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Strugar:

Ok. Hi, my name is Milan Strugar. What is your name?

Becker:

My name is William Becker.
Strugar:

And where do you live?

Becker:

I presently live in Lakewood, Ohio.

Strugar:

Uh. Did you always live here? Were you born in Cleveland?

Becker:

I am a native Clevelander.

Strugar:

Ok. Now we are just going to go to particular questions concerning Fenn Tower.

Becker:

Ok.

Strugar:

And the first question is. Have you ever been inside of Fenn Tower, while it was working as a real college?
Becker:

Oh yes, many times.

Strugar:

You have.
Becker: 

Many times, yes.

Strugar:

Alright. See in the past a week or so, I did a project on Fenn Tower, oh, where I described some interior and exterior part of it.

Becker:

Ok.

Strugar:

So, what do you know about the interior design of Fenn Tower.

Becker:

Well going back, looking back I am familiar with the original design of the building and what it was designed for. It was designed as a country club, which was a franchise organization. People, uh, were to buy memberships there, unfortunately at the time they started building it in 1929 and then the crash came in stock market and the whole organization, National Town and Country Club, which was Nation Wide went bankrupt. And as I have been an archivist, the archivist here at Cleveland State for thirty years, so over the time, over the time I had the opportunity to look what has happened over Fenn Tower. And originally it was designed to function in, as an ( ) athletic club, it had different, different floors had different futures, including the upper floors which were for rooms, guest rooms, or ha, residential rooms. And, always wondering ( ) the amazing thing about the inside of Fenn Tower was the fact they had a swimming pool on the fifth floor. That’s the things people around here, that’s the unique feature of the building that most people remember. Them having a functional swimming pool, up so high in the building was like strange.

Strugar:

Hmm.

Becker:

Yeah, other things they did ( ) was that the upper floor there is a radio room up there.

I did not know that at first, because I have happened be wondering up there one day looking for a closets. ( ) they belonged to old Fenn College or university ( ) the stuck away closet. I wondered up there at the nineteenth floor, took a small stairway up there and found a radio room, which I though was pretty cool. I knew that was there, and then there was ( ) the world’s largest pendulum, when it was constructed. That was fun to find.  It went all the way from the top of the building down to the basement. So it had some unique features to it. And the stairways, the stairway was always strange to me in that building because you could walk up to the main stair way up to about the seventh floor and after that it just seemed the stairway just disappeared. You just had to use the regular, uh, stairway that you would find in most buildings now a days, between floors.

It had some interesting features.

Strugar:

Since the, uh, I think at least, as I did my project since the first eight floors of Fenn Tower were made up of ballrooms and billiard room and recreational facilities, and the pool like you said, were there any significant event’s that happened at Fenn Tower in the past frothy or fifthly years, in those recreational facilities?
Becker:

That building was the prime building of Fenn College about, since 1937 up to the time it became CSU in 1965. Many things happened in that building. You have to imagine the layout of the school at the time. You have the Fenn Tower at the northeast corner of E. 24th and Euclid and across the street from it, the east side, or the west side, excuse me, of 24th street was the Stillwell Hall. And to the east of Fenn Tower on Euclid Avenue was Foster Hall. That basically made up the campus of the school. Fenn Tower continued the most of the administration offices, some class rooms and other social areas as you mentioned. The primary social area was like the third floor. There was a cafeteria, snack bar there and what was also called Panel Hall that was where all the social events were held, in the school And they had concerts were the coral groups, ( ) the music groups on campus, the president reception for the graduates was held there. It was really a beautiful place. If now you can’t go up there ( ) even when they closed it, they had it locked of but the fact that was the most ( ) place on Fenn Tower, was the third floor, what they called Panel Hall.

Strugar:

Was there any contests held at the pool, because I read ( ).

Becker:

Of course they had varsity swim meets there and as well as the fizzed classes there, and the recreational, ah times there for the students.

