the rabbi.  It burns for seven days - it’s a very large candle designed to burn for seven days.  That is a period called Shiva, which is the Hebrew word for seven and is the immediate time of mourning - not after the funeral but after the death.  Reform tradition, we actually usually do three days, but you still light the Shiva candle, the seven day candle.  Then the food is served.  The mourners - who would be considered children, spouses, parents of the deceased – eat first and are served generally by friends who do this for you and set this all up and make sure that you’re fed.  And then the other people who were close enough to come back to the house after the funeral would then eat.  During that period of visitation, of Shiva, friends would send in lunches and dinners and candy trays and fruit trays and all kinds of things.  We do not typically send flowers.  That is not part of our tradition.  Usually the family will almost always ask for donations instead of flowers.  And they might go to the temple and whatever other philanthropic setting they would like to support.  

Bell:  I think when you were talking earlier, it seemed like having Lake View as your chosen cemetery just happened due to other conditions…

Resnik:  Yes, I would guess that, at the time, had the other two congregations said, “you are more than welcome to purchase a piece of Mayfield Cemetery” that the congregation probably would have said yes.  As it turns out, in many ways this has worked out very well for us.  We don’t own the cemetery.  We’re not responsible financially in any way for the cemetery.  And that’s a good thing for us.  

Bell:  Aside from that are there any things about the cemetery that are particularly attractive to your community?

Resnik:  Well, you know, Lake View as you know is an incredible historic cemetery and it’s a beautiful cemetery.  And I know that when I go there personally – it’s not where my family was buried because my family was with another congregation – I think there’s a very special feel to Lake View Cemetery that you don’t necessarily have in other places.  And for me at this point in time of course it’s not just the cemetery, but it’s the people I see in our section.  I’ve been there such a long time, that I go out there and every one of those headstones for me is a story.  Because if I didn’t know every person who’s buried there, I probably knew their children.  There’s no one there that’s a strange name to me.  So I have a very different feeling about it probably than other people do.  

Bell:  I interviewed another gentleman about Lake View whose wife is buried there and one of his concerns was how the cemetery is often used by people as a recreational spot, people will jog…

Resnik:  There’s a park-like aspect to Lake View.  People come historically to look at it; there are tours of Lake View.  You know, that’s an interesting question and it’s not something I’ve thought about but you know my immediate reaction to it is: It’s not so terrible that there are signs of life at a cemetery.  That doesn’t bother me in the least.  I think it’s sort of a nice thing.

Bell:  I agree.  I really think I’ve run out of questions fairly quickly.  Do you have any questions, Dr. Souther?

Souther:  You mentioned a funeral home – Berkowitz?  Can you give a full name of that?

Resnik:  Yes.  I’ll tell you a little bit about it actually.  The funeral home today is called Berkowitz-Kumin-Bookatz and I can certainly spell that if you’d like.  [Spells it].  It is now an amalgamation of what used to be three separate funeral homes.  There was one called Miller-Doitch, which really also is in there, though you’re not hearing the names.  And one called Cleveland Temple Memorial, which is the Bookatz part of it.  There was a point in time in which Cleveland Temple Memorial was the funeral home for all the Reform funerals.  Berkowitz-Kumin was Conservative and Orthodox.  I’m not sure, but I would gather that Cleveland Temple Memorial is probably an older funeral home representative of the earlier immigration of Jews into Cleveland, which were basically Reform Jews and the more traditional Jewish people came at a later time.  That may be true or that may be – as we say - a midrasche, a story that has no basis in reality.  [Laughs].  The owners of these homes decided that the best thing to do would be to join together.  Cleveland Temple Memorial was located I think at about 80th and Euclid and near what was then Euclid Avenue Temple, which was at one point a Jewish area of Cleveland.  As the Jews moved eastward and the two congregations – particularly Euclid Avenue Temple – moved to Fairmount Boulevard in Beachwood.  And The Temple/Teferith-Israel has since basically moved - although they’ve maintained a University Circle presence also - to Shaker Boulevard in Beachwood.  It really made sense for them to have one building more in the suburbs.  Currently they’re located on Taylor Road, which at one time was almost exclusively Orthodox Jewish area.  It has changed and is a much more diverse population today and the Jewish people continue to move out eastward and a little bit south and all over the place.  But they have stayed on Taylor Road.  In the meantime, it has been bought by a parent company that is a national company.  But the original owners – not the original owners but the more recent owners…it’s been a family situation on the Berkowitz-Kumin side for lots of years – are still the people who are running it for this parent body.  And that is the situation I believe with most funeral homes today.  

