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Patrick Miller:  Basically, I am just going to start off by asking you just some biographical background information, before it gets into anything too serious.  The first thing I’m going to do is just identify the date and what we are actually doing here.  In which case, it is December 6, (Mistake edited) 2005, and I am here in the Communications Building of Cleveland State University in Cleveland, Ohio, with Jake Rosenheim.  My name is Patrick Miller and once again my interview subject is Mr. Rosenheim and if you could just, please just state your name for the record and where and when you grew up.

Jake Rosenheim:  My name is Jacob Rosenheim.  I grew up on the East side of Cleveland.  East 84th and Crawford to be exact.  Went to high school, went to Hough School, Addison Junior High, and East High School.

PM:  Excellent.  What are your basic memories of the neighborhood, as you were growing up?

JR:  It was basically a middle-class, working man’s neighborhood.  Very few of us owned automobiles.  We used public transportation most everywhere we went.  We walked to school all the time and it was a very nice, safe neighborhood.

PM:  What types of things did you do with the children in your neighborhood, with other kids in your neighborhood?

JR:  We played ball as soon as the snow went away.  We played baseball.  We played football as soon as the school started in September, and if it snowed a lot and got icy we would play hockey in the middle of the street with a tin can and hockey sticks.  (Laughs)

PM:  Excellent.  Back to your neighborhood.  You stated that it was a middle-class neighborhood.  Did the demographics change at all while you were living there?

JR:  Oh yes, right.

PM:  Approximately what time?

JR:  I would say about the mid 1950’s.  The demographics of the neighborhood became as far as ethnic background is concerned, became mostly African American.

Mark Tebeau:  Jake, could you actually describe, I mean one of the things we were just talking about while Patrick was getting coinage.  Could you tell the story you told me about how the neighborhood changed?

Jake Rosenheim:  Yes, yes.

MT:  And then also just elaborate a little more on what the street looked like and all that stuff.  And who your friends were growing up? 

JR:  Okay.  The neighborhood was a mixture of single homes, multi-family homes, boarding houses they were called in those days, apartment houses.  Businesses were located along Hough Avenue and Euclid Avenue.  Around the mid ’50’s a friend’s family of mine on Crawford road sold their house to an African American, who happened to be W.O. Walker, who was at the time publisher and editor of the Calling (Possibly Collin) Post, the African American newspaper in Cleveland.  As soon as they moved into the house, it seemed as though for sale signs along the streets in the neighborhood popped up like tulips in the springtime.  And that was actually the beginning of the change of the ethnic make-up of the neighborhood. 

PM:  What would you attribute the for-sale signs going up to?

JR:  I think it was a matter of ignorance and people not being willing to sit down and make friends with the new neighbor, and find out what the culture is all about.

Time Stamp- 5:06

PM:  What were your family and your individual experiences with the new families?

JR:  Well, on several occasions.  I had just graduated from high school and I used to park my car in the garage, kind of about maybe a hundred to two hundred yards away from my apartment and on many late nights when I came home from a date, I would get chased home.  And people in the neighborhood, the older people in the neighborhood became very frightened with that kind of a situation, and put their homes up for sale and moved.

PM:  Who, exactly was chasing you?  Was it people from the neighborhood?

JR:  African American gangs, right.

PM:  When did your family decide to move from the area?

JR:  We moved out in 1955.  

PM:  Do you feel your family was one of the last to leave?

JR:  No, I would say we were probably right in the middle.  A lot of people had already left and by the time, within a couple of years, pretty much all the rest of the Caucasian families had moved out.

PM:  How did your family feel?  It seems as though from the stories that it is almost as if you were chased out of the neighborhood.  How did your family feel?

JR:  Yeah.  We were kind of disappointed because it was a very comfortable neighborhood, and lots of friends, and it had been up to that point very safe.  Never had to worry about coming home late from a movie show or anything.  So we were kind of sad to have to move.  We had a lovely apartment, with a porch and by the way the apartment building has been renovated and named a historical building now.  (Chuckles)  But, we were very happy and comfortable in that apartment and we hated to leave.  We really did.  We moved to the Euclid Beach area, into an upstairs apartment with no porch and it was certainly not as comfortable as the one on 84th.

PM:  I was going to go back to your childhood.  Basically, I actually did not get background information about how your family ended up in Cleveland.