Strugar:

Ok

Becker:

( ) it was called the Ellwood H. Fisher. And Ellwood H. Fisher was one of the Fisher brothers, Fisher Foods which later became part of Stop n’ Shop ( ) two mergers in now part of Giant Eagle. But he and his brother had a grocery store business in Cleveland in beginning of the 20th century.

Strugar:

( )

Becker:

He was the board of trustee’s chairman.  

When they purchased Fenn Tower, they named the swimming pool after Ellwood H. Fisher.
Strugar:

Ah, the next question is the ( ), do you know the guest rooms from the building were actually used as guest rooms during the Fenn College era?

Becker:

No, not as guest rooms, they were the dorms for the school.

Strugar:

So they were dorms.

Becker:

It was as I understand; it was until the seventies that it was male only.

Female students, there one time a dorm not part of Fenn.

( ) it was a home on Euclid Avenue had it for a couple of years and also at the YWCA but Fenn Dorms were always strictly male. 

Strugar:

Ah, I read that the I think that the first or the second floor ( ) can’t be very sure, but one was designed for men and the other one was designed just for women. Because in one of those ( ) were you, the [talking on the tape a little bit], one of the folders you gave me—

Becker:

Hmm. Yes

Strugar:

In one of the booklets it says that National Town and Country Club designed one of the floors to be just for women?
Becker:

Yeah, there is like on the second floor ( ) only woman’s restroom there.

You want to take that as a sign, yeah and men’s restroom is down on the first floor.

Strugar:

Yes so, was there?

Becker:

But you do not realize that the National Town and Country Club never did anything in the building.

Strugar:

Ok. Ok.

Becker:

( ) then it had been an original design, but because of the bankruptcy it sat vacant for many years.

And ended up at the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, and ended up with Fenn College buying it for the, just for the back taxes.
[Silence]

So when Fenn took over it really remodeled the building for its own purposes.

One of the things you will see at that is ( ) pictures of the Stillwell windows at the Euclid Avenue side in front.
Those are taken out, and replaced made into office areas.

There was also one other thing in that corner, the front corner of the building used to be the bookstore for the college.

Strugar:

Ok.

Becker:

So they had to do some remodeling.

Strugar:

Ah, there was a mention in the book, that there was a Turkish bath designed, did you ever see that Turkish bath?

Becker:

It had never used.

Strugar:

Never used.

Becker:

Never used.

Strugar:

Does it exist now in Fenn Tower?

Becker:

It was taken out early, ( ) no I never heard of anybody using it.

Again that was an animinitie that was used for the Country Club, but ( ) like never happened. I think that the Country Club had one event total, before it dissolved into bankruptcy.

Strugar:

You already answered this question, but I was going to ask it, the windows on Euclid Avenue were stores right ( ).

Becker:

It was designed for that.

Strugar:

Was it used ever?

Becker:

No. They did not have it. 

The only store that was in Fenn Tower was the college bookstore.

Strugar:

 Ah, how is Fenn College, how was Fenn College involved in the Cleveland Community?

Becker:

Fenn is one of the private colleges, and the whole thing Fenn started out, that was the YMCA school. And its whole purpose was designed organized to really focus on students who normally would not be able to college, on their own. Cause Fenn was second school in Ohio to adopt the coap program. And the idea for the parents was they got them enrolled for the school, they had what we call none conditional students now. And they would get kids into school, get them to their first year, and then these students were expected to go into corporative education. And that was the program where they would alternate, classes, school, classes, work; classes and work alternating for a period of three years. Then they come back for their senior year in order ( ) quarters. And the idea was you took an extra year, but that period of coap paid you bills for next quarter and kids could get through school. The students ( ), plus it took them an extra year when they graduated they had years experience in their chosen major and then often times they contacts with their profession.
They knew people, ( ) and they were hopping for using them to find a jobs.

Strugar:

Was Fenn College ever involved in charitable work in Cleveland Community, like raising charities or some funds at events?
Becker:
Fenn College is a private institution.

Fenn College was always raising money for Fenn College. 

It had to as a private college. 

