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Mr. Clayton: Today is Thursday, November 10th, 2005 and this is a start of an interview with William Becker in the story room at Cleveland State University.  My name is Richard Clayton and I will be the interviewer.  This interview is done in connection with Cleveland State University and the Euclid Corridor project.  Mr. Becker, are you ready to get started?

Mr. Becker: Yes Sir.

Richard: First question.  Where were you born and raised?  

Mr. Becker: I am a native of Cleveland.  I was raised in Parma, Parma Heights.  I graduated from Valley Forge High School in 1969 and I came to Cleveland State, graduated in the summer of ‘73.  I spent a year at Case Western Reserve and earned my Masters degree and then came back to CSU as the assistant to the archivist and that was the fall of ‘74 and I have been here ever since.  I am now the university archivist at the university and have been here now thirty-one years.
Mr. Clayton:  Have you worked on any projects in regards to Fenn College or Fenn Tower specifically?

Mr. Becker: My whole career has been the university, most of my career has been dealing with the university records.  And, yes, we’ve done a number of things with Fenn College, Fenn Tower 
Mr. Clayton:  What sort of archive material do you have that pertains to Fenn College, Fenn Tower?

Mr. Becker: When Cleveland state became when... Fenn became Cleveland State there was some reluctance on the part of CSU to really embrace it’s Fenn identity and there were a lot of records that were not kept, unfortunately.  CSU wanted in the early days, there was a need to establish it’s own identity because they didn’t want to be “Fenn State”. And when I came to CSU I started trying to track down a lot of the old records.  My favorite achievement was making friends with J. Brooks Earnest the last president of Fenn College.  After he was at Fenn he left and became the executive director of the Fenn Educational Foundation which later became the Fenn Educational Fund of the Cleveland Foundation.  And through meetings with him and talking with him I was able to secure the presidents records from Fenn College.  That consists of about thirty boxes of records dealing with everything from board of trustees to personal matters, and the acquisition of buildings, so it’s all over the place but there was a lot of good material in there that might have been lost if I hadn’t retrieved it.  That was my favorite thing.  Another thing I did  with Fenn was we  did a series of oral histories  with Fenn. There were a number of old Fenn faculty we talked to, most of them are now dead unfortunately.  I did my boss at the time, Millard Jordan who was the archivist, he had a career of 50 years here before he retired.  Major Jenks who started out in the history department, and then became the dean of arts and sciences and then became executive assistant to the president.  He had a long career here of over forty years.  I got Brooks Earnest, now I got a couple of the trustees who were also alumni like Clayton Hale.  So we did a number of oral histories I learned basically my history of the school at their knees,  listening and talking to them, doing an oral interview like we are doing right now.
Mr. Clayton: Looking back on it what was your most favorite archive over the years?

Mr. Becker: Well I have to be proudest of getting the presidents records.  That was something that was let go and walked away with it.  It was just unfortunate that, that happened but it turned out well.  The university got them back and now they are available.  The latest thing we got that was really neat and it relates to the project you are doing on Fenn tower.  A couple years ago when they were moving out of Fenn, getting ready for the renovations they are doing now a couple of the women in the cashiers were going through the records downstairs and they came across a box that had the original deed to Fenn tower and turned it over to us.  So we have that, the deed to the tower itself.  Nobody knew what had happened to it, nobody really cared about it but now we have it back in our hands, we know where it’s at.

Mr. Clayton: Is there any controversy over the years at Fenn College or Cleveland State University?  Mr. Becker: In what sense?  There is always controversies in a university.

Mr. Clayton: Anything noteworthy?

Mr. Becker: Well, I will probably not go into those because the noteworthy ones are always negative.
Mr. Clayton: Fair enough.  Well, lets talk a little bit about Fenn College.  How did Fenn College come to be? 

