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Catherine Tekien:  Hi it’s November 17, 2005 and I’m here interviewing Rich Horton 

                                and my name is Catherine Tekien. Rich thank you for coming in

                                today.

Rich Horton:          It’s a pleasure to be with you.

CT:  OK.  Well I just want to start by out by asking how long have you lived in the

        Cleveland area.

RH:  I’m a lifer. I was born and raised in the greater Cleveland area. Growing up

        primarily in Geauga County.

CT:  Geauga County.

RH: Mm hm.

CT:  And is your family then from around here as well.

RH:  My family we was from Cleveland area and then we moved out to Geauga County, 

         Chesterland, and Munson Township and out there and that’s where we basically 

         settled and grew up both my parents are gone now.

CT:   You grew up in Chesterland.

RH:  Yes yes.

CT:  It’s beautiful out there.

RH:  yes.

CT:  What are some of your childhood memories out there.  It’s beautiful out there.

RH:  It is beautiful.  And of course when I grew up out there it was very rural. And we

        were very fortunate in that my dad was a homebuilder and so we had usually

        large tracks of land until he developed them.

CT:  Oh OK

RH:  And so I grew up with creeks and woods and fields and lot of time just spending 

        outdoors and enjoying the outdoors.  That’s probably where I developed my love 

         for the outdoors.  

CT:  That sounds like a great life for a child. And you currently live out there, you said 

        Eastlake.

RH:  I live in Eastlake now in Lake County yes.

CT:  How long have you lived there?  

RH:  Just about three and a half years.

CT:  It’s snowing out there today.

RH:  It is snowing out there today yes. 

CT:  Getting to the Shaker Lakes Nature Center How did you become involved with 

        it.  

RH:  My first recollection with the Shaker Lakes Park when I started teaching in 1965. 

         I was teaching in Warrensville Heights.  At the then it was called the Warrensville

         Junior High School. And it was at the time when the Clark Freeway was 

         proposed  to go right through the area and destroy the park.  And its how I became 

         aware of it because being a person who loves the outdoors natural areas are very 

         precious to me.  And so I became very aware of the turmoil that was going on with 

         regards to that.  And I kind of followed it and I even went to some public  

         meetings that were being held on it at that time. And that’s how I became aware of

         the Shaker Lakes park area.  And of course it was out of that in the late 60,s then 

         that  The nature center was formed as an environmental educational center.

CT:  You mentioned the Clark Freeway.

RH:  Yes.

CT:  That’s a topic I really want to touch on today.  I was reading a little bit about some

         Garden centers and they called them the little old ladies in tennis shoes.

RH:  The Little Old Ladies in tennis shoes. Yes.

CT:  Did you ever meet any of them and.

RH:  Absolutely!  Some of the wonderful wonderful people who really cared about 

         the land.  And many of them lived right in that area.  One of them that comes to my 

         mind who was just probably one of the greatest human beings I ever worked with 

         over there was a woman by the name of Jean Eakin and Jean was just a fabulous 

         human being very much  of an environmentalist, and a conservationist and she

         just loved the land and loved the wild life and the park.  She was one of those 

         people. A number of other people who were involved  as well. And  Kate Fuller is 

         another one that comes to mind.  These people really were dedicated to try to 

         preserve this natural area.  And it was really from their efforts that the land did get

         preserved.  They were able by a fluke they actually wanted the National Audubon

         Society to come in and do a survey of the park to see if it would be feasible to do 

         something with the land in terms of environmentally and there was a two-year 

         waiting list to get a feasibility study done by the Audubon Society. And out

         of the blue they got a call say we just got a cancellation do you want us to come 

         now?  And so that was how they came in, they did a study, they recommended the 

         establishment of a nature center, and it was from that that the citizens of the area 

         and all these people who were involved decided that’s what they wanted to 

         do so they worked out the details, they formed the non profit corporation, and the

         center was born.  

CT:  So that was how the center was born.

RH:  That’s how the center was born.

CT:  So what was their process?  Did they have to go out and get petitions, did they have

        to  get in touch with their Congressmen.  I mean what process did they have to do

        that you were involved in..

RH:  I was not involved in any of that phase of it.  However it was, all of the land in the 

        Shaker Lakes Park, its kind of a unique situation, was originally part of what was

        known as the Doan Brook parkway.  And so it stretched all the way from up  

        what is now Shaker Heights and Cleveland Heights all the way down to Rockefeller

        Park and all the way out to Lake Erie along the Doan Brook  That piece of land due

        to a fluke in the law that at the time there was a park commission that was formed

        and was declared unconstitutional by the state of Ohio and all the land had to revert 

        to the nearest incorporated city but there was only one at that time it was the

        City of  Cleveland. So all that land was and I believe still is owned by the city of

        Cleveland.
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CT:  You mean the Shaker Lakes.

