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Rick Jaskolski:

Today is March 11th and were here at the German Cultural Center in Olmstead Township. We are here today to learn more about the German organizations in Cleveland and their connections to the German Cultural Gardens in Rockefeller Park in Cleveland Ohio. The president of the Federation of German American Societies of Cleveland is a lovely lady, and I’m going to ask her to introduce herself, give us some information about herself and her family. 
Phyllis Glaeser:

My name is Phyllis Glaeser; I’m married to a German man who was born in Graven Hall Germany which is in Touring, the location which was under Russian dominance for forty –five years. I was born in this country, however my mother was born in Vodbrooken Germany and my father was an Austrian however he was born in what at that time as Warsaw Russia.

Jaskolski:

Now, being born in Europe they immigrated to the United States, can I ask you what year did they immigrate?

Glaeser:

My father came over in the teens, Im not sure we have no records; my mother was the turn of the century. That’s the best I can tell you. My husband came here in 1952, however I have to tell you he was a prisoner of war here in Cleveland from forty four to forty six and he was at Crile hospital and at that time he worked at the Heinz pickle factory out in Toledo Ohio.

Jaskolski:

That’s Interesting. With your parents here in and settling where did they settle in Cleveland?
Glaeser:








                     
In Columbus Ohio, I’m not from Cleveland; we were all in Columbus in German Village which I’m sure the people here have heard about

Jaskolski:

In German Village, you lived there, what did your father do for a living?

Glaeser:

I actually lived further east because when they married he built a house in what was farmland which turned into inner city. My father was a Coal and Ice man but also he was a concert violinist and an accomplished accordion player.
Jaskolski:

Wow! That’s Interesting. What about your mom?

Glaeser:
My mom was the ladies lady, her father owned a confectionary and that’s where she worked, although when she was a junior in high school she was never permitted to finish because her mother took ill and being the youngest so she had to stay home.

3:00 Minutes
Jaskolski:

When you were growing up, and where you lived was it a community of people from Germany was it deep rooted German or was it just a bunch of people in a community of different ethnicities?

Glaeser:

It was different ethnicities; however we had a lot of eastern European there who spoke with very heavy accents.
Jaskolski:
 Where did you go to school?
Glaeser:
 I went to Holy Rosary which is no longer in existence. (Laugh)
Jaskolski: 
When you where there was it a, how can I say, a German school, did you learn German or any other language?
Glaeser: 
Latin was the language; it was a Franciscan nun from Stella Niagara most of whom had their master degree when they were teaching us. And an interesting enough my particular class everyone has been very very successful.
Jaskolski:








                 
 Where you lived were their German stores run by German people and if there where did you frequent those kind of shops versus the say actually tops wasn’t around? 
Glaeser: 
Tops didn’t exist then, yes their was a lot of German sausage makers butchers bakers and sad to say in Columbus there only one family that still has a sausage making shop and the bakeries are all gone.
Jaskolski: 
How about here in Cleveland?
Glaeser: Hear in Cleveland I found them all
Jaskolski:
 And you frequent them?
Glaeser: 
Absolutely, in fact I was in west side market this morning
Jaskolski: 
Very good! When you were living outside of Columbus, was there any German centers or areas were perhaps people of German ancestry lived, or you went to go visit?
Glaeser: 
oh absolutely, I sang with the Columbus Doman corps for some 17 years and I then sang with Germania sports and scene society, which is another group and has a lot of the German Transylvanian singing with them. uh They do have a German Village Cultural Center which I frequented and we had Schiller park which Schiller was the main statue. 
Jaskolski: 
Are you fluent in German?
Glaeser: 
No I was at one time, but not using it for over40 years it became difficult.
Jaskolski: 
Did you parents speak it fluently?
Glaeser: Yes, they did but when World War II hit and my father died in 41. It was not acceptable and believe it or not, we often hear that the Japanese where hazed, well the German were hazed as well, and the language was pushed aside.
6:00 Minutes