Souther:  Can you tell a little bit about the background…

Resnik:  Of the funeral directors?  I don’t know that much about the background.  The Berkowitz and Kumin families, I only know that my sister went to high school with one of the children.  The older group of them are now people in their sixties, but it was their parents who were involved originally – not them.  They’re the children.  Their children – a couple of them on the Berkowitz side – are still involved in the funeral home work.  Cleveland Temple Memorial was owned by a family named Labowitch [spells it, but unsure].  Later it was bought by a man named Barnard Bookatz, who goes by the name of Bart.  Bart is still there and – what is it? – Bart is about fifty-eight, probably.  So…that’s all I can tell you about the families.

Bell:  You mentioned the kind of continual migration eastward; do you still feel like Taylor Road is the center of Jewish life in…

Resnik:  No.  And what you would see is – first of all, I’m not sure Taylor Road was…you’re talking to somebody who was a life long resident of Shaker Heights; I never lived in that Cleveland Heights area – it was the center of Orthodox Judaism.  It was certainly never a center of Reform Judaism at all.  But many of the institutions – there are still a few of the institutions on Taylor Road, but a number of things like the kosher bakery, Lax and Mandell bakery – have moved out into the Cedar-Green area.  The Cedar-Green area is now the hub of Orthodox Judaism.  The Jewish day schools, the Orthodox Jewish day schools that were on Taylor Road have all moved onto Green Road.  So yes…that migration of the Orthodox community.  The less traditional community tends to migrate further out first.  It doesn’t need to be attached to: A.) The need to walk to a synagogue for religious reasons, or B.) The need to have a kosher butcher that is easily accessible.  Or the kosher bakery, or the kinds of institutions that the Orthodox community has to have within really easy distance.  

Souther:  That’s something I’m not familiar with; needing to walk to the synagogue.  Can you explain?

Resnik:  Yes.  Orthodox Jews are believing in the literal text of the Torah, the five books of Moses and the rest of our Hebrew Bible, and believe that you can’t do any work on the Sabbath.  They would associate driving as work.  And they do not drive from sundown on Friday to sundown on Saturday.  So in order to get to Sabbath services – or we would say Shabbat services – they have to walk.  So they have to live near the congregation.  And that’s true of any of the holy days, festival holidays, all of them.  

Souther:  Is it fair to say that the Reform community in Cleveland is much more dispersed then?

Resnik:  Yes.  And that’s not true only in Cleveland.  That would be true in any community.  

Souther:  Getting back to the cemetery, you mentioned a little bit about visitation customs, especially on special occasions.  There was Mother’s Day and…

Resnik:  Father’s Day?

Souther:  No, I thought there was another one…

Resnik:  The anniversary of the death of the person – Yahrtzeit. [Spells it].  

Souther:  Are there any particular customs surrounding…

Resnik:  Yahrtzeit?  Well, let me also add that the other thing that happens is that on Yahrtzeit, there is a twenty-four hour memorial candle lit in your home for that person as well.  

Souther:  …Any other customs surrounding visitation?

Resnik:  Yes.  A stone is placed on the headstone to indicate that you’ve been there.  Some people will put flowers out, but traditionally in Judaism you would put a stone on the headstone.  In fact, I don’t know that lake View has these.  I’ve never thought about that, because I don’t have a personal family member buried at lake View.  In a traditional Jewish cemetery, there would be an area were there are these stones that you can pick up so you can do that.  

Souther:  So people would bring stones from home if…

Resnik:  No.  in a typical Jewish cemetery the stones are there; you wouldn’t bring a stone from home.  I don’t know about Lake View.  I’ve never thought of that but now I’m going to call them and make sure there are stones there! [Laughs].  

Souther:  I’ve heard the term Daffodil Hill before.  You mentioned section 47-Daffodil Hill [sec. 45] …is it in a section of Daffodil Hill?

Resnik:  I think Daffodil Hill is a broader area, yes.  I think it just has to do with the fact that there are daffodils all over that hill every spring.  