RH: Yes.  And the way that things have worked over there is the portion that lies in 

        Cleveland Heights was leased to Cleveland Heights the portion that was in Shaker 

        Lakes was leased to Shaker Lakes.  And what the Nature Center did was that they 

        worked  out a deal where they would lease the land where they built the building and 

        the park area there that’s bounded by South Park, West Park, Larchmere, Bridge and

        so that would become their piece of property that they worked on. But the way the 

        situation was set up was that they would have oversight over the entire Shaker 

        Lakes Park working with the three cities, and as far as I know that is still the legal

        situation in terms of the actual parkland.  The nature center is a non-profit 

        organization so it’s private. sitting on  public land.

CT:  That’s interesting.

RH: Yes Yes. And  so they formed a non-profit corporation basically.  They have a board 

        of trustees, and they are the ones that have to raise all the money there’s no tax

        support that goes to the nature center, its all private funded.

CT:  That’s amazing!

RH:  It is

CT:  It’s a very nice facility out there.

RH:  Yes, Right.

CT:  So that’s how the center got organized.   There was a thing you had mentioned 

        about the Audubon Society.

RH:  Mm Mm.

CT:  When they did the study what did that make the area. How did that come into being 

        where the freeway didn’t have to go through?

RH:  The freeway had already been stopped.

CT:  Oh it did.

RH:  The freeway had already been stopped.  Yes.  They had basically the freeway had 

         been stopped before the feasibility study was ever done

CT:  Is that a fact?

RH:  Yes Yes.

CT:  And those ladies did that before the study

RH:Yes. It was more than these ladies-- they were the kind of the spearhead  but it was 

      all the citizens of that whole area were very much up in arms.  And I think that it 

      was just a matter of here is one of the jewels of greater Cleveland  you know this 

      beautiful open parkland that is also historic because the two lakes up there; the 

      Lower Shaker Lake and the Horseshoe Lake were actually built by the Shakers when 

      they had their colony up in there.  So those dams are still the original dams.  There’s

      remnants of the sawmill  which is the only building remnant that’s left from the 

      Shaker colony and its right there below the dam and it would have wiped those out.

      and so I think that everybody was concerned not only because of the natural area but 

      because of the historical significance of the area as well.

CT:  Yea because I had read that I think Albert Potter was the Cuyahoga engineer at that 

        time.

RH:  Porter

.

CH:  Porter.  I’m sorry.

RH:  Alfred Porter.

CT:  Yea. And he had thought it was a done deal until these ladies came through.  So 

        that’s amazing in itself.

RH:  Citizen action can still stop things and make things happen.

CT:  Yea. Gives hope for the rest of us.

RH:  It does It does:

CT:  OK now at the center they offer classes. 

RH:  That’s right.

CT:  I got that. What type of classes and who attends these.

RH: Well I got involved at the nature center probably in the early 70’s.  At that time I 

       was teaching at University School at the Shaker Heights campus and looking 

       for summer work, cause as most teachers you supplement your income by working 

       in the summer time and being I love the outdoors and I have a background in 

       the sciences I just decided  that maybe it would be fun to go down there.  So I went 

       down and applied for a summer naturalist position.  And got that position  and I did

       that for about three years, working as a summer naturalist  off and on over a 

       number of years.  And a got real excited about the program that programming was 

       primarily for children. 

CT:  OK.

RH:  It was primarily elementary. There was also we would do some family hikes on 

        Sunday and a variety of programming but most of  it was either children or families

        at that point and it was very focused on basic natural history or cultural history of 

        the area.  So that was the main focus of those summer programs.  It was in 1975 

        that I went full time on to the staff of the nature center when  I became the director

        of the nature center.

CT:  And what year was that?

 RH:  1975

CT:  Oh OK.

RH: Yes 1975.  And we had at that point we had contracts with school systems. Actually 

        we had three school systems that actually had people stationed at the nature center. 

        The city of Cleveland had a full time naturalist there to supplement their program.

        And the schools in Shaker Heights, and Cleveland Heights, University Heights

        shared a person who worked just with the students from those schools 
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CT:  Year round.

RH:  Year Round.  Well not during the summer time, just during the school year

CT:  Right

RH:  At that time the center had a only staff of a secretary, myself as the director, and a 

        part time custodian.  That was the full staff that actually worked for the center.  That

       did change over the next fourteen years 

CT:  Yes I’ve been there.

RH: quite significantly and even more since then.  I left in 1989 so the center grew quite 

        rapidly and of course the problems with the funding in the schools  led to those 

       programs being cancelled and their people pulled back into the schools so that we

       lost the naturalist from the Cleveland Heights, University Heights, and Shaker 

       Heights schools and the Cleveland Public Schools.  However we were able to secure

       contracts then with Cleveland Heights, University Heights, and Shaker Heights

       so that we could hire our own  full time staff naturalist to run programming for those 

       schools.  That’s how the center actually began to grown at that point.  The 

       programming we had a real wide range of programming.  We started a  program 

       called  Nature Nursery  Which is a program for 3-5 year olds, 3 ½ to 5 year olds. 