Jaskolski: So there were a lot of racist motions towards Germans but other ethnicities?
Glaeser: yes, yes
Jaskolski: 
When you were growing up was it important for your parents to continue their accessorial heritage, in other words with holiday or perhaps a Sunday dinner to always have German foods, German costumes or German dress present?
Glaeser: 
Most of it was the German foods, but because we were a musical family. Sunday afternoons were spent and before television, with each person having to perform either on the piano, sing a song, play the trumpet or the accordion what ever was your instrument. I think you found that in many of the German homes. 
Jaskolski: 
How about the present right now, ah you’re here involved in this organization, how important is it for you to keep continuing your heritage and the German history alive, with your family and perhaps especially with the younger people?
Glaeser: 
I think it is one of the important things to look at. The traditions, Christmas is one of the prime examples, the first tree which was brought to Cleveland or which was shown was brought by a German family. I know that in Columbus we have St Nicklaus day, which is celebrated at the German clubs and a man dresses up as St. Nicklaus in the bishop’s outfit and gives gifts to the children.
Jaskolski: 
Here at your organization and we talk about the family, what do you here do to keep your German ancestry and history alive?
Glaeser:
 I think that we have looked at the German American festival, which used to be one three hour afternoon of speeches and music; we now have stretched it to three days. We invite all the young German dance groups to come dance, perform and it seems to bring more and more people in. We try to stick basically with the bands of German backgrounds but you know that there’s quite of mix between the musicians and so. Then we have the German Day Ball which is the first Saturday in October and that’s in celebration of October 6th, which has been set aside, I think about 15 yrs as the actual German American day by the President, so we celebrate it on the first Saturday and we have a very nice ball. We have some groups perform between dinner and the actual dancing.
9:00 Minutes
Jaskolski: 
These festivities that you do have are they closed or open to the public?
Glaeser: 
There open to the public. We really welcome the public to come.
Jaskolski:
 I understand that you have been elected president and we are very very happy and want to congratulate you. How do you see you’re self during your term in helping organization and what are your plans?
Glaeser:
 My plans are in motion to make the festival a more organized business like activity, with a lot of fun geared for the children. We are bringing in new things every year. We have clowns last year, we bought in an air blown up castle they could jump on and if you don’t have these things for children to enjoy themselves, they will not look at the rest. We have some German displays we are expanding it this year. We have a gentleman who is researching and setting up a particular area.
Jaskolski:
 How long have you been involved in German organizations?
Glaeser: 
Probably in more recent years, since 1976.
Jaskolski: 
Were you involved in any Organization as a child?
Glaeser: 
Not actually, because times were tough.
Jaskolski: 
You talked about things you can do to bring the Germaneness back or continue it, what are some of your other responsibilities that fall under your title?

Glaeser: 
This particular Federation of German American Societies of Greater Cleveland has been supporting many public activities. We do each election year which is every fourth year; we have a candidate review night. We ask the candidate to come and we screen them and then our committee will then allow us to endorse the candidates. Party is not the answer; it is their support towards the German American community we are 40% German in Ohio I think it’s important. One of my main goals is to let the Germans step forward and speak and say here we are we done this for you, now we want you to help us continue with our traditions.
Jaskolski: 
Are there other activities that you get involved in within the community outside your organization? Or where the German Central is in Parma?
12:00 Minutes

Glaeser:
 I am a member of German Central; therefore I do work for them and especially for their Oktoberfest which is in September. I’m very gladly giving them my time and that helps that organization to continue to grow. I will tell you this fall, there’s a lady group going to put on their first Oktoberfest somewhere in one of the parks in the city. One of the Emerald Lace parks and my singing group the Heights ladies, are going to perform for them. There will be no numeration because they don’t have any money, but their going to feed us a dinner. Which if you’re German and you give us food were very happy.
Jaskolski:
 Oh yes, and I know first hand that being here during the golf outing how well they attend to the outing and especially the guests. We talked about your role here, but I want to talk about the club in general, what is the mission of the club?
Glaeser:

The mission of the club is to help each organization continue to exist. We have the Stadverband society which is almost gone here. In other cities the Stadverband societies is still very active and I think if you remember your history, he helped the Americans in I believe the Revolutionary war and the society formed. We hope we can bring it back, don’t know for sure and its part of this group. We have a German concert orchestra were trying to talk about having perhaps a fun day at our German cultural garden and maybe have them play and have a picnic on the greens so to speak. These are some of functions were talking about this summer.
Jaskolski:

Now these are the organizations here in Olmstead Township? Or is the facility in Parma, or do you all work together or work separately? 