Private colleges are always doing that.

Those sort of thing are always going to the community, try to keep them operating keep the percentage up.
Strugar:

Where there any specific events that you know of or that ( ).

Becker:

For what?

Strugar:

For those like raising money for Fenn College?

Becker:

Every year they had what they called the Fenn Corporation. And those were groups of businesses, businessman who were involved with the college and there are a number of tapes we have in archives of the corporation dinner and they come form the end of time in Fenn College. But Brooks Earnest president would get up and tell how bad it was not tight it was and few scrapping and cutting cost, be careful with this and that. They were able to ( ) were so close to a couple of hundred dollars or a thousand dollars, hundred dollars of something to clog the effort. Probably the biggest fund raiser they had outside of raising money for that was the raising of money to buy Fenn Tower. And that was, that was one time they really went out into the community and tried, got funds for the, the, to purchase it. But that was back in the mid thirties, but they basically ( ) they were going more towards businesses and industries. There are people there that were coap students; they hired coap students for their school.

Strugar:

Did Fenn Tower ever have a, based on the picture, a garden or something, open field were its occupants could be relaxed, like CSU has a ( ).
Becker:

No.
Strugar:

Never.

Becker:

No. Fenn College did have, did make a use of their vacant field over 30th and Chester, but the school their campus was small; it was almost a poster stamp campus.
They cut the grass there, you did not need a power mower you could use the hand mower. [laughter]

Strugar:

Alright.

Becker:

( ) the big space was, what is the biggest place in Cleveland State? What do you use for the main thing in Cleveland State is no different.
Parking, parking, parking. [laugher]

That hasn’t changed. [laugher]

Strugar:

What type of people worked around Fenn Tower, what ( ) was mostly?
Becker:

There were the business offices, ( ) office and cashiers office, ( ) the admission and records and the coap, the finance office, the financial aid office.
All those. The Dean’s offices from engineering, the whole school was.
Its best described when they ( ) built, when they promoted Fenn in early days they promoted it as the campus in the clouds. When the things were found out it was the third school in United States to have on its campus a skyscraper. So everything was really sort of pushed into that. The other building that were using after for classes over at Prospect, at the YMCA, but the main building and offices were over in Fenn. Even president’s office was over in Fenn. Athletics was over in Fenn.

Strugar:

What kind of people lived around Fenn Tower, mostly rich, middle…?
Becker:

Around Fenn.
Strugar:
Yes.

Becker:

They went bye, bye. 
The rich people, the ( ) days of Euclid Avenue, they were gone. There was one [mumbling] mansion left next door to Fenn. And you have the Mather Mansion which we use now for the college, but they did not use these mansions before, the rich folks got up moved out east.

Strugar:

So was it left mostly vacant or middle class moved in?

Becker:

It became, well that the mansion that was to the east of the Mather Mansion ( ) right were the I-90 is now, the inter belt, that was used as the Natural History Museum.
Fenn Tower became the Triple A building, oh not Fenn Tower, Mather Mansion became the Triple A building, it was not used for other purpose then business purposes or organizational purposes at that time, they were not, there was no body leaving there.
Strugar:

This is now a very strange question, but what nationality or cultural background were the people, what cultural background were the people that worked at Fenn Tower, was it diverse, different like nationalities, cultures, races ( )?

Becker:

I would say mixed.

Fenn probably represented a good deal of what was Cleveland at the time.

They had some blacks living there, working at Fenn. You can tell a bit about the student body, there were some blacks there. ( ) who could afford to go to school, one of the thing for the Fenn decline was the whole idea that there no public universities in the area of Cleveland. The private schools Case Western Reserve, John Carol, Baldwin Wallace and Fenn were effective in keeping out of public college, out of the Cuyahoga County. Was competition then, so you are dealing with people, different type of people who would be able to go to a private college, I mean a public school.

Strugar:

Was the National Town and Country Club ever involved in the Cleveland community before?

Becker:

No. 

This was an idea that started up, the idea who suffered from bad timing.
The economic depression came in twenty – nine and it was one of the victims.