      And it became extremely popular I think its still one of their very popular programs.

       year round.  There’s programs each of the seasons, including summer.  We also

       started programming at the Kindergarten and First Grade level and then all the way

       up into the junior high and high school.  We actually had a high school group called 

       the  Junior Staff at the nature center that would do all kinds of outings and programs

       and the staff at the center grew quite large actually at that point. We had I think when

       I left  there we had three full time staff naturalists and a number of part time staff 

       people as well as of course a much extended office staff

CT:  Now this junior staff, are they volunteers.

RH: They were high school kids.  Yes.  It was a program that we had for them. And they 

        would basically meet on Saturdays.  And they would have natural history type

        explorations out in other areas around the county, or around the state, or even around 

        the country.  I mean we took a group of both the junior staffers and a number of 

       adults up to Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania for the Hawk migration one year so we 

       did a lot of that kind of thing. Plus they did service projects with the center in terms 

       of helping to maintain the trails and that kind of thing.

CT: Do they still do that I mean I have a son?  

RH: I don’t know if they do that time of programming or not.

CT:  He would love that.

RH: Yea.

CT:  Now you had mentioned earlier about the Shakers  You said you primarily taught 

        culture studies in the summers.

RH:  No we did  natural history and cultural history.

CT:  Right.

 RH: Both.

CT: The cultural that’s what I wanted to touch upon a little about because you did 

        mentioned the Shakers.  OK the Shakers left.

RH:  Yes.

CT:  In the 1800’s?

RH: Right Right They dissolved the community.

CT: And could you tell me who took over the community.

RH: OK.  The Shakers, which is really kind of an interesting part of the history of

       Northeast Ohio.  There were two Utopian communities in Northeastern Ohio.  In the 

       Heights area was the was the Shakers.  They were a very interesting group, because

       they originated in England and they immigrated to this country they brought their 

       religion  with them and they were basically a celibate community. They had no 

       marriage.  But men and women were totally equal in the community.  And so they

       were they really had a lot of very inventive ideas and creative ideas. Women’s rights

       was really probably one of the big things because everybody was considered equal, 

       shared property ownership all that kind of thing.  They developed that community for 

       a number of years and it was only one of several communities in the United States.  

       There is actually still one community that exists today in Maine,  Sabbath Day Like 

       Maine (SP?).  The name Shakers is actually kind of an acronym because that isn’t 

       their official title.  They were the United Society of Believers in the Second

      Appearing of Christ or something like that.  I can’t quite remember the full name. 

       But they dressed much like Quakers at that time. And so people kind of associated 

       them with the Quakers except that they were known for their very spirited religious

      dancing.  And so they were kind of called Shaking Quakers and that got abbreviated 

      to Shakers.  So they were in the Heights area.  And at the same time that they were in 

      the Heights area, just about the same time there was another Utopian society that was 

      headquartered out in Kirtland and that was the Mormons.  Which of course was

      polygamists.
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CT:  Yes. Oh.

RH:  And so two extremes two extremes were going on. But because of the 

        Shaker Heights Community and the Shaker Community in the heights area of the

        Shaker Heights and Cleveland Heights that area. It left a lot of cultural history to

        the area and you can still see remnants of it  in terms of where the orchids were.

        Jacob Russell, who was the founder of the community is actually buried right next 

        to Shaker up Horseshoe Lake.The dams are still there, the original pen stalk, which 

        is  the overflow device for Horseshoe Lake is still there. The remains of the sawmill 

        below the dams at Lower Shaker Lake is still there and you can see where the mill 

        race was that went to the famous gristmill now they had a 5 story stone gristmill into 

        the ravine and part of  North Park Boulevard in the Heights there is built right on top 

        of the millrace so that when the lake floods it goes right on to the North Park 

        Boulevard.

CT: Oh

RH: So we just do a lot of interpreting of the history of the area and with the Shakers and 

       how  they use the land and all that kind of thing.

CT: Well being celebrant I guess that would kind of end their streak

RH: It ended there because they based their whole growth on conversion. And so they 

        began to die out as they got more and more elderly and so the community was

        dissolved then.

CT: OK who kind of took over the area

RH:  I think a lot of the land was sold to private individuals

CT: Oh Ok


RH: So that’s how the land ended up being privately owned.

CT: There are beautiful homes all along that area

RH: Well that’s of coarse the Van Swerigens and the development of the 

        Heights area yes.

CT: So you have an environmental background so that’s why you got there. They said 

       that the Nature Center and the Doan Brook is in a watershed area?