Glaeser:

Well, let’s put it this way each is their own club we also have the Cleveland Mannerchor, we have the Saxon core on Dennison avenue. There are the Goopars in novelty Ohio they are a unique Austrian group, but we come together on the board of the Federation we do work to help each other we attend their functions and that certainly supports them as well.

Jaskolski:

What about the membership, do you have any numbers as to the membership Maybe total membership?

Glaeser:

Well, wee have 19 organizations for me to give you a number it’s pretty rough and as you know the Donauschwaben Club is pretty huge here in Olmstead Falls, so to give you full membership, I really can’t tell ya.

15:00 Minutes
Jaskolski:

Getting back to the festivities and the activities and you said you’ve been pretty much involved since the mid 70s, have the festivities or activities changed or have you seen any change in them. In the way there presented are they maybe more German a little bit less German or more Americanized?
Glaeser:

I think we have been Americanized, spending time in Germany I’ve learned that they even have Americanized from what formally was formally a lot of German tradition, funny part I get along over there I speak enough German so I can shop(Laugh) so I think it has somewhat Americanized we have a problem with the older population who have been I control for so long  you have to do it their way so the young folks are not interested in their way and  have new ideas and we do have to listen so I hope my presence will help this to happen.

Jaskolski: 

What I’d like to do is and before we go any further is there anything else that I might have missed about your organization that you would like to talk about?
Glaeser: 

No, I think you pretty well covered it.
Jaskolski:

What I’d like to do now is move to the Cultural Gardens downtown and I have some questions to ask you about that. And some of the questions I was going to ask was to involve you as a child, did you ever come up from Columbus and visit the gardens?

Glaeser:

Do you know I never saw that Garden until last June. I’ve lived here since 1992 and when I joined the board of the Federation I found out about this garden but my husband said it was a terrible neighborhood. I’ve found out during the day it’s a wonderful spot quite, serene, beautiful it’s just a nice place to go and sit down.

Jaskolski:

Well from what you learned about the gardens what do you think of them at present right now?
Glaeser:

Their coming along, we’ve restored all of the busts we had them refurnished by Milano we had one that was totally gone which we knew were it was and it’s been mounted somewhere else per permission of the Staderband or Federation. We had Milano make a mold and he sent it to China. They made us a new one that’s in place. Our next step is to get the patina that’s the green that’s on the statue of Goethe and Schiller their in bad shape they’ve been there since 1931 and no work has been done on them.

18:00 minutes
Jaskolski:

So you will have or what ties will you have with the Gardens. Will you have direct ties or is there someone that you, oh how can I say delegate the work to?

Glaeser:

I will be directly involved because the German Gardens Cultural Garden does fall under the auspices of the Federation. I have appointed a committee and Stefan Pigler will be the reporting member to the Cultural Gardens and go to their meetings as long as well as Wolfgang Kiecth, Wolfgang is a painter and did a lot of the gold leaf on the pedestals prior to One World Day last September. Both of these gentleman are extremely interested in bringing this back, we have talked to several people as to installing the fountain again. We found the water source but we have to work through the city of Cleveland to get the water properly piped

Jaskolski:

Is there water available for you now?
Glaeser:

It’s right behind one of the pedestals

Jaskolski:

So all you have to do is plug it in or is it a little more complicated?

Glaeser:

We have to go through the Cleveland Cultural Gardens and their committee and that’s one of the things Stefan will work to do for us. There is a shutoff valve right there on the property.

Jaskolski:

When you were down at the Gardens for the first time and you said that was beautiful did you get a chance and walk through just your garden or the other ethnic Gardens?
Glaeser:

Well I passed as many as I could. I did walk into the Ukrainian one which is on one side and the Hungarian one which is on the other side. I feel we have the largest garden because it extends from east Blvd, out and down the hill to I don’t know the name of the road. Yes it’s Martin Luther King, yes it’s the full amount no one else has that much landscape.
Jaskolski:

I want to ask you a question, you’ve only know about the gardens for well you visited them. You researched them like Brandon and I have and that’s part of our project and the question I want to ask is, why do you think the Gardens have gone from the importance it had during the 30s and the stature that it had to this disappointing memory that was left behind by our generations past?