Mr. Becker:   Fenn College is an outgrowth of the YMCA program. Back in the middle of the 19th century the YMCA was more of a “hell fire, damnation, you need salvation” type organization.  After the civil war there’s a change in their focus.  And you..it progresses toward more like the idea of more of a social gospel.  Not only improve the spiritual man but also the physical man.  And he started offering, not only in Cleveland but nationally the Y started offering educational programs, free courses.  A lot of its directed to the immigrants, people new to the country and if you go and see the old pictures, you know,  you see the women in the long black skirts the babushka’s, you know how they look Eastern European look to them.  And in a number of cities, including Cleveland, this educational program keeps growing and it develops first into a highschool program, it’s called the YMCA Preparatory School.  They also added one for accounting.  But these programs were sorta aimed at these students that fall through the cracks and somehow in the public school system they dropped out they were somehow looking to help the poorer students. In a number of schools they actually developed into colleges.  I am using information from a woman named Virginia who is doing research on this, she was trying to do a book on the YMCA school programs that developed into universities, um, colleges, and Stokes says there were thirteen of them one of which was Fenn.   ...  And so in 1923 they upgrade the program to a college level.  So more than a dozen in the United States that does this and it’s called the YMCA school of technology and that name lasts for about 4 years till the first graduating class.  And the problem is, you know, YMCA on your diploma, that’s not very prestigious, that’s not Harvard, there’s a feeling that’s second rate. Now Mr. Fenn comes into the picture, not through the educational program.  Now Fenn had a long career with Sherwin Williams.  He started out with the Big Four Railroad but they wanted him to work on Sundays and Mr. Fenn had strong religious convictions and wouldn’t work on Sundays and the railroad said, “Bye!  Well, he got fired and he’s on his way to the YMCA convention in Kansas City, I believe.  And he’s on with the guy from Cleveland named, I think it’s John Sherwin, and they get to talking.  Sherwin’s going to the Y convention.  Sherwin is Sherwin of Sherwin Williams and Fenn ends up with a job with Sherwin Williams.  He eventually comes treasurer of the company and a partner. And Mr. Fenn is very active in the Y.  And the story goes that for 20, 25 years he teaches Sunday School every Sunday and never misses a day!   Well Fenn was married but he had no children and when he died he left his money, he left  a large endowment to the YMCA to the education department and so that program, that money he left was the endowment for the school.  They named the school after him, even though he had nothing to do to it but it was to sort of honor him for his donation.  So that’s how Fenn came into being.  They adopted that name in 1930.   
Mr. Clayton:  As the college, as Fenn College came into existence what were some of the significant achievement, achievements that they made early on before moving into the Fenn College.

Mr. Becker: Ahh... you have to realize the mission of the school.  Ahh...School back then, the idea of getting an education, a college education was to help prepare you for a job, not just to make you a better person but for a career.  The school when it starts up has ahh..two schools, the college.  One is the business and one is for engineering.  They had arts and science of coarse but  it isn’t until the middle of the...ahh...about 33-34 that they actually have a school of arts and sciences.  Before they have a Junior college called Na... Nash Junior College, named after Augustus Nash.  And it becomes a school of arts and sciences and what Fenn’s focus is is not on the same type of people that you would normally expect a college to be looking at.  Where’s Fenn located?  On Euclid Avenue.  What’s less than three miles down the road?  Case Institute of Technology a very highly respected engineering school, we got engineering.  You also have Case Western Reserve University.  Their not going after the same people, their not looking at them, they can’t compete.  Their looking at the type of students who can’t really afford a college education.  And their the second college in the state to adopt a co-op program.  That is the focus of the...that’s their catch.  The idea is...ahhh.... they would recruit students and get the students through the first year.  The student goes on co-op, all the day students are on co-op.  That’s part of it.  If you’re a night student part time you don’t have to be on co-op, day student, your on co-op. And so for the next three years your alternating: Work/classes, work/classes, work/classes and in three years you got two years done and you got one years experience.  Technically it takes you five years to earn your degree but you end up with a college education and one year experience so when you go out there with your resume you have some experience to put in there... you have a track record.  And so, and Fenn, no,  you look at what the Fenn faculty did...ahh..today comparted to what college teachers do, you know, you shake your head in wonderment.  They taught five and a half days a week.  They taught both morning and evening sessions.  Their schedules looked more like a highschool teachers, six classes they taught.  And then on weekends during the depression these guys were going out knocking on doors for perspective students trying to convince people to come to the college.  So...eee...ahh..they would...just the fact that they kept their existence is amazing!  Ahhh... but they developed and they did have serious growth, they...they...the program did grow.  I think a lot of it had to do with the fact that, the man who ran the show, the president, Cecil Vincent Thomas, is probably one of the... from what I understand people talking about him, he was charismatic.  I mean he, you know, he...this is something he wanted to do, he really believed in this.  And you got around him and you believed in it too.  I just got done talking to William Patterson who was...a provo, the first provo of the school and he came in the 30's.  He came out of Ohio State and just listening to him talking about Pat...uhhh...Dr. Thomas, you know, Patterson and many other of these guys could have gone other places and gotten more money.  But you know, you know, they bought into Thomas’ vision and they stayed.  And you had a lot of these guys who stayed a lot of their career here at Fenn because they believed in what Thomas was doing.  