RH: Right.  A watershed is basically a drainage basin. It’s in other words that all the land 

       in a particular area no matter where you are in the world.  Every part of every piece 

       of the earth is part of some watershed.  The Doan Brook watershed is all of the land 

       area that drains into the Doan Brook water the Doan Brook itself.  Which The Doan 

       Brook originates as two branches up in, one is actually almost into Beachwood up 

       by Highland View cemetery. Most of which is culverted and then runs through the

       Shaker heights Country Club. The other branch originates near Green and Shaker 

       Boulevards on that end. Again much of it is culverted until it gets to Warrensville 

       Center Road and then its exposed at that point.  And then the two come together just 

       below the Nature Center building and the into the marsh and then into the Lower 

       Shaker Lake.

CT:  Now when the brook is culverted.  Does that affect the flow in any way?

RH:  It affects the flow because it’s all underground.

CT:  Right

RH: Yes, and so what happens more or less is that the problems that come up is when 

       there’s flooding.  Heavy heavy rainfalls especially with development in the Heights

       area you’ve had a lot of streets put in, a lot of homes put in, and so there’s the 

       surfaces that normally would absorb the water now the water just runs off, and it 

       goes into the storm drains which all go into the Doan Brook-- in that area.  And so

       you get a heavier flow of water.  You also don’t have that the creek exposed to the 

       elements in terms of sunlight and that so you cut down the amount of wild life that 

       can live in or around it.

CT: Now you said that the Horseshoe Lake and  Lower Shaker Lakes were built by 

       the Shakers. 

RH:  That’s right.

CT:  There are four Shaker Lakes, correct..

RH: There are four Shaker Lakes.  There’s also Green Lake and Marshall Lake but those 

        were not built by the Shakers.

CT:  Who built those.

RH: Those were built as part of the development of Shaker Heights by the Van

        Sweringen brothers, I believe.

CT:  Oh OK.

RH: But they are privately constructed.

CT:  And they are all like…

RH:  But they are on, Green and Marshall Lake are on the south branch of the Doan

        Brook. So as the brook flows through the Shaker Heights Country Club it then goes 

        into one of the one lake and then into the other and then down and into the Nature

        Center area.

CT:  And does the damming affect the brook in any way

RH: Well it acts as you get sediment collection basins. So and Green and Marshall Lake 

        are not very deep to begin with and so those lakes do get quite shallow as the 

        sediment collects.  

CT:  So are there any future projects on dredging?

RH:  They’ve all been dredged at different times.

CT:   Oh OK. I didn’t know that.

RH: Yes.  In fact the Lower Shaker Lakes was dredged fairly recently within the last ten 

        years, five years probably it was dredged.  Actually it was drained and dredged.

        So they have worked them on those lakes.  They have to maintain them because at 

        this point in time because it’s an artificial dam situation things just can’t flow 

        through. And so they do act as collecting basins for sediments

CT:  Well that’s interesting that they drain it and then dredge it is that helping with any

        of the pollution issues?
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RH: I don’t know if it’s helping with any pollution issues because the pollution issues 

       are I think a whole nother topic in terms of being in that part of the area.  But what 

       does happen of course is that a lot of the muck that accumulates is actually decaying 

       leaves from all the trees along the area.  They get caught in these in these lakes and 

       then they begin to decay as their decaying they use up the oxygens in the 

       water and so that does affect the wildlife that can survive in there.  But that’s only 

       one of the environmental problems with the lakes.

21:35 minutes

CT:  Yeah.  OK now it starts off by the Nature Center the Shaker Lakes empties into the 

       marsh and then the  brook continues down from there.

RH:  The brook.  The north branch of the brook comes out of Horseshoe Lake. The

        south branch comes out of I believe its Green Lake and then the two come together

        just below the Nature Center building.  Into the marsh.  It flows from the marsh the 

        water flows into the Lower Shaker Lake, which ends at a dam that’s just above

        Coventry Road.  And then the water spills from there back into the original channel

        of the brook down through the Doan Brook Ravine, Which is  an absolutely 

        incredible geologic formation to University Circle and then its culverted under

        University Circle and then its exposed again as it follows Martin Luther King 

        Boulevard out to Lake Erie.

CT:  Now you said the ravine

RH: The Ravine.  Yes Doan Brook Ravine.  This was, this is a natural formation.  Its

        right across the street if you’re familiar at all with where Roxboro Schools are 

        Roxboro Middle School and Roxboro Elementary in Cleveland Heights.  There is a 

        very large slice of geology through there because of the different rock 

        formations. And it was at that site actually that the Shakers had built their 5-story

        gristmill.  Right over the edge of the ravine.  And  so its you can actually still see the 

       drilling marks where they actually quarried out some of the sandstone to build the 

       walls of the mill.  They were 5 foot thick.  The walls of the mill were 5-foot thick 

       and it was 5 stories high.

CT:  Quite an endeavor

RH:  It was it was.