[pause]

Resnik:  The difference between a Jewish cemetery and a secular cemetery.  A Jewish cemetery has the gates closed and locked on the Sabbath – on our Sabbath.  You do not visit a cemetery between sundown on Friday and sundown on Saturday.  So that is one of the major differences…which doesn’t apply to Lake View.  

[pause]

Resnik:  The headstones in a Jewish cemetery – and this is not so true in our section given the fact again that our congregation is probably at the most liberal end even of Reform Judaism.  My parents are buried in a conservative cemetery.  On their headstones, their names are written in Hebrew as well as in English.  And the connection between their Hebrew name and their parents’ Hebrew name is also on the headstone, which is pretty traditional.  You would have your Hebrew name – just your first name and your parents’ first name.  at one point only the father; in recent years, the mother and the father.  Again, that’s changed in Judaism.  

Bell:  I thought of something else.  One of the interesting things about these old cemeteries is that they were meant to have other purposes besides just for burial.  One of these interesting things is using the cemetery for civic or moral education.  Do you see any opportunities for that, in general but also specifically for the Jewish community?

Resnik:  Well, that’s an interesting question.  There is one cemetery in Cleveland - which just happens to be the cemetery my parents were buried in, and my mother-in-law and father-in-law are buried in – that has a monument to Jews killed in the Holocaust and people have names all over this monument, for if they have someone in the family who was killed and they actually knew who they were or whatever.  So that’s certainly a lesson.  I don’t know what it would be used for for civic education, that’s interesting.  We use it for – within our own supplemental religious school – to teach our children about death and about death rituals.  So we do use it educationally in that respect.  And how we take care of people and what our mourning rituals are and why we believe they’re very psychologically helpful to people and actually work very well.  But I don’t know what else it could be used for.  I know there was a commemoration at Lake View – I can’t remember, what it a 9/11 commemoration – just this year.  Our rabbi was invited to be one of the participants.  I think that kind of thing held at a cemetery – particularly a cemetery like Lake View that is such a community historic cemetery – makes a great deal of sense.  Typically, at a Jewish cemetery, you wouldn’t do that.  But Lake View is a perfect place to do something like that.  

Bell:  When I was visiting there recently I noticed an installation piece that they have near the Mayfield entrance.  It’s just a series of shelves with rocks on it.  It’s basically the same idea as…I think it’s using the Jewish tradition just in a general way.

Resnik:  I’ve never seen that.  I don’t know anything about that.  That’s interesting.  I never go into Lake View from Mayfield.  I don’t think I’ve ever seen the Mayfield entrance, I always enter from – that’s not true.  Of course I go in from Mayfield.  I was just there a few weeks ago and I didn’t notice it.  I don’t know what that meant or why they did that.  I have no idea.  

Souther:  Just to close, do you have any ideas about people we might want to interview either about Jewish burial customs or about Lake View Cemetery or about different Jewish temples?

Resnik:  there are many people you could interview if you wanted to talk about Jewish burial customs, but I would tell you that a person who is just terrific to talk to as I mentioned is Bart Bookatz.  He would be a great interview.  First of all, he’s a terrific person, and he’s a funeral director who is involved in interments at all the cemeteries, and also does most of our funerals at Lake View.  Most of the people actually work directly with him rather than with anyone from the Berkowitz or Kumin families.  I think he’d be terrific.  

Souther:  What age person is he, roughly?

Resnik:  He’s about fifty-eight, fifty-seven…a couple years younger than me.

Souther:  What about other Jewish business owners?  Are there any older businesses in the suburbs that reflect a movement from earlier origins, either on or near Euclid Avenue that you’re familiar with?

Resnik:  no, not that are that old.  You know, the whole issue of course of family-owned businesses in Cleveland…they’re pretty much gone.  I can’t think of anything that was located there.  There was a very great center of Jewish life at 105th and Euclid at one point in time when Glennville High School was – I don’t know what the percentage of Jews was, but it was very, very high.  And there were restaurants and delicatessens and a couple of hotels and party centers.  They’re all gone.  I can’t tell you they migrated somewhere; they’re just gone.  And in terms of manufacturing; they’re gone too, basically.  

Souther:  …You mentioned Berkowitz-Kumin-Bookatz as kind of the go to place.  Where is that located?

Resnik:  On Taylor Road.  They’re still on Taylor Road.  Around Superior and Taylor.  

Souther:  Okay, well thank you very much.

Bell:  Thank you.

Resnik:  My pleasure.