Mr. Clayton:   Okay, we’ll shift gears a little bit and go back to Fenn College, but I want to ask you about the National Town and Country Club.

Mr. Becker: Now, there’s a good case of timing.  The National Town and Country Club was a national organization, named national...they had branches in a number of different cities throughout the United States and it was like a membership in an athletic club.  And they sold subscription memberships.  Unfortunately timing isn’t, their timing was not good, you know this is what the place looks like in 1929, there is construction going on.  You know, if you finish a building in 1929, unfortunately now, it looked good when they started.  Then October, the depression started...ahh... a lot of people could not afford to pay their membership and it went bankrupt.  And the story goes, they only held one function when their new building, what’s called the National Town and Country Club on 24th and Euclid.  And then it just sat vacant many years.  

Mr. Clayton: Well, coming back to Fenn College, how and why did Fenn college pursue the vacant building.

Mr. Becker: Okay, now, let’s set up Fenn’s campus for you.  We’re not on Euclid, we’re back on Prospect, over on Prospect, the YMCA at 22nd and Euclid, Prospect on, that would be the southeast corner.  To the east, directly to the east of it there were three homes which the Y purchased over the years.  They renamed the Johnson house, the Edwards house and the Medical Library.  That’s from name of the families that owned the houses.  And they converted these into classrooms.  The medical library building was used by doctors, there was like a medical library in there when they purchased it and it had a small auditorium in it too.  But they used these for their classes and laboratories.  Now directly behind the Johnson Building to the south, and so it would be south, southeast of the YMCA building, they build the first building for the school.  It was called the Y building, the Y building...excuse me, the Fenn building.  And that had a lot of the laboratories in it and that still stands today.  The three homes have been torn down over the years but that building still stands.  Ahh.. As I said, Fenn was successful, but they just got crowded, too many kids in too small spots.  And...you know, they had their eye on the Fenn building, Fenn Tower, or the National Town and Country Club cause it sat for years.  Ownership fell to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, part of the Federal Government.  And it just sat there vacant and, you know, Thomas is sitting over there in the Johnson Building, you know, you walk out on the main porch of the building and look out there and you see this big tower sitting there vacant, you know, it’s like....wow...wouldn’t that be nice?  Well they recruited, well having a big building there on Euclid Avenue just sitting there vacant, it just doesn’t do much for the image of the street, that doesn’t help much.  But they did gain support to have the government to sell it to the school and they got it at a bargain price, basically they got it for the back taxes.  And so....Ahh...the school was able to move in there, I think it was 1937 or 38 they moved in.  They were able to purchase it and move into the Fenn Tower.  But that’s what it was, it was just a matter of need, they needed to expand.  

Mr. Clayton: do you know originally how much it cost to construct Fenn Tower?

Mr. Becker: No, I’m sorry, that I don’t.

Mr. Clayton: Do you happen to know how much Fenn College paid to purchase the building? 

Mr. Becker: Ahhh, it was less than 3/4 of a million.  I think it was 600,000 or around 650 I believe.

Mr. Clayton: Now that Fenn College has a skyscraper, how did they use the 21 stories?