21:00 Minutes
Glaeser:

I think that initially the German population worked very closely together they were very clannish that is no longer an occurrence, number one because we no longer have immigrants that is not an option as it had been. The other item is with war that would be the last thing people would worry about so World War II created a problem, then after the war neighborhoods changed in the 70s I believe it was the vandalism started because of the change of the neighborhood and the people that moved their didn’t appreciate the beauty of what we had done and that was not their interest, I think more vandalism what's in it for me and not realizing that it can be a very peaceful and pleasant place to be and that you need to keep it up.
Jaskolski:

With the vandalism, that you talked about and some of the riots that they had and that has your garden over the span of 40, 50 years, received a lot of the brunt of that vandalism?
Glaeser:

Yes that’s the reason the busts had been taken down and stored in the city of Cleveland warehouse and it took us a long time Mayor White would not allow us to even know that they were there. When Mayor Campbell came along Hunner Rohte who was very very involved in fact I would say she was the person who spear headed the project to get them back out well in the mean time we raised money to get them out and cleaned them up and we found out there was grant money.
Jaskolski:

Why did Mayor White not want to give you your busts back? You owned them, you paid for them. Was it a political thing?

Glaeser:

Yes, that’s what I think I really do, once we got it moving of course the Cleveland Cultural Gardens they has been so supportive of what we have done

Jaskolski:

With the Organization has there always been a group of people that have been directly involved year by year maintaining the garden?

Glaeser:
Yes, maybe not as many as now, we could put out the call and we could have as many as 20 people in no time. For One World Day we took down some walls that were in there. We took them down re mortared them and re shimmed them and made the tops flat which they had been originally but as time goes things shift all the sidewalks are not concrete laid they are block stone so we pressured washed them and gotten rid of the fungus.

Jaskolski:

Talking about One World Day, what does One World day mean to you?

24:00 Minutes
Glaeser:

One World Day meant for all the gardens to have a representative there to celebrate that we are in America that we have a very special place and at that particular function we did naturalize around 17 new citizens and what I say was people that were ecstatic to become Americans. We actually had a courtroom were a judge came in and another judge came in and actually opened the court it was  actually a marvelous presentation of American judicial system.
Jaskolski:

Since were talking about Americanism right know as we sit here I have a hertitage that my father was Polish and Slovenian and my Mother was German and French and I sit here and I really think about my ethnicity. What do you consider yourself? Do you consider yourself an American an American German or just German?

Glaeser:

I really consider myself a German Austrian American.(laugh) because I lean towards the German Austrian first before the American. Obviously my allegiance is to America but I want to continue the German Austrian values which I think we had.

Jaskolski:
That’s going to be your goal here with the club?

Glaeser:

Yes

Jaskolski:

You said about the children, do you believe that they are your future of your club, it’s good to get them involved with the club at a very early age?

Glaeser:

Absolutely, I have run the German day queen contest or event meeting these women who are 16 to 21 is the most wonderful thing they’ve ever done. They are intelligent smart and understand what it is to continue the German culture

Jaskolski:

Do you feel the German ness that perhaps your father had, is being lost in each generation?

Glaeser:

Yes, because of the Americanization of so many things.
27:00 Minutes

Jaskolski:

Mass Culture puts us in a situation that I know that its going to be a big task for you to keep that going so I commend you on that, a few more questions I you still have some time and getting back to the Cultural Gardens what do you know about the history of the German people in Cleveland? In terms of when they immigrated perhaps in the late 1800s and into the 1900s and they came from Germany what was their major skill or trade that they had learned?
Glaeser:

The skills were basically brick masons, stone masons and we did have inventors that came into the area In fact, I can even tell you about my grandfather, when he immigrated to Columbus he invented the cement mixer for a man who ran a company. Many, many years he died and the company was sold and my grandfather not speaking any English, didn’t understand what a patent was but you have people up here who are involved in the high tech field we have some intelligent people.

Jaskolski:

So they came and they had these trades, did they live close to their jobs, In the Cleveland area or the Columbus area?