JR:  They moved up here from Virginia.  During the depression, when my grandfather, who had owned a retail store in a small town in Southwest Virginia.  And the store failed, and my family moved up here and found work.  And that’s how I was born up here.  And that’s how they got here.

PM:  Also, back to your childhood.  You had stated that you had played ball in the neighborhood . . . (Unintelligible) . . . You mentioned baseball.  What are your remembrances of playing baseball in the neighborhood?

JR:  About a block over from our apartment was an empty lot.  Actually it was two empty lots, with West 85th street cutting through the middle of the two lots.  And we laid out a baseball diamond with a big willow tree as the backstop.  And that’s where we played ball, if we had enough players to get at least five or six on a team, then we would have, then we’d play that way.  If not, there was a big wooden fence where we would paint a strike zone and play with a tennis ball and a bat or whatever.  If we only had two or three or four, you know.

PM:  Excellent.  What other baseball experiences did you have growing up?

JR:  Well, if the older guys were using the field and playing ball and they didn’t have enough players, us younger kids would run the bases for them.  (Laughs)  So, that was a lot of fun. It was when I enjoyed running.  (Laughs)

PM:  Apparently the older ones didn’t enjoy it.

JR:  Well, they wouldn’t let us play so they said, “you can run the bases for us”

Time Stamp- 9:53

PM:  Did you do any. . . Did you play any organized baseball?

JR:  Yes, yes.  Fisher Foods, which was a precursor of what is now Tops, went through a number of name changes since then, sponsored organized baseball, primarily played at Gordon Park.  And it started out, class F was the lowest, then class E, class D, and so on up the line.  And we played a lot of class F and class E ball, but it was not as we look at organized baseball today.  We got a t-shirt and that was it.  You came with your own glove, your own ball, your own bat.  And of course everybody wore tennis shoes, no spikes.  Sometimes there would be an umpire, sometimes there wouldn’t.  But it was a good experience.  Most of the teams we played, they were from neighboring neighborhoods.  So we knew the kids, either from school or from the neighborhoods.

PM:  When you were growing up, what were your experiences with professional baseball?

JR:  Well the only experiences with professional baseball, was of course listening to, reading the paper and going to Cleveland Indians games.  We were, all of us in the neighborhood were avid fans.  We collected baseball cards.  We would go around the neighborhood all week, and collect bottles.  At the time, there were deposits on bottles.  Some bottles had a one cent deposit, two cent.  The bigger bottles had a five cent deposit.  So we would collect all the bottles that we could during the week and cash them in for money.  That would give us enough money to ride the bus or the streetcar down to the stadium to watch a doubleheader on Sunday.  And we would go down at ten ‘o’ clock in the morning, and get the first seats in the general admission.  And we  watch batting practice.  We took our lunch.  We’d watch baseball all day, get home about six ‘o’ clock and then play some more ball.  (Laughs)  

PM:  Are you speaking specifically of League Park or . . .?

JR:  No, this was Municipal Stadium.  I attended one game in League Park.  And it must have been, I can’t remember, it had to be the last year they were there which was 1946.  And as I recall they were playing the Yankees that day.  I couldn’t remember who was pitching or anything.  At the time I was awed by it, it was really the first professional game I ever went to.  My mother took me.  

PM:  How did you arrive at the stadium?

JR:  Oh.  We took streetcars and buses.  I think we had to take two or three to get there.  Although it wasn’t that far from . . . I mean many times later as we got older, we would ride our bikes down there.  But, by that time they weren’t playing ball down there anymore.

PM:  After the park closed, you just stated you used to ride down there.  What were you and the other neighborhood kids doing?

JR:  Oh.  We would ride bikes.  You know.  Ride our bikes around and many times we would ride down to Gordon Park and then ride down. . . There was a road up on the cliff above the railroad tracks, prior to the freeway being built there.  We would ride all over.

Time stamp- 13:53

PM:  You mentioned that you were a great Indians fan.  What are your memories of the World Series Championship in 1948?