Mr. Becker: Well, you know, one of the interesting things I found out about it was, it was one of four colleges that had skyscrapers in the United States.  This was in one of the articles.  One of them was University of Pittsburgh, one was University of Chicago and I forget the fourth one but Fenn was like the fourth one to have a skyscraper, whatever height turns a building into a skyscraper but, Ahh... now on the front corner here, there is all windows.  It was supposed to be retail, it was supposed to be a retail space.  Fenn, when he purchased it took out the storefront, the glass front windows and put in the stone.  They sold this, this became the icon, this building, Fenn Tower became the icon for the University.  You know, everything, you saw Fenn, there was already an image of Fenn tower, if not just a silhouette of Fenn Tower behind it so it became the mascot, the symbol.  And they sold it as the “Campus in the Clouds”...skyscraper and all, you know your used to buildings on the ground.  And it literally, that’s what it was.  Everything was there that you would expect on a campus.  The bookstore’s on the first floor.  No, you had the cashiers office, you had registrations held on second and third floor.  The registrar’s office, the co-op office there, the president’s office is on the tenth floor.  You have classrooms.  On the fifth floor there’s a swimming pool if you believe it.  You know, fifth floor swimming pool.. I came here I had a class, swimming my first semester my first quarter here, fall quarter of 69 and it’s like... “A swimming pool on the fifth floor?” .  You know, like, you know, I could imagine it in the basement but you know....I’m walking on the fourth floor and there’s a pool above me...no...ahh... and then on the sixth floor they had the gym.  They had a handball court and a squash court.  But the gym was small, bad box.  To give you and example, in basketball they have the three point line, I don’t think you could make a three point shot if you crossed the half court line.  I mean it was small, a small gym.  But I had my second quarter here in the winter of ‘70, I had a basketball for phys ed. And I was like, “UH, this is like, small!”  The locker rooms are up on the fifth floor, the health services were on the fifth floor right next to the swimming pool.  The athletic offices were right next to the building.  It had everything.  There were classrooms in there...umm.. And I think 13-20 were dorms.  Third floor had a cafeteria.  Everything that was in a campus was in that building.  It was a horizontal rather than a vertical campus.  So...ahh.. There were a couple labs down there too...there were a couple of engineering labs down in the basement and one fo the remarkable things they did in the building that was notable was in ‘39, Walter Shafer, one of the engineering students and Dr. Willard Poppy in the physics department, constructed the largest pendulum in North America at the time.  They strung it from the 20th floor.  They found an air shaft going all the way to the basement.  And it was there for years you had to walk by it.  There’s like a foot by foot window you could see it on.  And if someone remembered to replace the lightbulb you could see the pendulum, the weight at the bottom of it and I understood that they were going to try keeping that when they did the remodeling of the building.  But it’s one of the world’s largest pendulum’s and nobody even, nobody knows about it, it is one of the well kept secrets of Fenn Tower.  And if you try to look for it, you have to try to look for it and go along the walls looking for this little window to see it.

Mr. Clayton: So we have a small college that all of a sudden has a large building.  What did that do for the college’s reputation?

Mr. Becker: It changed it’s mailing address, that, that was significant, that was significant.  From Prospect Avenue to Euclid Avenue.  Euclid Avenue has gone down, it is no longer Millionaires Row, I mean this is Millionaires row but it’s no longer...the millionaires have up and left.  But yet Euclid Avenue does have a more prestigious address then prospect did at that time.  You know and still today, you know Euclid Avenue is still considered the main street of Cleveland. So that address gave it boost and prestige.  That is one of the major things it did, besides relieving overcrowding more than anything.  

Mr. Clayton: Over the next thirty years what are some of the significant events that took place at Fenn college now that they have their new location and a more prestigious address?  

Mr. Becker: Prestigious, it was just development.  Third floor...were you ever in Fenn before they...

Mr. Clayton: No

Mr. Becker: Okay, third floor had a beautiful area called Panna Hall and they had a number of, that is where their cultural events took place, there were dances held there, concerts, held there...it wasn’t and auditorium but they had receptions there, the presidents reception at the end of each year for the graduation class was held there.  It was like the formal meeting place.  And it was across the... on the other side from the cafeteria but it was always a... sort of a dignified place.  They had their music concerts there.  And in the book on Fenn College there is a picture of once concert they had there.  They did recordings some recordings...1960 they did one of civil war songs.  And Fenn had some notable faculty.  The men’s chorus were singing the songs and they had a narrator whose Bill Randall.  Bill Randal was big time disc jockey in Cleveland.  Very, had a very strong influence on the development of rock and roll throughout the united states.  He was at one time one of the most powerful disc jockeys in the country.  But he, he didn’t just want to be a disc jockey.  He was a renaissance man.  He got a doctorate in education, he got a law degree, he had a history degree.  He was teaching history at CSU part time.  So he was on the staff, there’s a picture of Bill Randall doing the narration during the concert.  We had other people like Dr. Blake Crider in the psychology department.  He was notable, he had his own column in the Plain Dealer, regular appearance on the TV shows, the local TV shows like the One O’clock Club, which was one of the icons of Cleveland television was Dorothy Fultime who was, started out as a reporter on radio and came to TV and was, you know, Cleveland tele...Miss Cleveland Television for a long time and she would be on the show with him and he was a sort of a no nonsense psychiatrist you know like you ask him a question, like someone writes in with a question, wrote and asked a question like, “What do drivers do who are waiting for a red light?”  His response was, “They pick their nose.”  He was, there were a lot of notable people...  It was just that Fenn kept to their mission.  And one of the odd things about Fenn was their enrolment at night was larger than the day, the head count.  And so you had a lot of people coming to Fenn and I think it was because of the location downtown.  It helped.  You could be downtown, work, come to Fenn at night and then go back home because of the central location downtown, that helped it a lot.  Especially attracting the evening students.  And of course there will always be a problem in an urban university and Fenn was no different...parking.  Parking is always a problem in an urban university unless you give everyone their own personalized parking spot you are never going to get everybody happy.