Strugar:

Ok.

Strugar:

Was there any significant connection between Millionaires Row, like Mather Mansion and Fenn College?

Becker:
No.

Strugar:

No.

Becker:

No. Fenn, Fenn, remember what starts off on Prospect Avenue, it’s a YMCA school, so everything is happening around 22nd and Prospect. They, Fenn does not come into picture until the enrolment is bulging in Fenn and looking for room to move in and there is this big vacant tower over to the block and a half to the east. They start eyeballing it and its own by the government at this time, the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. Fenn starts appointing, getting some people to talk to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation on behalf of them working ( ) lets find, have a back cut for the taxes. Its better to for the college using this building then for it to be sitting there, gathering dust.

Strugar:

Ok.

Strugar:

The rich people when they like lived in Cleveland were they any involved in the creation of the Fenn Tower?
Becker:

( ) initially it is the National Town and County Club.

Strugar:

[mumbling]

Becker:

They did not benefit from them, who knows. There were people who were wealth and had memberships in Country Club. I know the mayor of Cleveland ( ) Harold Blaydon, he had membership in the club, ( ) the National Town and Country Club did not exist long enough to have kind of significant impact on Cleveland. It impact was creating, building this building on the corner of 24th and Euclid. 
Strugar:

Do you agree with the improvement being made to Fenn Tower today?

Becker:

I haven’t really seen what they have done. 

Fenn made renovations and I really hope they do a good job; it would be good for the campus.

Strugar:

But would you for example if they took out everything, the pool, the recreational facilities and other things would you agree ( )?

Becker:

Well, there are other people on campus besides my self, who know about these things and they have been, they urged the builders to leave the pendulum alone.

And you are not going to take out that pool, that would be, that’s just cost ineffective, that’s gona coast a lot of money to take that pool out. And you got a gym in there, why take it out, I mean you could use it. That’s an amenity for the people, under the dorms. 

Strugar:

There is one more question that I wanted to ask. 

Do you think that those facilities should be used, today by students going to CSU?

Becker:

Why not.

If you have them, the gym is nothing to brag about it is really a band box, cause I had classes there as a student. 

It was really like small, ( ) the basketball is not regulation size. It like a half court.
Strugar:

And last question, why did Fenn College become part of CSU, why did they agree to become public or become part of CSU because I know that ………

Becker:

You are asking why did they let CSU take over.
Strugar:

Yes.

Becker:

Ok.  As I mentioned there was the efforts by the colleges to keep out of public institution. Why? Competition and first crack in wall comes with the levy issues in sixty – two that creates Cuyahoga Community College. And as I have been told by former Fennies, people who worked there, I heard the story from different people, independently but that the schools posed the public stand which was: “This was a fine thing”. They had what they called the decommission in higher education, were the five schools meeting together, and they supported this, but in the background there was always: “It’s a fine thing, but do not put it near us”. It passed obviously, it was ( ) today, the one that hurt the most was Fenn because it was going to compete for students -- [can you hold it] [sorry for the interruption] When they, the Cuyahoga County past the levy for TRI – C, TRI – C would be really focusing on those students that would be the type of students that Fenn College also was focusing on. Those that had, have an economically harder time going to college and somebody who could not afford Case Western Reserve or a Baldwin Wallace, one of other private schools in the area. And we ( ) another factor that entered into this was the election in sixty – two of Governor Rhodes. James Rhodes who, the building we are in the Rhodes Tower is name after. One of Rhodes ideas was to have a college within a thirty miles radius of everybody in the state. And so this was the largest area without university. And it still goes that the director of development for the state of Ohio named Warren Chase, one afternoon, one morning called Brooks Earnest president of CSU who had CSU ( ) was though for them ( ) budget, made overtures about the state taking over the school. And it was a confidential conversation between the men, which somehow ended up on the front page of the Cleveland press that evening [laughter] And what that did was basically it dried up the money for CSU, rather for Fenn College, ( ) Sort of rote the death warrant in some sense for the school. ( ) people were thinking the state is going to take it over, ( ) something that was inevitable. And the money’s dried up for the contributions, donations to the school. So they ended up where the Fenn really budget was starting to hurt, and that helped the idea of moving the school toward the, towards becoming a state school supporter.