JR:  Oh, it was the greatest season ever.  At the beginning of the season, the Indians weren’t expected to do much of anything.  But it was a matter of Bill Veeck wanting to get rid of Lou Boudreau as the manager.  And there was a big, human cry among the fans to keep him.  And one of the newspapers ran a contest about, you know, write a letter to Bill Veeck to keep Lou Boudreau, and so he went along with it.  Being the showman that he was, he went along with it and kept him.  And I think Boudreau at the time felt that because of that he had to do something.  And I feel personally, that he willed that team to win.  He batted that year somewhere around .340 and hit a bunch of home runs and he just was . . . I saw him make a play I’ve never seen a shortstop make before.  He fielded the ball in the hole, flipped it to Kenny Keltner and Keltner threw the runner out at first.  (Chuckles)  I’ve never seen another shortstop do that in the Major Leagues.  It was just a very exciting . . . And of course it wound up in a tie with the Boston Red Sox and there was a sudden death one game playoff which the Indians won.  And when they returned to town after that game and also after the World Series which they won, I believe in five games or six games.  There were celebrations and parades in Cleveland that compared to the celebration and the parades with the end of World War II.  This town really went crazy for the Indians that year.  ’54, was a little bit of a different story.  The Indians had the greatest pitching staff, that year.  They had four, I don’t think they were all twenty game winners.  But they were all . . . Three of them I know were at least.  They were terrific.  And we set a record number of wins in 1954 for a team.  But, we lost the World Series in four straight games, that was kind of deflating.

PM:  Did you attend games in either of those two seasons?

JR:  In 1948, I probably . . . They played at that time, they played 154 divided by two is what . . . 77.  I probably went to fifty games.  Besides going on Saturday and Sunday with my friends, my mother and aunt and I used to go a lot.  

PM:  Did you get a chance to attend either the Boston playoff game or any . . . ?

JR:  Well, the Boston playoff game was in Boston.  But I was sitting in my science class in school and they had it on the P.A. system, and nobody was doing any kind of work in the school at all.  Did go to the first game here in Cleveland of the ‘48 World Series.  Sat in row Z in left field, up in left field, but it was an exciting thing to be there.

PM:  In 1954, did you attend many games?

JR:  ‘54, I had just graduated from high school and I was going to Fenn College in the fall.  And I had to work during that summer and didn’t get to attend too many games that year.  Although, we did go at night several times and of course didn’t get to a World Series game at all.  They only played two here I think.  Yeah, I guess it was two.  

PM:  After you finished with high school you said that you went to Cleveland State.  What career did you pursue after college?

JR:  Well, I started out in the engineering school at Fenn College, old Fenn College.  I met a young lady and fell madly in love with her and decided that I . . . I had a very good job . . . It was a co-op school then . .  . I don’t know is C.S.U. still co-op? . . . I can’t remember, but in any event it was a co-op school and after my first two semesters I think, I got a job with a surveyor.  Now remember, this was 1955 and there was a lot of home building going on at the time.  And I got a job through the co-op system at Fenn College with a surveyor, who very luckily got a business of a company that built most of the houses in Brookpark, Ohio.  I remember going out on the crew to stake out a few houses in Brookpark, the first time we went out there, and the only thing that was there was the Ford plant.  It was all bean fields, and if anybody drives through Brookpark now, you know it’s just solid houses.  So we worked out there for several years and I was making really good money and I just didn’t feel like going back to college.  I met a beautiful girl and we got married, we had children (Unintelligible) And I finally went back to school I think . . . I can’t remember what year it was but, I finally got my degree in history in 1967.

Time Stamp- 20:12

PM:  You stated you worked predominately during those years as a home builder in Brookpark . . 

JR:  Well, no it was a surveyor.

PM:  Did you survey any other of the growing communities?

JR:  Oh, yeah.  We did work all over, both east and west.  It was a period of time where there was a lot of building.  People were beginning to have money to buy homes and they wanted to move out of the central city.  In the ‘50’s from our neighborhood.  And it was just a tremendous time of home building at the time.  And we were quite busy for a number of years.  

PM:  How did you feel about the . . . I mean did you recognize the gradual sub-urbanization that was happening?

JR:  Oh, sure.  Oh, absolutely.  Right

PM:  How did you feel about that?

JR:  Now recently, I don’t know if you have been reading the paper about Forrest (Sp?) City?  But Forrest City had a subsidiary company called Sunshine Realty which owned most of the land in Brookpark and the builder that we were working for at the time was subsidized by Sunset or Sunrise Realty.  And so that was a big part of my life at the time.