CT: And then the brook finally ends in

RH: Lake Erie

CT: Lake Erie at Dyke 14 at that area. Tell me a little about Dyke 14 if you know

       anything.

RH: I know a little bit about it because it actually came into being while I was at the 

       Nature Center as the director.  Its what they call a dyked dredged disposal facility.

       The Cuyahoga River and the Port of Cleveland has to be dredged on a regular basis

       in order for the large oar boats and shipping boats to get up the river to the plants.  

       And so all of that dredging has to be put somewhere and so what they did was they 

       built this facility right where the Doan Brook comes into Lake Erie at Gordon Park.

       And big concern was of course that they would have to actually culvert the brook 

       under this facility. Which they did.  But now the facility is just about completely

       filled in. And so I  believe the last I heard is its going to be turned over as a

       natural area an extension of the parks system actually down through there.  Which 

       would be wonderful.

CT:  Yeah, I heard that too.  But what about the material that they got from the lake. You 

        don’t  know what material was in that dredging

RH:  Its mostly soil and sediment.

 CT:  It is?

 RH: Yeah.  Of course there’s going to be some pollutants in there also just from the 

         natural stuff that flows through the Cuyahoga River.

CT:  Right. It did go on fire at one point.

RH: But that was surface stuff.  So that was basically oils that caught twice its actually 

       burned.  But yeah its surface pollution that caused that. But there’s probably some 

       toxic chemicals that are down in the sediments as well, because we have all these 

       plants along the river and you never know  what ends up going into them.

CT: Yeah, I worked along there so that’s why I was just wondering. What type of people

        now live in Shaker Heights, and Cleveland Heights, and then I guess the Glenville

        area of Cleveland along the brook.  That are involved maybe what I’m trying to say

        is the ones that are involved with the Nature Center.

RH: I would not be real aware right now since I’ve been gone from the center since1989.  

       But I know that there is still a very large community support for both the watershed. 

       At the time that I was there we had the Doan Brook Watershed Commission.  Which 

       was made up of a number of city officials and conservation groups in the area trying

       to basically be a management force, or a  monitoring force to assure the vitality of

       the Doan Brook Watershed.  And improve the vitality of the Doan Brook Watershed.

       I know that along the Martin Luther King drive they now have a bicycle path that 

       goes all the way to Gordon Park.  I know that the former director of the Nature 

       Center, Nancy King Smith, has actually biked it.  I know that a lot of people have. 

       They actually do programs down into the Cultural Gardens area and the Rockefeller

       Park area and all those areas. So I think there’s even more what I would call good 

       usage of all ends of the park now rather than just up in the upper sections.
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CT: OK. Also I read about some controversy that they’re talking about right now.  

       Freeing Doan Brook and taking out that brickwork.

RH:  Oh.  In the below University Circle.

CT:  Exactly!

RH:  Right.  The Doan Brook when it comes out from underneath the circle was 

        channelized.  And that means that instead of letting the banks of the brook just be 

        normal banks that gradually come up from the water.  I believe it was an Army Corp

        of Engineers project they put in straight brick walls so you actually have like a 

       channel with high brick walls that follow the creek all the way down.  And the 

       problem with that is, is that because of the development of all of the areas around

       the Doan Brook we have so much more run off today than we’ve ever had.  And

       whenever you get that kind of run off and you’re in a channeled brook, they’re no

       place for the water to go but up, and so it becomes very dangerous. And people have 

       lost their lives in the Doan Brook because of when it’s flooding.  And some of the

       flooding that I recall in the Doan Brook area, I mean University Circle was under 

       water.  And I can remember even up at the Nature Center.  The Nature Center 

       building which sits on the edge of a kind of a little peninsula hill was surrounded by 

       water on three sides.  The parking lot being totally under water.   So there’s a lot of 

       run off that comes into the Doan Brook and so by removing the walls in the lower 

       section what your doing is your actually allowing a natural process which is called 

       bank storage. Which means as the water rises it spreads out it widens out and it slows 

       down and there is more time then for the water to recede without  becoming so

       dangerous and also the banks absorb some of that water because you have soil there

       to absorb the water rather than just hard bricks that make the water get deeper and 

      deeper as more water comes in.  So it is a real positive thing about bank storage of

      water.

CT:  So if they widen it, if they remove those stonewalls, will it have any effect on the area  around the housing.

RH:  No, there is no housing down along the brook.  It’s all parkland. It’s all parkland So what it will actually do was instead of it having the steep walls that people can fall into into the creek,  they would go back to the natural, gradual, tapered land coming down to the creek.  People could actually get very close to the creek when it is not flooding.  When it is flooding, it would not be as dangerous.

CT:  Oh, that is interesting.  I didn’t really understand.

RH:  Yes, there’s no homes along the creek there. 