Mr. Clayton: How did Fenn College become associated with Cleveland State University? 

Mr. Becker: Cuyauoga county, largest county, population wise, in Ohio.  Going to the 60's, closest university is Kent state.  Why?  Why there’s five good reasons.  Western Reserve University, Case Institute of Technology, Baldwin Wallace, John Carroll and Fenn College.  They were members of the Greater Cleveland Commission of Higher Education and they don’t need a university, we’re covered, we’ve got all these great schools.  There was pressure to keep it out, the competition. Kent ‘s close enough.  The break comes in the wall with the passage of the levy for the approval of Tri C, Coyahoga Community College.  And it’s like, the five colleges are going, “That’s a great idea” but behind their back their going, “Just don’t put it near me.”  We don’t want it near me.  60's are also a time of urban renewal.  And the area where Tri-C is now, on 22nd street by St. Vincent Hospital is a slum.  Great idea.  Clear out the slum, clear out the people and put a college there.  So in effect Fenn lost.  This now inexpensive, two-year college that is going after the same types of students as Fenn is less than half-mile away.  Fenn had always run on a shoestring.  Now I’ve listened to some of the corporation dinners, every year they would have a corporation dinner.  And the president would get up there and it was basically the same routine.  Talking about the budget and how they went into the budget with a projected deficit of so many thousands of dollars and how they...hear Brooks talk about it, “We made these savings here and these savings here...”, you know, he was happy to report in the end of the physical year they had a savings of one thousand twelve hundred dollars, they were in the black or something like that.  A couple thousand dollars, you know, and there were applauds, everyone was applauding you know.  And, but Fenn, with the creation of Tri-C was really gonna hurt.  And they came up with what they called the Fenn plan, basically waving at the state saying, “Hey, take us over.”  It didn’t really go anywhere until about ‘62, James Rhodes was the governor and part of Rhodes platform supposedly was he wanted a state university within 30 miles of everybody.  You wouldn’t have to go more than 30 miles to get to a university.  One day his director of development Warren Chase, I think it was, calls Brooks Earnest, confidential, talking about the idea of taking it over.  It was so confidential it ends up on the front page of the press that afternoon.  Contributions to Fenn tank”.  The attitude becomes, oh the state is going to take it over, you know, Brooks Earnest has got egg on his face, like, this was supposed to be, the state leaked it.  So fenn was put in the position that it was not going to survive financially, sorta take it over.  In December ‘64, there’s an emergency legislation passed.  Emergency only in the sense that they allowed them to pass it really quick, there was nothing critical about it.  They revised the Ohio revised code for this sections that name the universities.  It named the universities, their locations their trustees and all this technical stuff.  They admitted it by adding Cleveland State University.  So they created a Cleveland State University.  Rhode signed it I think on December 18th, 1964.  That’s why you see on our seal, 1964.  But at the end of the year there are nine trustees and a secretary and a rented room in a hotel for an office but that’s it.  There’s a negotiating committee formed from the trustees for Fenn.  By mid-spring they reach an agreement and the state takes over Fenn.  The advantage to the state is that they have physical plan, the curriculum in place, the degree awarding authority...every things there, the personal is all there and so it’s plug and play for the state.  They have this...basically it’s a change of name and a change at the top and a few things and they just go.  On September 1st 1965 Fenn College becomes CSU and then there’s the people at the top get replaced, most of them.  Some not, some would rather stay on.  A lot of it was political, who got what.  The ...but basically, the people who worked here, and there’s a couple left amazingly.  It was not much different.  For some of them, the benefits even improved.  So that’s how Fenn became CSU.