Strugar: 

Ok. What do you remember about growing up in Cleveland?

Becker:

Actually I grew up in Parma.

Strugar:

Ok. [Faint]

Becker:

And that was back in fifties. And one thing I remember about Cleveland was coming downtown, downtown was still shopping area for ( ) the malls haven’t been started yet. Parma Town when I was a little boy haven’t been built yet, that would have been            the big mall in the southwest suburbs. We would come down maybe a couple of times a year. My mom would take my brother and I down on the bus, big old ( ) what was called Cleveland Transit Buses back then, usually you sat always in the back of the bus, get bounced around in the back, we went over the Lorain – Carnegie bridge.

You go downtown and I remember coming into downtown Cleveland down Ontario Street, heading north on Ontario Street, cause my mother always ( ) shopping at Richmond Brothers and May Company, they were close together off of Ontario.

And then the big treat for us was, for lunch time she would take us to Old Mill Restaurant, which was a cafeteria style place on Euclid Avenue. You know you got to go in the line with the trays and dishes and you got to pick what you wanted, they served you in the plates but that was a big trill. Usually down in the spring time you got to sit in for Easter [happiness] you know [mumbling]. Down around Christmas time went downtown [mumbling] Other thing coming down was my grandfather lived in Baltimore and he would come to visit but he did not fly back then, you took the train. So we would, my dad would have us in the car, we ride down to a Terminal Tower, park and go in there. We would be in the big concourse and you would have people moving around in that, train never seemed on time really.  Took for ever to come for a little kid waiting for the train. always felt frustrated because I could not go downstairs, down to the platform to see the trains come in, but eventually my grandfather would appear from up the stairs and we would go home. Basically you know ( ) the other big thing in downtown was going down to Hailly Brothers, that was down the street you took the bus down there, down to 12th street, but generally basically in downtown was mostly shopping.
Strugar:

But when you went downtown with your family--

Becker:

Yeah.

Strugar:

Did you ever pass by the Fenn Tower?

Becker:

No, that was too far, that was too far, no.

That was to far east, my dad ( ) came shopping down, that was something we did during the day on the bus.

Strugar:

Do you have any memories of Euclid Avenue?
Becker:

The Euclid Avenue from basically from 12th street to the square as I was growing up that was my memories of Euclid Avenue. There seems to be ( ) a lot more restaurants downtown back then the stores. Now a days its ( ) dead compared to back then, but its mostly shopping coming down a couple times a years. Other times it would when my mother would bring us downtown to the Indian games. My dad was not a baseball fan. My mother was and we would get on the bus and take it down and walk [mumbling] Walked down from the square down to the Municipal Stadium and see the baseball game [mumbling].After the game we would walk back to pick up the bus and go home.

Strugar:

How did you become involved in the history of Fenn Tower?
Becker:

Actually I started out as a student here in 1969, got my undergraduate degree here in 1973 in history department. Went on to Case Western Reserve University ( ), I had a Fenn Educational Fellowship to go out to Case and it was in the history and archive program. They had an archive program out there at the time. ( ) I spent one year there, and then what do you do when you graduate with a masters degree; you try to find a job. [laughing] Back then was regular Vietnam war time, you always heard these terrible stories about the Ph. D in history ended up driving a cab or something [laughter]. Everybody wanted to teach and avoid having to go to the army. Well I got lucky I ended up with a part time job up here at CSU. I worked for a former Fenn professor who was now archivist. He was like eighty something years old, ( ) you would like talking to this guy. This guy was a 19th century gentleman, was a type of person that never said anything bad about anybody. I mean he would find something good to say about you, even if you just made a good cum of coffee. He was very polite, he spent fifty years here, so he was here for quite a long time and he came at the age of thirty – five ( ) [laughter], but he was about eighty – six years old. He had a secretary who wanted to go from full time to part time; I got the other half of her job, then she retired I got the system to the archivist position. When she retired ( ) the job sort of devolved on me. Ok. Because if you know education well enough, we go through periods were we so often cut the budget, cut the budget, cut the budget and that usually means they are going to cut a position, well professor ( ) retirement was came at one of those times ( ). Library had to give up a position, so they gave up his. So I just ended up at the position, finally I said I have been here fifteen years can I have the job and they said yeah. [laughter] So I say I got the job through the back door.
Strugar:

Have you written any articles or books on Fenn Tower?

Becker:

Actually I done one book on the history of Fenn College it self. It just came out in the March of this year and it’s a picture history book, there is a narrative history of Fenn written by its last president, Dr. Brooks G. Earnest and ( ) Dr. Earnest was an engineer and the book is very factual. Yeah everybody says it’s dry.

[mumbling] picture history of the college from 1933 to 1965 they paid when it was offering college level courses, this was sort of to make you try and give you the feeling what was it like to be at Fenn College, be a student there for a faculty member. That was the intent of that book. It’s a picture history, but there is a lot of pictures of Fenn Tower in it, that’s because it’s a major part of the school.

Strugar:

Ok. I have noticed that you have some picture over here so.
Becker:

Yeah.

Strugar:

You would be so kind to explain what they are?

Becker:

Ok. They are the three air view of the college campus. One of them is of CSU, they are taken from different angles so you can take a look and see what the campus looked like and also what the area around the campus looked like. The oldest one comes about 1949 and ( ) it’s a view looking from the northeast to the southwest. And you see ( ) the pink Bolton, which is the area we are sitting in right now where the Rhodes Tower is where the plaza and main class room and university center. 
And at the time, the Bolton state was used as a municipal parking lot and a turn around for the root buses. Then you see the ( ) you see the campus for Fenn College and will notice that there are. Actually that time the campus is just basically Fenn Tower in this part of town, around Euclid Avenue. Stillwell Hall is still the Ohio’s Motor building; you can tell that because the back driveway up the building it self is still on there. But the Arthur G. Chester building is in. And the interesting thing about this photograph is ( ) you get to see the fact that there is not freeway. Ok. That is an interesting part of this. Some of these buildings are going to get knocked down on Chester Avenue when they widen Chester to get the inter belt through here. But you can still see the--. You can see Mather, you see the Devero House next to that ( ), you also see where the Natural History Museum was. This here ( ), anything between 30th and Mather Mansion is going to be dug out, wiped out. You also see the flop houses, ( ) they are probably not that bad right now. ( ) series of Transient hotels on 20th street. The right side here, this is the 20th street, ( ) west part of the municipal parking lot. Between 20th and 19th street you see that the hotels, there are bunch of them. You also see crucial buildings along the south side, the north side of Chester and eventually that ( ) where out soccer field is right now. [mumbling] there is a lot of commercial buildings that are going to be knocked down especially about ( ) the 24th street where they are going to put in the inter belt in a couple of years.
Strugar:

Sorry to interrupt.

Becker:

Yeah.

Strugar:

( ) church and this was already there.

Becker:

Yeah.

Strugar:

Was the church built during that time?

Becker:

No, the church was already there, the church dates back. The interesting thing here is that you see the new Amsterdam, that is a hotel, right there, but that is where Viking Hall is going to be, that is torn down by the time I get here at Cleveland State that is not there, but that was the hotel that was there, that’s later torn down by and Viking is later put up. [mumbling] middle of the Bolton parking lot is the estate house. By the time I get here that is torn down. In fact this whole area from basically from 24th street to 21st street is nothing but a wall, a white wall of construction fence with ( ) side walk supervisor spaces where you sit and watch the building going up.
Strugar:

Was there a bookstore next to, across from Fenn Tower?