CT:  OK. So it really would be…

RH:  It would be beautiful actually

CT:  Yeah, because it would create other natural habitats. 

RH:  It will definitely create more habitat for the natural. It would also allow I think some of the natural processes to occur when water tumbles and that kind of stuff over rocks. where it gets arrirated, it kills some of the pollution that gets into the water.

CT:  So there is pollution is a problem, as you mentioned before.  

RH:  A number of different sources of pollution, but one of them is bacteria from improperly constructed sanitary sewers.  
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CT:  Bringing up pollution, is that the reason why because I had done, seen on the computer and at the center they have pictures of the brook, from years ago and in it there’s a lot of people on canoes riding along the brook.

RH:  A lot of that was on the lakes.  There actually used to be a canoe club on the Lower Shaker Lake. Before the nature center came into being were going back, really far back, after the Shakers, when the original Doan Brook Park system was developed, the parks were an incredible attraction for people to get out of this city.  They would ride the streetcars out to the lower section of the Doan Brook.  There are actually estimates of tens of thousands of people in the park on a Sunday afternoon.  Strolling the trails There were, during the WPA times, they built carriage routes and horse trails up through the park. So I mean it was really a recreational facility in a natural setting for many, many people.  

CT:  That sounds beautiful.  What is the WPA?

RH:  Works Progress Administration was one of the projects during Franklin Delanor  Roosevelt’s presidency.  Basically it was a federal works project to try and develop a  number of natural areas.  They worked on a number of things it was just one.  There was also the Civilian Conservation Core (the CCC).   These were a number of government-funded projects around the country.  

CT:  Well, I didn’t know that so I apologize.  Also, I read up that there was a Doan Corner.  On University Circle I believe it was.

RH:  Yes. Doan’s Corner. The name Doan is actually a family name.  And I believe if I remember my history correctly that there was, I’m not sure what kind of a store it was whether it was a tavern or whether it was a stagecoach stop.  I’m not sure. But at Doan’s Corner they had this building and it was from the Doan family that the brook got named.  So, that’s where it comes from originally.  But, it was right off of Euclid Avenue if I recall. 

CT:  It was because of this tavern.

RH:  I believe.

CT: Was it a hot spot or something?

RH:  I have no idea.  

CT: I was just curious because Doan Corner came up and I was thinking about the brook. What are some of your most memorial moments those 14 or so years that you were there?

RH:  I think for me  that the most memorial time was the excitement  we had in terms of the program development that went on at the center.  From the nature nursing program for preschoolers right up through our elementary programs.  We became an international sharing center for the kind of programming we were doing. Which was I thought, to me was very exciting.  We had a program called earth keepers. Where we brought every 5th grader from the Cleveland Heights, University Heights schools, and the Shaker Heights schools to the center for 3 days. And it was a program it was a true program to immerse them into the natural world and help them understand the life processes that go on our planet and then helping them realize that they have to change the way they live to be good stewards and to sustain the earth as we want it to be sustained for the future. I saw so many kids get excited.  I had so many parents calling me to say I cannot believe our kids are coming home saying we got to recycle these things, we’ve got to turn the lights off.  The kids became the monitors of energy flow, and the monitors of cycling of materials and this type of stuff.  Which is what we wanted them to do.  Because we wanted them to realize that everything is connected.  So whenever you do something, it is going to affect something else..  That was probably one of my most exciting times at the center.  To see that program come into being and to see it so successful for so many years.

CT:  It is amazing to do that much in just three days.

RH:  It was part of an extensive program.  We actually had developed our contracts with the school systems in that we saw every 1st grader for a half-day program.  We saw every 3rd grader for a full day program and then we saw every 5th grader for a three-day program.   So we were building.  And so as  the kids came through the schools, they knew that they were coming back and they were going to get another experience.  And so it was really an exciting time.  

CT:  So you said it was part of a national program?

RH:  International. 

CT: International

RH:  International program. We were a sharing center for an organization called the Institute for Earth Education. And Earth Education was basically and still is a very leading force around the world in terms of extending beyond the environmental education movement. It actually became disillusioned with the environment ed. because it didn’t feel it was doing what it should be doing. And it went further in terms of  helping people understand the world and the earth.  We at one point had three staff members who were all  what we call associates of the Institute for Earth Ed.  Which were volunteers who work with the institute in development of programming.  I was very excited and very pleased to be one of those three people over the years.  Actually, I am still involved with the institute. So. 
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CT:  Well, it sounds like you did quite a bit early on to what it is now. 

RH:  I think so.  I was actually the second full time director.  The first full time director was the actually person who got me interested in Earth Ed. Whether he knows it or not, Gary Nelson was the first director of the center. And then he left to go back into the schools.  They had an interim director for a couple of years and then I came on in 1975 as the second full time director.  And I was there until 1989.  I saw a lot of growth and a lot of change.  We put the first addition on the building at that time.  We built the All Peoples Trail, we redid the Sterns Trail, to help protect all the environment area we saw the development of the wild flower garden, which was the project of several garden clubs in the area.  Wonderful support from many many many people.  