Mr. Clayton: Now that we have the creation of a new state university, how was Fenn college able to maintain it’s presence?

Mr. Becker: One of the agreements, part of the agreements was that they named the engineering department Fenn College of Engineering, the engineering college became know that.  You will even see that mistake made in like the latest Cleveland State, they had a reference for instance to the old school and they called it the Cleveland State, they called it Fenn College of Engineering.  It wasn’t, it was just Fenn College.  There was a school of engineering there but it was never called that, Fenn College of Engineering.  They kept the co-op program.  Those were basically the two main things, concessions to the school.  They kept the faculty.  Everybody that stayed on, it was grand fathered, everything they had in the past they were able to keep into the present.  You were allowed to select whether you wanted to go into the public retirement system or if you wanted to keep on the TIA, the teachers retirement program that Fenn had set up.  

Mr. Clayton: What role did Fenn Tower play?

Mr. Becker: Fenn Tower was basically, to set up the university when it started, you had Fenn, a couple of quonset huts to the north of it on 24th street and to the east of it on Euclid was Foster Hall.  You probably don’t know Foster Hall.  Do you know where the Health Science building is, the one that sits down?  That was the site of Foster Hall.  And it was a really engineering laboratory.  And then there was Stillwood Hall.  You know where Stillwood Hall is , behind the science building now?  Well, when the moved...where the science building is now was a used car lot.  Stillwood hall starts out as a used car lot dealership with offices above and Fenn bought it and then they gutted it except for the front facade, and reconstructed it as a classroom building.  And the car dealer, new car show room becomes the new cafeteria.  And that was basically, those three buildings made up Fenn.  By that time they had cut their ties with the YMCA, they had to because of the North Central Association for Accreditation.  They had to have their own board of trustees and that.  They had to be completely separated from the Y.  But that was basically a school when it starts and you see CSU starts adding other things to it.  They buy Bell Motors across the street from it, now our bookstore.  They bought the building next to it which was torn down which was called the Euclid building.  They start this massive construction program.  You go anywhere west of 24th street when I came, it was like construction fence. You want to see what’s going on and you know, you look through the wire fence, the slats between the boards of the fencing.  The classroom was being built.  Rhodes Tower was going up, you know, there’s a big crane sitting up at the top.  It was just, the first years was just all construction.  Fenn was used heavily.  And what they did to alleviate the problem with students was they rented or leased these modulex buildings and that sat on the site where phys/ed building is now.  They were temporary classroom buildings, there were seven of them.  And they purchased the Mather home, Mather mansion.  And, but they didn’t get that until ‘70 because AAA was in it, American Automobile Club.  And their new facility wasn’t ready yet out of the shore way, 55th street.  The university was saying, “hey, come on, get out, we need this space”, and AAA is going, “Where, we don’t have any place to go yet.” They stalled enough and they finally got their new facility done and they moved out and Fenn moved in.  The tower at that time was like the focal, still remains the focal hub of the early university.  You don’t really have the campus moving to the west until you have Rhodes Tower open up and really, not even then because University Center is not up.  Like Rhodes Tower is sitting out there at the west end of the university at the time. And way west on 13th is the law school, that comes up a little later.  But it’s only after UC opens up that the activities starts centering over to the western portion where it does now.  And finally they start moving everything out of Fenn Tower over into the university, not too long ago, only after they decided to close Fenn.  It took until about the late 90's until they moved the presidents office over to Fenn... from Fenn to Rhodes rather.  So, you know, it stayed an important part of the university, at least administratively.  The classrooms were basically out of there and when phys/ed building opened up the gym classes were held over there and so, but administratively the offices, Fenn was the place. 

Mr. Clayton: If you take a walk down Euclid Avenue you can see that Fenn Tower is under renovation, what is it’s role going to be in the future?

Mr. Becker: What would they like it to be?

Mr. Clayton: Yes.

