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Pogrebinsky:
Tell your name, where you were born and what you are doing now?
Hartshorne:
I’m Tom Hartshorne, History faculty as CSU, born in Madison, Wisconsin.

Pogrebinsky:

When were you born?

Hartshorne:

1935

Pogrebinsky:

Talk about where you grew up?

Hartshorne:  
In Madison until I was 10, then I moved to Detroit with my family, went back to the University of Wisconsin when I was 16 in the 1950s.  And was pretty much a resident of Madison from that point until I went into the army when I ended up being stationed in Cleveland, that was 1959.  And I’ve been here ever since.

Pogrebinsky:

Why did your family move to Detroit?

Hartshorne:
A better job for my Dad.  Right at the end of World War II, he had just gotten out of the army.  His cousin’s husband got a job for him at Chrysler in Detroit, and that was better than the job he had at Madison, so we moved.

Pogrebinsky:

How was it like living/growing up in Detroit?

Hartshorne: 
I missed Madison desperately.  As does everybody who ever lived there (laughter).  I missed hills, I missed….when I was growing up in Madison, it was almost literally the case that ….from anywhere in the city….you could blindfold someone, spin them around three times and push them in any given direction, and in ten minutes he’d walk into a lake, that was not true in Detroit, and I missed that. 
Pogrebinsky:

When you went to the University in Madison, what did you study?

Hartshorne: 

I started out not knowing what I was going to do at all.  Took an American History course simply because it was a requirement, and fell in love with it and never looked back.

Pogrebinsky:

Did you graduate from college before you were drafted?

Hartshorne: 

I had finished up all my requirements for Ph.D. just before I got drafted, then as soon as I got out of the army I started working on my dissertation.  And, um, stayed in Cleveland because my wife managed to get a job at Karamu House, running the dance department there, and I could work on my dissertation just as here as in Madison, so I stayed here.  Then after I gotten far enough along, I got a job teaching at Kent State.  Well, actually Kent State extensions here in the Cleveland area.  And I got a job teaching nights for them.  And then when Cleveland State came into existence just a few years later, they absorbed the local branches that Kent State had running, so I became a part of Cleveland State.
Pogrebinsky:

So you were here at Cleveland State from the very beginning?

Hartshorne: 

Almost from the very beginning, um, I think I….was teaching for Cleveland State…the second year that it offered classes. So, I was here almost from the beginning.  

Pogrebinsky:

What year was that?

Hartshorne: 

Sixty…um, lets see…my first year at Cleveland State would have been sixty-six or sixty-seven, I forget which. 

Pogrebinsky:

Where did you live when you moved to Cleveland?

Hartshorne: 

Uhm, the first apartment…well I roomed with a couple of people while I was here first, my wife was dancer and she was in New York.  Um, and the first apartment we had together was at the corner of 107th and Carnegie, the building is no longer there.  But we stayed there for many years.  Um, lets see, we moved in 1968, we moved to East Cleveland, and then we move to the house we are at now, which is in South Euclid. 

Pogrebinsky:

How has the area changed since you first lived there?

Hartshorne: 

Well, basically, the fact that that it is no longer a residential neighborhood.  When we were there it was quite convenient, there was a lot of things going on.  The corner of 105th and Euclid was still very vibrant, very alive…they had movie theaters, marvelous farmers’ market a little ways down on 105th Street.  Now…large parts of the neighborhood are…um… you know…big office buildings, empty lots, commercial….it really doesn’t give the feeling of being a residential neighborhood anymore.  You know…Cathedral Latin High School was right across the street on 107th, right across from John Hank, that’s gone.  It was a neighborhood to live in…at that point, and it no longer is, really.

Pogrebinsky:

Did you use downtown frequently, for shopping, entertainment, etc.,..?
Hartshorne: 

Yeah, quite a bit, because all of the big department stores were still in existence.  So, yeah, we did spend a lot of time downtown…uhm, shopping, going to movies.  The theater wasn’t as good as it is now, because, the Play House Square was still movie theaters, rather than stage theaters.  But, yeah, there was more to draw us downtown then there is now.
Pogrebinsky:

So, now you do not go downtown for the same reasons as you used to?

Hartshorne: 

No, no…not at all.  The last time I have….I can’t remember the last time I deliberately went downtown for something.  Passed through…but as a destination…you know, going to the library a couple times…I think.
Pogrebinsky:

Right now, for what purpose do you go downtown, if at all?