CT:  Well you mentioned the water.  What garden is that, I’m sorry?

RH:  Wild Flower Garden.

CT:  Wild Flower Garden, and the Audubon Society.  So it sounds like several habitats are along this area?

RH:  One of the beauties of the Shaker Lakes Parks is you’ve have open area that is basically meadow like and you got lots of woods different types.  You got ravines, you got geological outcroppings, so you got a nice diversity of habitat.  You’ve got the beautiful marsh, you’ve got the lakes.  So it is a really diversity of habitat which results in a lot of wildlife that many people don’t even realize its there.  When we were building the All Peoples Trail, they had portable gasoline powered augers that were drilling the holes into the earth to put the pylons in to support the All Peoples Trail.  And it was not unusual for them to turn off their augers and turn around and there would  be deer standing there looking at them.  Because deer are very curious. Here they were living in the marsh and we did not even know it. There’s a lot of the bird life is phenomenal.  During migration, it is a real wild habitat in terms of lots and lots of great birding.  A lot of birds just rest there overnight before they head on or during the day before they move on. They bulk on the feeding.  So, it is a lot of that kind of thing.  Red fox, raccoons of course, opossum and all the other mammals that are in the area.  Probably the most disappointing thing is the lack of good amphibians and reptiles.  That’s primarily due to the water quality problems. 

CT:  What are the ducks feeding off of?

RH:  A lot of the ducks are plant eaters.  So they are eating off of the vegetation.  The ducks and the waterfowl that do feed on fish, there are fish in the lakes.  There are several species of sunfish and there are some minnows, and there are some goldfish which of course which not native that are there also so there are other things for them.  And of course the great blue heron which is now the symbol of the nature center.  Back when I was there, it was the mallard duck was the symbol.  Now it’s the great blue heron and great blue herons are very common feeding in the lakes there.  You see them all the time.  Which is a very stately, beautiful bird. 

CT:  I’ve seen it on the cover.

RH:   Yes Yes. But They’re a big bird.  You know, so it was not unusual to take a hike down along the lake and see them sitting on a branch watching for fish or wading in the shallows looking for fish and that kind of thing.  

CT:  I know I have walked along that All People’s Trail. And heard I did not know what was in the forest just running by.  I saw some of the ducks.  I was there Saturday and I saw some ducks, and I would think that they would have already migrated.

RH:  No. No, A lot of the mallards are still around they’re still here and of course the Canada geese they don’t really migrate much anymore because there’s  too much food source for them.  Actually, they have become a problem because there are too many of them.  But there’s a lot of geese that  stay year around.  

CT:  The food source, would that be like kids feeding them I saw some kids feeding them bread and other stuff?

RH:  Bread is very unhealthy for ducks.  There’s a lot of natural food.  Anytime you have mowed lawns it’s perfect feeding for geese.  Geese are basically they eat plants and nice short lawns are great sources of food for geese.  You go to places like Cuyahoga Community College at the East Campus for example they have these huge mowed lawns; there are geese everywhere because there are feeding on the grasses. And of course with all the large lawns and homes there in the Shaker Lakes area up by the nature center, great sources of food for geese.

CT:  So the cold doesn’t affect them?
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RH:  Not severely. No they can handle it.  If it gets to cold they’ll move a little farther  south.  But as long as there’s plenty of food to eat they do OK.

CT:  Yeah it just took me by surprise when I saw them and I’m like chilled. But I thought they would have migrated south. The blue heron do the blue herons migrate?

RH: Yes the blue herons do migrate.

CT:  Where do they go too?

RH:  They probably go just south enough that they can have little warmer temperatures. Into the Carolinas.  Well they’ll go far south down towards the Gulf.  So They’ll go quite a ways.

CT:  Well I’ll follow them.  But is there anything else you wanted to bring about Doan Brook?  The Watershed?

RH:  I think probably the thing that is most encouraging to me is that the center has continued to have good leadership.  And to grow in many ways and diversity of programming that they offer.  And wonderful community support because the Shaker Lakes Park is a jewel.  And it’s great to see it continue to be supported and to be nurtured actually as a native wild park.

CT:  Thanks to some

RH:  A lot of people

CT: Some brave ladies from the garden centers.

RH:  Yes. 

CT:  Emma, do you have any questions?

Emma:   About what year.  You had mentioned the schools having full time naturalists what year did they pull those naturalists back in?

RH:  When I started at the center part time in the early 70’s they were still there.  They were there when I started, when I came on full time in 75.  I want to say somewhere around 78 to 80 that that happened, and it was all for you know it was a financial financial difficulties within the school systems.  Nothing new.

CT: No.  It’s even more so now.  