Mr. Becker: They want it as living space, dorms.  And the idea is, if you have the people you are going to get the commercial development around there.  That’s what they are hoping for.  It would be nice if it would happen, get more commercial activity around here.  That’s one thing it’s lacked, I mean even, you go back, if you lived in Fenn Tower you had two choices.  You had the dorm plan for food.  You got 20 meals for 7 days...oh, one day when you get two meals, ohh, that was Sunday.  What do you do for Sunday night, you got two meals.  They had two choices.  Across the street on Euclid Avenue there was a streetcar diner.  And then on 24th street, just a little bit south of Chester was a bar call Sads and that was the only places in the area unless you wanted to walk downtown there was a Tasty Burger down there which was like a cheap version of a hamburger stand.  There was never very much and one of the complaints has been that there is really not much off campus to eat.  It is better now then when I was here as a student.  Rascal House is better and you’ve got some more places to choose from but in the early days of Fenn there wasn’t much choice off of campus and nobody ever liked campus food.  It would be nice if there were better places to eat and better places to shop too. 

Mr. Clayton: Kinda speculate on this next question.  Do you see Cleveland State University trying to attract a different type of student?  For the most part as with me, I’m a commuter student and now that we have no rooms and it has gotten bigger, offering degree programs do you see them trying to reach a broader base of students?

Mr. Becker: In addition to the commuter, the commuter is going to be the hub of this place, I was a commuter, got on the bus every day to come and go home, I only drove a couple of times.  But, you are going to have it.  But they are competing, the universities are competing for a shrinking college market.  Yeah, you know you are going to have to change and I think the university is headed in a good direction.  And if that’s what it takes it’s not going to hurt attracting the commuter.  The more different types of students we have the better we are going to be.  More offerings, it will be interesting to see how it works.

Mr. Clayton: This interview we are conducting is about Fenn Tower and it’s relationship to Euclid Avenue and thinking along the lines of the Euclid Corridor Project, what importance does Fenn Tower, or Fenn College have in relationship to Euclid Avenue and the future?

Mr. Becker: As development department likes to brag on how much Euclid Avenue contributes to the downtown Cleveland, the amount of money.  I wish I had looked that up, there’s been a couple of reports out, done by the university showing the wages that are generated, the amount of commercial activity the university engages in and really it really provides a big chunk of the economy of downtown Cleveland.  Imagine if you just didn’t have all these students coming down here, all the people, the faculty and staff not earning money here, the taxes we pay, the money we spend coming to work, the money we spend shopping down here.  If that was gone, let’s say they moved it to a suburb.  That would hurt.  The university ...it existed in it’s operations, plus the fact they talk about the wages somebody will earn having a college education, the extra taxes they pay on the extra income, the extra money they save.  That generates the rollover effect.  Like I said, I wish I would have remembered to look that up, sorry.  Yeah but the university likes to point out it’s economic impact on the Cleveland economy.  And, you know, when Fenn was built it was at the end of the time of the mansions.  Mather was only twenty years old, granted, about twenty or twenty-five... yeah twenty, in 1910 it was opened.  Mather moved in there.  But it was out of the other houses you see pictures of the houses around there, even on the other, the south side of Euclid.  And a lot of these have turned into multi-family units, apartments, until eventually people couldn’t afford to keep them up, people couldn’t keep them up so they were torn down for other things.  When they built it they expected that area was going to bloom, and they were proud of it then.  Interesting if  the Town and Country Club would have succeeded rather then have a college here.  But that is one of those “what if’s” we don’t know.  I like “What if’s”.  Just imagine it.  And, you know, like the bookstore was a car dealership.  Would having that increased the commercial activity there?  Would there have been a sports car dealer there?  Would a used car dealership across the street from where Tom Johnson’s house used to be, would that have been there?  Would they have built a gas station there?  There’s pictures showing a gas station across the street where the science building is, there was a gas station there at one time.  Looks like a Gulf station but they always block out the letters but it had that round ball, it looked like a Gulf station.  Interesting, what might have happened.

Mr. Clayton: Mr. Becker, I have run out of questions for you, I would like to ask if there is anything else you would like to add?

Mr. Becker: No, I think I have rattled on enough.

Mr. Clayton: Then I will ask our facilitator if there is anything you would like to add?

Facilitator: No, I think you’ve covered it well.

Mr. Becker: Okay, good.
Mr. Clayton: Well this concludes our interview, I want to thank you for you time.

Mr. Becker: Your welcome!  I’m glad to do it.
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