Glaeser:
You had a lot of butchers, a packing house, I know when they came to live up here they all lived in the Hough neighborhood. And that’s were my husband lived and that was a nice area and to see the homes around the Cultural gardens there gorgeous many people lived in that area and when I talked to my Hungarian friends when they came to the country in the early 60s they lived out there so its not unusual they lived closed by and close by their jobs because they didn’t have the cars and the mass transportation that we now have. The freeway system never started really until the 60s. So to get from one side of town to the other would have taken you 2 hrs.

Jaskolski:

Let’s go back to your childhood, so you lived inside of Columbus but at that time it was king of farmland so you grow up in that area you go to high school and from there what do you do after that?

Glaeser:

Well I went to work for Savings and Loan and they put me through night school at Ohio State in accounting I couldn’t do what I wanted to do and in those days women didn’t become doctors so that was kind of out the door for me. But I took the free education.

30:00 minutes

Jaskolski:

Where did you meet your husband?

Glaeser:

Well this is my second husband, I knew him through the German groups and I knew his wife, unfortunately she died in 91 of cancer. Well I moved up here in 92 for personal reasons and found a new job successfully buy the way and meet him and ran into him again, but it took a year and four months to invite me out (laugh) we were married, dated Sept 27th and married July 3rd the next year.

“END OF TAPE ONE SIDE A”
Jaskolski:

So now you’ve settled out in Seven Hills I believe, is the community that you live in comparable to the neighborhood that you grew up in as a kid?

Glaeser:

No

Jaskolski:

Is there that closeness?
Glaeser:

No its old residents, the children have grown and some of the homes have been sold were seeing some of the children coming in and a matter of fact some of the children come down and visit me. Which I’m really tickled about, but we have a house that’s vacant across the street and the mother had died. The 50 something son can’t make up his mind to what he wants to do with it and she’s been dead four years. So it’s sad but we have a park behind us, I spend a lot of the summer watching tee ball, soccer and the kids in general playing, we love it!
Jaskolski:

I’d like to get back to the Cultural Gardens. We talked about the past what about the present, well to bring the gardens back to the state they where back to its inception back in 1916 with the Shakespearean garden then with the other ethnicity or Cultural Gardens in the late 1920s and the early 30s and like I said it was beautiful but now its deteriorated, what well not deteriorated to the point were some gardens are as nice as they were 60, 70 years ago, what opinion or suggestion might you offer the Cultural Garden Commission to help them in revitalizing the Gardens?
33:00 Minutes

Glaeser:

I think they have helped by seeing that grant money is available, if you take on a project and you can present them a written grant and the cost they’ll get grant money for half that amount if it’s available at that time we have put together a lot of people who have gone down and literally have weeded, trimmed, shaped we’ve had to trim the trees out, I think our gardens in the best shape its been in 50 years.

Jaskolski:

What elements do you see missing from the gardens? As somebody whose involved in the gardens perhaps as a visitor from out of town. What I mean by that is do you think more parking would help, do you see what I mean?

Glaeser:

That is somewhat of a problem, however if your not there during a festival day you actually can find parking spaces. It is probably a problem everywhere because the gardens were built in a time when transportation wasn’t available like it is now. For me to zip on in down, park the car and walk right in, not a problem but im sure that’s not true for those on Martin Luther King Boulevard, cant park.
Jaskolski:

That’s been our discussion in class and what we thought would make the gardens better. Do you think in the gardens putting the sidewalks or the pathways would be a good idea?
Glaeser:

Probably, it might encourage vandalism, but right after we had our One World day we had planted all our mums. I’m down there a week later to take some pictures, to make thank you cards for the people that helped out. All of our chrysanthemums were up on Goethe –Schiller, hanging around and thrown into our pacasandrae they had been pulled out, those I could get a hold of I stuck back into the ground.

Jaskolski: 
Where do you see the Gardens going in the future?

Glaeser:

It’s going to get better!! Yes because I think people now understand what these gardens are about. The neighbors that live around there because we were working down there every Saturday and a lot of Sundays we got to talking with them and their enjoying it
Jaskolski:

 So you think the future is taking a positive step, with just your garden or do you stay connected with the people who have a garden down there you said the Hungarian garden was on one side and so on?

Glaeser:

No I don’t, Stefan does! The Hungarian Garden for what I can gather there are only two people that go down there and work. Again, I don’t know if there’s more or what the involvement is, but their area is nice and it looks very good.