Becker:

No, that is a car dealership. Yeah ( ) that will become a car dealership. Used commercially for different things. In the book you can see it B.H. Motors its sports cars. ( ). You can’t see it really but across from ( ) you can see the back end of Foster. 
Strugar:

Hmm.

Becker:

( ) = for over 2 minutes

Becker:

They did not have dinner under the college program.

Strugar:
Do you know when the Woodling Gym was started being constructed?

Becker:

( ) Fenn Tower is the only building on campus that was named twice, I do not understand why the board of trustees had to name it twice, but they name Fenn Tower, Fenn Tower, they had a resolution to name Fenn Tower, Fenn Tower, because Fenn College named it Fenn Tower when it dedicated it. Other buildings were name twice, but it is the only building twice with the same name. [mumbling for 2 min] 

Strugar:

[mumbling]

Becker:

When CSU opens and they start construction they close twenty – second streets, twenty – first street and they did not have any street between the 30th  and 18th street, and there was no southbound road to go from Euclid Avenue to Chester. So during the day they [interruption] so what they did during the day was, they had gates and they closed 21st street off and then about five o’clock rush hour open up the street and then you had to start dogging traffic again. When they opened up Rhodes Tower, main class room building then they had the 22nd street open. That is when they just kept 21st street open, ( ) closed. What you see now on 21st street that construction ( ) people rolling into the campus and damaging things. So 24th street thy completely closed off it at Chester Avenue. ( ) this shot is about 1972, is a parking lot, you do not have a plaza yet right here, the plaza is not put in between University Center and main classroom. You got the deck on there. ( ) you got parking here. ( ) closer to seventy – three or four, I graduated in three, yeah. ( ) this was all parking I used to park here. The extension is going up. ( ) Rhodes tower would end right in this room. You know where references is on first floor?
Strugar:

Yes.

Becker:

[cd skipped almost over full 10 min] *

Strugar:

Hmm.

Becker:

Vixavaxo The won the spelling bee, I get to go to Washington. [laughter] 
Strugar:

Any other memorable thing about Cleveland?

Becker:

[mumbling bits and peaces of his language are heard]* came from a school of engineers. [Cd did not work] Geodesic dome came at the same time as the ( ) opening of main classroom and Rhodes Tower. ( ) university center about seventy – four, that was the year I was grounded because when I came back university center was open. I was ground for a year seventy – two to seventy – four when I was at Case and the opening of the fizzed building. The mansion, Mather Mansion that we had in seventy and we started using that, the downstairs was used as the reserve area for the library, and they had a tuff time getting Triple A out of here. University is trying to push them out and Triple A ( ) building is not open yet we can not go. [Laughter]. University we need it, we can not go. ( ) the funny things is in the beginning they used to have two libraries, the 490 member is the one in Stillwell Hall on the third floor and originally the Fenn Tower had a library on the third floor. I forgot to mention that, I should mention that.
Strugar:

Yeah.

Becker:

They had a Panel Hall the other side which was cafeteria was the library and when they opened up Stillwell Hall in 1959, they moved the library which was ( ) really cool about that they did not take the books down the elevator and rumbling across 24th street and then up the elevator in Stillwell Hall, instead they built scaffolding across. They got 24th street closed, got scaffolding across ( ) and they had a cat walk, and they would load up the books in a carts and ride them across the street. [Mumbling] got pictures of those that are how I moved out. When they opened Rhodes Tower they had no choice but to move everything from Fenn Tower, I mean from Stillwell to Rhodes Tower but that is different.
Strugar:

That is interesting; I have nothing else unless you have something.

Becker:

No. I am fine. 

Strugar:

Ok.

END OF INTERVIEW
* represent moments in time where the CD was unable to work, what I mean by that is that I was unable to hear anything for about 5 to 10 minutes at one time on several lapses at different times in the interview. The longest one was 10 minutes during the ending part of the interview and another one a few minutes after that. I hope this is not a big problem since I have completed most of the transcript correctly. Please take into consideration that I need the C grade to pass the class, get my diploma.