PM:  Did you ever work in a sports oriented job?

JR:  Yes, I went to work on a part time basis in the sports department of the Plain Dealer in 1959.  I worked part time there for about five years and I was very taken with the business, the newspaper business, and I wanted to work full time for them and they said you’ll have to have a college degree.  That’s when I went back to school, that’s when I got a history degree and they hired me full time and I worked there for . . . I retired in 2000, so how long is that?  Forty some years, pretty close to forty years. 

PM:  What did your job entail at the Plain Dealer?

JR:  Well, I started out as I said in the sports department.  I was a copy editor on the sports copy desk and I made up the paper in the composing room.  This is all stuff you probably don’t even know about because the newspaper business has changed so much since then.  Then I moved over to the news side of the paper.  And then I was given the opportunity to work in the business side as the promotion manager.  And I was the promotion director for about twenty years at the Plain Dealer and then they asked me to set up an interactive telephone system, which I did.  And did that for about the last ten years that I was there.  And then the internet became the hot thing and that was the end of the interactive telephone business.  I was ready to retire, so that’s what I did.

PM:  So it happened at a good time?

JR:  Yeah, right.  Exactly.

PM:  With the sports department, you said mainly you just dealt with being a copy editor and actually planning out the actual newspaper

JR:  Yeah, right.  We had to edit the writers stories and so on.  Some interesting things there.  You probably, if you read the sports today you will read stories by Bob Dolgan.  If that’s a familiar name.  He is now writing a lot of things about older players and nostalgic sports.  He was the Indians beat writer when I was on the copy desk.  He really came up with some interesting cliches that today are pretty common.  One is “He stole defeat from the jaws of victory”.  He had a lead one night with that.  He also, I’m trying to think of the catcher’s name . . . Oh, it will come to me, but I can’t think of it right now.  But he was a very clever writer.  He still is.  (Chuckles)

Time Stamp- 25:21

PM:  You spoke before about attending games at Municipal Stadium during the 1948 World Series.  I’m assuming that you attended it after that as well.  What are your memories of Cleveland Municipal.

JR:  Big, cold stadium, but when it had a full house it was exciting.  It really was.  I was there on several occasions in 1948, when there were over seventy thousand fans.  I mean, you know, people say the 400 and some games that they had sell outs at Jacobs Field.  I was at a lot of those, but forty thousand is not like seventy thousand.  (Laughs)  It was quite exciting.

PM:  You only really had one experience watching a game at League Park, but how would you compare Municipal Stadium to League Park?

JR:  Oh, my goodness . . . How could I?  It’s like comparing Texas to Rhode Island.  It’s probably the difference in size.  League Park was, even in the forties was an old ballpark.  It was built in the late nineteenth century.  You know in those days . . .  it’s only been since the early ‘90’s I guess that ballparks have become such luxurious places.  I mean, it was old, it was dirty, but you know it was the ballpark.  (Chuckles)  All the guys smoked cigars and wore hats all the time and it was interesting.

PM:  It was a different time.  Was the atmosphere different?

JR:  Oh, sure it was.  It was much different, right  You know, you go to a ballgame today . . . One, you can’t smoke, no one can smoke in the ballpark.  Everybody is clean up, I mean, you know, you use to just throw everything on the floor, when you were eating your peanuts and everything.  Now they want you to take it out and put it in the garbage container and so on.  In those days, you just dumped it on the floor, put you cigarette out on the floor.  There’s a lot of difference, right.  All for the good, I would say.

PM:  What experiences have you had at the Indians current park, Jacobs Field?

JR:  I attended a couple of playoff games.  A couple of World Series games, in ‘95 and ‘97.  I had a partial season plan the first four years of Jacobs Field.  It was an exciting time.  From ‘94 on it was very exciting.  I was there the night that Tony Pena hit a home run in the thirteenth inning of a playoff game to win it.  I guess it was against Boston?  Right?  Yeah.  So, there were some very exciting times.

PM:  Jacobs Field is sort of a return to the past.  How do you think it compares with League Park?

JR:  Well, League Park had a right field wall, much the same as Fenway Park has a left field wall, and a net behind it.  I think they tried to do that with the big wall in left field at Jacobs Field.  But it’s now, with all the lights and everything digital things all around it.  It’s like being in a pinball parlor or something.  Other than the way it is laid out in much smaller dimensions than say Municipal Stadium, that is about the only comparison you can make with League Park.