36:00 Minutes

Jaskolski:

Finally, do you think the citizens of Cleveland themselves can help the Cultural Gardens for positive plans for the future?
Glaeser:

You know if we can get into their school system and encourage the lets say, the 8th, 9th, 10th grade students, to come and work with some of those gardens. Now, I know that theirs, that African American Garden and there’s nothing there, there’s a lot of proposal but that’s right in the heart of their community. It’s very difficult if you don’t light the fire and I think that’s something that needs to be done. The fire needs to be lit! If they would get their garden and become proud, I think it would help everyone else.

Jaskolski:

Well I really don’t have any questions with the Cultural Gardens is there anything that you might want to add.
Glaeser:

No I think I said it all for someone not knowing all of this not to long ago I’ve learned a lot.

Jaskolski:

Well we like to thank our Guest Mrs. Glaeser President of the Federation of German American Societies of Cleveland for taking the time and doing this interview. Perhaps this interview will give persons more information about their heritage and how they can help to return its significance, again thank you very much.
Glaeser:

Thank you, by the way this is the lady who did all the work and laid the ground work and got hold of the busts I was with here on Sunday night at our meeting picking music for our 36th Ohio subsanger fest and the next night she died. I mean she had a stroke heart attack and died. Boom!! March 30th 2004 yep and she was a tough nut she was the editor of the Germania paper tough nut she and I didn’t see eye to eye at all and I made up my mind we were and the next thing you know were riding together to Radiodiviches party so you can do it. Well great thank you!!

Jaskolski:

One more question Ok real quick with the Cultural Gardens how has the politicians of Cleveland been especially Mayor Jane Campbell?
39:00 Minutes

 Glaeser:

She opened the door for us but it’s not of her interest. I think the Cleveland Cultural Garden Committee is more important to go into this activity and touch the city funds which were originally available to do this One World Day. We got told they couldn’t provide a podium which they had done for everyone else, so we built our own. We ate that so it’s not a priority with her, and I think she could care less.
Jaskolski:

I told you about this RTA project and how there going to revitalize Euclid Ave. from Public Square out to University Circle, hopefully after telling you that, what do you think of that Idea.

Glaeser:
I think it’s wonderful. I think these things can work properties that have been upgraded and built around the Cleveland Clinic area, there are a lot of yuppies, doctors and so forth living there and I think it’s going to take that kind of willingness to bring that area back.
“END OF INTERVIEW”

Jaskolski:

Well thank you, thank you very much.  There’s on last thing at that’s I need for you sign this 
Waiver.     
Glaeser:

I figured.

Jaskolski:

You didn’t talk to our professor did you?

Glaeser

No! You know that a professor from Baldwin Wallace wants to talk to my husband because he worked at Crile hospital, he’s trying to record a history, (Interruption) oh what was I talking about?

Jaskolski:

About Crile hospital and your husband being interviewed.

Glaeser:

Oh, yes we talked to our attorney the reason we did not was because of the Donauschwaben and all the stuff that’s going on. My husband was just an 18 year old German soldier who went to Anzio, who was down in a fox hole and  sleeping and they got him up to look and he said here is this tank pointed right at me what was I going to do. I was captured. (Laugh) But our attorney said doesn’t, so do it on your own computer and I tried to get him to do this. It is not easy, he’s 80 years old

Jaskolski:

Is it not easy because of the computer? Or because…. 
Glaeser:

No he’s literate. No, I mean computer wise? This man with languages is unbelievable we were in the north a (Platinouid) is like pigeon English, I was never smart enough. I did take Latin, because I went to a school with the nuns, but he would drop into it like he lived there, this we’d go into these cities and a fact when we went over in 95 to meet the family. I’d been there in 90 in my first trip and we stayed with a lady who did not speak English but we got along. Again some of this is (??) So we were in 95 and I was ready I read my book and I had my German program and they spoke in a dialect, and they all talked at once. (Laugh) so you just don’t get what you want.
42:30 Minutes
Brandon:

Do you mind if I get a picture of you real quick?

Glaeser:

 Ok were do want me?

Brandon

How about in front of this wall here.

Jaskolski:

Where’s Skyline at?

Glaeser: 

Off of Rockside