RH:  More so now.

EW:  Has there been any discussion of and maybe you do this about aerating the water.  You said that water how it runs under the culverts.

RH:  Aeration is a pretty artificial technique and it doesn’t really solve the problems of what is coming into the water.  It will help to help to perhaps kill some of the bacteria  but you’ve got so many other sources of both point pollution and non-point pollution.  The point pollution would be just like sanitary sewers that are improperly connected to

 storm sewers in the Heights area.  And what happens is then is that raw sewage ends up being dumped into the creek.  Most of that, I know that the cities have been on a real campaign to get those corrected so that doesn’t happen anymore.  In the Lower Doan Brook the Cleveland sewer system is a single sewer system.  They don’t have separate sanitary and storm.  And so what happens is that when you have a lot of rainfall and you have a lot of runoff the sewers cannot handle all of this water and so they overflow into the brooks usually, or into the lake.  And so you get raw sewage coming in that way as well. Your other sources of pollution in the Heights area in particular, will be called non-point sources of pollution and that is things like the runoff of pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers. Everybody thinks well fertilizers are good.  Well they’re not good in the water system where you got too much off them.  It makes things grow too fast, especially algae.

And so that creates all sorts of problems but you have to realize that most of the areas around the Shaker Lakes have lawn services and they use pretty extensive herbicides pesticides and fertilizers.  Along with the fact there are two golf courses on the watershed that also use all that stuff.  So you got a lot of that kind of pollution coming in. I think part of it is an education process. I know that the Nature Center is very heavily involved in promoting a non-toxic lawn maintenance type program programs for the neighbors to learn about it and how they can do it and companies that are doing it. Which is a very important thing to look at.
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CT:  Yeah because if they clean up the brook.  They have to prevent it from getting it polluted again.

RH:  Well cleaning it up will just mean that it becomes more viable and it will be a better habitat for more things.

CT:  And you don’t want pesticides going in once you clean up the brook.

RH:  That’s right, that’s right.

EW:  What was the most amazing bird sighting that you’ve had or other wildlife.

RH:  I think probably the most maybe it wasn’t amazing but it was dramatic.  Actually I think of two right away.  A small bird that was discovered at Shaker Lakes many years ago was a finch not a gold finch a house finch. And house finches are not native to the Midwest in fact they’re originally were only native to the west coast.  And the story goes, that there was someone who owned a pet store in Long Island who was out visiting in California and loved these beautiful birds, and actually trapped them and took them back to his store in Long Island to sell them. Which of course they’re native songbirds out in California, it’s illegal.  And so they were forced to release the birds and so they released them on Long Island.  And for many many many years if you looked at a bird book they would show the habitat for the house finch in either California or Long Island and nothing in between.  There was a discovery that these birds were starting to migrate back towards California but as they were doing it they started setting up nesting colonies.  And so I remember when the first house finch was sighted in the Shaker Lakes area.  There was an ornithologist from John Carroll University who found the nest.  And wouldn’t tell anybody where it was because he was afraid it would disturb the nest and then we then wouldn’t be able to see these beautiful birds. Well it turns out that these beautiful birds can adapt to almost anything and now their population is huge around here, which is fine because they’re native. And they actually compete with the what we call the English sparrows, which are a non-native bird around here. And you see them all the time they’re just everywhere feeding its feeders in your yards and actually when I lived in the Cleveland Heights area I had a hanging basket on my back porch and one nested right in the hanging basket 

CT:  One of the finch.

RH:  One of the house finches, yes.  They had a pair and raised their young right there on the back porch so it was always really neat.  The other sightings I think were really exciting for me were Great Horned Owls.  We used to see Great horned Owls every summer we would see them.  They are such a majestic bird and just beautiful. And a lot of people didn’t realize that they also were nesting in the Shaker Lakes Park.  And of course, probably the most common predatory bird that we would see was the Red-Tailed Hawks, which are very abundant in the park because there such good food for them called squirrels.  It was not unusual for us to get calls from neighbors saying that there is this bird in our front lawn that is ripping and tearing a squirrel apart. So but those are some of the exciting ones along with the great Blue Heron of course.

CT:  Well I think that’s it unless you have anything else to add.

RH:  No. I think that’s great.

CT:  Well I appreciate your time you really helped me out a lot with the information

RH:  It’s been a pleasure.

CT:  Well we’ll get a copy to you with this and then we will let you know about the Euclid Corridor Project.

RH:  Wonderful.

CT:  Yeah.

RH:  I touch the Euclid Corridor project in couple ways.  I’m an active member at Trinity Cathedral as well so.  

CT:  Oh OK.

RH:  So I get to hit there. And I am currently working as an educational consultant in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park. So I’m seeing the whole other end of things along the river, and the pollution problems and that along the river--So.

CT:  Well you are the person.  Well Thanks again.