Time Stamp-30:13

PM:  Do you prefer . . . As a baseball fan, do you prefer the smaller baseball parks?

JR:  Yes, yes I do.

PM:  Have you attended . . . I’m sure you’ve attended games in other cities.  What do you feel about their parks?

JR:  Well, I’ve been pretty impressed, I think Dodger Stadium is a wonderful park.  It has several tiers of stands that are not very . . . There’s not too many  rows of seats, so that you don’t have to walk forever to go up and get a hot dog or something at the concession stand.  Of course, Wrigley Field and Fenway Park are both just tremendous parks for watching a ball game.  You’re almost just in the game at both of those parks.  I couldn’t stand the Astrodome.  That was a terrible ballpark.  And the cookie cutters in Pittsburgh and Cincinnati were pretty cold too.  I have not been to the new stadiums at either one of those cities.  Yankee Stadium, of course has a lot of tradition.  It’s kind of a thrill to be there.  

PM:  You’ve stated your love of baseball.  Who have been some of your favorite baseball players, through the years?

JR:  Well, I think I said earlier Lou Boudreau was my all time favorite.  No doubt about that.  I loved watching Joe Dimaggio play center field.  He was fantastic.  Ted Williams was an interesting guy.  We used to sit in left field when Boston came to town and Ted was a nervous player in the field.  He was always pretending he was throwing or batting or something.  And we’d yell at him and scream at him, and he’d turn around and give you the finger.  He was a nasty guy, but we loved to go and ride him a little bit.

PM:  Other than . . . I mean you stated Lou Boudreau’s great hitting.  What other things did those players do that really stood out in your mind?

JR:  Well, Boudreau was a great leader.  As I said, I think he willed that ‘48 team to win.  I remember one instance, it was a Sunday doubleheader with the Yankees.  He had been hurt the day before, sliding into second base.  He was the player-manager, of course, and so he was not in the line-up in the first game and the score was tied somewhere around the seventh inning or so.  The pitcher was coming up, that was in the days when they didn’t have designated hitters and he came limping out of the dugout. This was one of those games where there were seventy thousand or more there.  It was a doubleheader with the Yankees.  He came limping out of the dugout and everyone stood up and cheered and he limped over . . . Got into . . . Now this is something for him to put himself in, in a position like that.  I forget how many men were on base, but he hit a ball down the right field line, which would be a double for most ball players and he was so injured that he could barely make it to first base, but the runner scored and we won the game because of that.  Then we went on to win the second game and it put us in first place by quite a few games.  It was later on in the season, but it was a crucial game, as they say.

PM:  What are your favorite players on the current Indians team?

JR:  I think Coco Crisp is exciting.  I really do. I think Peralta is going to come into his own this year.  I think we’re in desperate need of a right fielder and we could probably use another third baseman.  

Time Stamp- 35:12

PM:  How do the current Indians players compare with the greats that you had stated?

JR:  Well, from a standpoint of playing in the game.  They probably are better, but because of free agency, and so on, they are money players.  I can’t blame them for that, but there doesn’t seem to be too many ball players that are willing to pass up a big buck just to stay with one team, in one town.  That’s the only difference, I think.

PM:  As far as the 1990’s teams as well, what were some of your favorite players off those teams?

JR:  Off other teams, other than the Indians?

PM:  Well, the Indians teams during the ‘90’s

JR:  Oh.  Well, Omar Vizquel, obviously was a very exciting ball player.  Who was the pitcher, Martinez, I can’t think of his name . . . Not Pedro?

PM:  Dennis Martinez

JR:  Dennis Martinez, right.  I liked him.  Lofton was an exciting ball player.  Of course, it was always exciting to watch either Albert Belle or Ramirez get up there and bat, they were fantastic.  That’s about it I guess.

PM:  I was actually going to go back to something.  You had stated, you actually experienced first hand both the racial situation in the 1950’s and also the sub-urbanization that followed.  How close do you feel that those two topics are actually linked?

JR:  Well, for one thing there is another factor and that is President Eisenhower’s road improvement which developed the interstate highway system, which made it much easier for a middle-class family with an automobile to live in the suburbs and work in the central city.  Whereas, lower-class people, people with less earning power, were stuck in the inner city.  That’s a big link right there to the change of the ethnic make-up of the inner city.  

PM: You had moved out by this time, but do you have any direct experiences with the Civil Rights Movement in Cleveland?  The Hough Riots?

JR:  No.  I don’t recall that there was any real Civil Rights Movement in Cleveland.  Yeah, you mentioned the riots, but we had moved out of the neighborhood by then.  There was no way you could get back into it.  It was blocked off and you couldn’t get in.

PM:  Did you still have any friends in that neighborhood at that time?

JR:  I don’t recall.  No.  

PM:  How did you feel when the riots were actually going on?

JR:  Well, I felt pretty lousy about it.  Let’s see, that was in the ‘60’s.  I think I was working at the Plain Dealer then and I remember that we were pretty close, because of the police situation, and covering it.  I followed it very closely from that and of course being in the neighborhood that I grew up in, I was very shocked about it really, and sad.

Time Stamp- 39:44

PM:  I’m actually . . . 

Mark Tebeau:  Okay, I actually have a couple of quick follow ups

JR:  Sure

MT:  A number of things you mentioned, I wanted to follow up on.  When you follow up, keep talking to Patrick, only for recording sake.  The first question is about this apartment you lived in.  It’s a national historic landmark now?

JR:  I’m not sure if its a national historic, but it’s a building that the Heritage Society here in Cleveland has . . . It’s been renovated and . . . 

MT:  What’s the address?

JR:  It’s a v-shaped building, half of it is on Crawford and the other half is on 84th, right on the corner.  The address of the entrance where our apartment was 1884 E. 84th.  

MT:  What do you remember about the apartment?

JR:  Well, it had a large living room, a dining room, a kitchen, and three bedrooms down a long hallway, and a bath of course.  It had a wonderful big porch with French doors leading off the apartment.  It also had a back porch, where we sat out there in the evening sometime.  It was a lovely apartment, it really was.

MT:  In 1954, you left Fenn and then you came back to was it Fenn College in ‘65 or ‘66 when you . . . 

JR:  No, it had become Cleveland State University.

MT:  So, tell me if you can recall how was Cleveland State of that moment in time different than Fenn College of ‘54?

JR:  Very little.  Except that it was a state university as opposed to a private college.  At the time, there was only Fenn Tower and Stillwell Hall.  I don’t even know, is Stillwell still there?  It used to be a Buick dealership.  It was on 24th street.  They converted it to classrooms and a cafeteria.  It was very nice, but that’s all Fenn College was at the time.  Then they built the main classroom.

MT:  Just out of curiosity, do you recall my former colleague as one of your professors, Alan Peskin (Sp?)?

JR:  I certainly do.  Joe Inck (Sp?).  One of my favorite.  Did you know Joe?

MT:  No.

JR:  Alan was a civil war expert, right?  I had him only for one class.  He’s a tough, tough professor, but a very bright guy.

MT:  We may do some interviewing with him to recall that Fenn-C.S.U. story.  Do you remember the Quansat (Sp?) Huts at all?

JR:  Yeah, down on Chester.  

MT:  Tell us, if you can take us back to 1966 here at Cleveland State.  In your mind.  Did you drive in?  That kind of thing.  Describe a day of class.

JR:  Yeah, I drove because what I did was I was working full time nights at the Plain Dealer.  What I would do is when I registered, I would try and get the classes starting at eight ‘o’clock in the morning and leave an hour or an hour and a half between classes so I could do my homework, because I was due at work at five.  So I’d come down here at eight in the morning, go through my day at school and then go to work at five until about one thirty, two ‘o’ clock.  I did that for two years.  I finished up everything and got my degree in two years.  It taught me a lot of discipline, believe me.  Then I took a year here at Marshall, Marshall Law School.  It was an interesting time.

Time Stamp- 44:42

MT:  Well, we may ask you more about baseball questions at another time.  

JR:  Sure, love to talk baseball.

MT:  Part of what’s nice about your story is the way it links neighborhoods.  One final question.  After you left Euclid Beach, where did you move. 

JR:  Well we were living there when I got married in 1957.  We first moved to a double house in East Cleveland, just between Euclid and Terrace.  Then we moved from there, back out to the Euclid Beach area because my wife got pregnant and the people who owned the house in East Cleveland didn’t want any children.  So we moved to East Park which was just off of Lakeshore.  In fact it was the next street over from Neff (Sp?) Road.  You probably know Neff Road.  That where we went.

MT:  When were you in East Cleveland?

JR:  1957.

MT:  So what do you recall about that little stretch of land?  Do you remember anything about Euclid Avenue?

JR:  Oh, it was beautiful.  It was wonderful.  It was a nice neighborhood.  The side streets off of Euclid were filled with beautiful homes.

MT:  Yeah, I’m thinking about that neighborhood now and is that building still there that you . . ?

JR:  I have no idea.

MT:  Well, this is great.  Do you have anything you would like to add that we should have asked you about, but because we’re interested in Euclid, and baseball, and Fenn we didn’t?

JR:  You know downtown, my mother and my aunt . . . You know, you probably . . . I haven’t mentioned my father at all.  My father died when I was an infant and so I grew up with my mother, my aunt, my grandmother, at times I had cousins there and uncles there.  I mean it was, you know, a big extended family kind of a thing.  Very happy, I might add.  But both my mother and my aunt worked at the May Company.  Many is the day when I was in school, both junior high and high school that I would just jump on the bus and ride downtown and go . . . There used to be an all newsreel theater across the street from the May Company called Telenews.  They just ran newsreels all the time and I would go in there and watch newsreels until my mother and my aunt got off work.  Then, I’d ride home on the bus with them.  Now when I got older, in high school, we had a car.  I’d drive down and pick them up and drive them home.  I’m really very, very sad about what’s happened to Euclid Avenue from Playhouse Square to Public Square.  It was such a vibrant area, with wonderful department stores and specialty stores, and so on, clothing, shoes, whatever.  Now, my wife and I just drove down there Sunday and other than the House of Blues, everything is boarded up and closed up and it’s sad.  This time of year, everyone of the department stores had these mechanical things in the window.  Santa Claus and elves, and it was so exciting to get dressed up and come downtown and look at the windows and see Santa.  It’s sad to see what it has come to.

MT:  Could you actually recall for us?  Just a little bit more specifically, is there one Christmas you remember especially?  Or one display?  Or one moment, something that really stands out?

JR:  My uncle, who worked with the circus all of his life, would always come home for Christmas.  He would get a part-time job at the May Company as a at the time they called them floor walkers.  I guess today you would call them . . . I don’t know what you’d call them today, but anyhow, he used to wear a big heavy overcoat with two big pockets.  This is not a particular year, but it is a few years when I was maybe anywhere from nine, ten, and eleven, something like that.  When he would come home, I would always reach in that pocket, and he’d always have something in that pocket.  A little toy, a piece of candy, something.  That’s what I remember.

MT:  We appreciate this.

Time Stamp- 50:47

(Pleasantries and project information exchanged)

Time Stamp- 51:45

JR:  The other thing about Euclid Avenue, I’m sure you know this is that back in those days and we used to walk down Euclid quite a lot.  Especially as we got older and thought about having a car.  There used to be an awful lot of used car lots on Euclid Avenue, but interspersed between those used car lots were these old mansions that the rich people built.  Of course the one out here that’s owned by C.S.U. is about the only one that’s left.  That and what used to be the University Club are the only two that are left.  There were quite a few back in the ‘50’s, late ‘40’s and ‘50’s that were still there.

(Two minutes of pleasantries)

Time Stamp- 53:56

Patrick Miller:  Did you have any other experiences with the mansions on Euclid Avenue?  Just walking by, you recognized them.

JR:  Yeah, right.

Mark Tebeau:  Were they in decline in the ‘50’s.

JR:  Yes, they were.  Most of them were empty and in decline.

MT:  It is actually . . . It is funny, I do know what you just said, but I only know it because we have the Cleveland Press collection here and people have discovered this . . . And I didn’t know this . . . It was a used car mecca.

JR:  Right, exactly.

MT:  But I’ve never heard it remembered fondly.

JR:  Oh yeah, we used to come after supper in the summer time when it was still light, ‘til nine ‘o’ clock or something and we’d walk down three or four of us boys.  We’d walk down and the car lots were closed by that time, so we’d just walk around and look . . . “Boy, I want one of these, I want one of these,” you know?  It was a lot of fun, we did that a lot.

Time Stamp- 54:57  End of Interview