Hartshorne: 

You know….frequent for Play House Square for theater and dance and things like that, but other than that, no.

Pogrebinsky:

Could you describe how the campus looked when you first started working here in the 1960s?

Hartshorne: 

Basically the campus was Fenn Tower and Stilwell Hall.  Shortly after that, they built a whole lot of temporary buildings in the area just north of Fenn Tower, where the Physical Education building is now.  And the next big project was the Main Classroom building.  Then, I forget the sequence, Rhodes Tower, weather Rhodes Tower or University Center came next.  I believe it was Rhodes Tower, then University Center, then the Science Building…but basically it was Stillwell Hall and Fenn Tower when CSU started.

Pogrebinsky:

Where were the classes held?

Hartshorne: 

There were classes in Fenn Tower, and Stilwell Hall, both.  Then, when all those temporary buildings when up in the late sixties, most of the classes, at least most of our classes in the History department were in those temporary buildings.  Than as soon as the Main Classroom was completed most of the operations moved over there.

Pogrebinsky:

What are some of the social changes you have notices since you started working here?

Hartshorne: 

Um, I don’t really see that there is much change in the social aspect of the campus.  CSU was a commuter school from the very beginning,  and its remained one.  So in that respect things haven’t changed much.  Students:  very high proportion of students have part time jobs, that hasn’t changed….um…average age of students is considerably above that what you’d think of as the average age for college students…that hasn’t changed.  Um…on thing that I think has changed…at the very beginning…there were a lot of people…at Cleveland State…let me put it this way…there was a much bigger variation in the overall quality of students at the very beginning than there is now.  I don’t know whether that is because of the impact of community colleges and that we get transfer students who are better prepared, but…in the early years at Cleveland State…in the survey History classes, there would always be a handful of people who were just completely unprepared for college.  There are some like that now, but I think fewer, on the whole.  
Pogrebinsky:

Why do you think that is?

Hartshorne: 

I think people who think they might have problems with college are more likely now to start off by going to community colleges, so by the time they get here…they are a little more prepared.  That is about the only change that I can see, that I can think of off hand.

Pogrebinsky:

So you would say there hasn’t been much of a change in the students?

Hartshorne: 

In general yes, although I will say…the best students that we got in the early years of CSU would stack up against the best students that we are getting today.  Its just that I think there was a larger proportion on the bottom end, than there is now.
Pogrebinsky:

Could you talk about the students that come to study here, do you know if most of them stay in the area after graduation?

Hartshorne: 

My, in general, I thing, my perception is and this is pure guess work on my part…most of the people who end up getting degrees from Cleveland State, stay in the Cleveland area.  And if you look at the people who are among the movers and shakers in this area, a high percentage of them have degrees from Marshall Law School.   Than to me says, among other things, that the people who get educated here, tend to stay here, rather than going someplace else.  Or at least a high proportion of the people who get educated here, stay here, and end up becoming leaders in the community. 
….oh, one other thing about students that I should mention…I think from the very beginning and that’s remained, I think, true now…is that a very large proportion of Cleveland State students are the first people in their family who have gone on to higher education.  That was certainly true at the beginning, and I think its probably true now. 
Pogrebinsky:

Why do you think that is true about CSU students?

Hartshorne: 

Well, for one thing, CSU is newer, it doesn’t have the tradition.  And also, CSU really was created for the purpose of providing opportunity for higher education for people in the Cleveland area who didn’t have the means to go away to school, because it would simply be more expensive.  So from the beginning the official statement or mission for Cleveland State was that we are an urban university which means, that we are supposed to cater to people in the immediate surrounding area, and I think that from the beginning we’ve done that and we continue to do it.   That’s part of what we are supposed to be doing as a university.  

Pogrebinsky:

So you would say that CSU was created almost entirely to target the local population?

Hartshorne: 

Yeah,  that’s, I think, CSU was created in large part to fill that educational gap and I think we’ve done it.
Pogrebinsky:

The 1960s and 1970s was a time of student uprisings and demonstrations all over the country and around the Cleveland are.  Did you see anything like that on the Cleveland State campus?


Hartshorne: 

Mmhm.  Yeah, there was one, uproar on campus at the time of the Kent State shootings.  A group of black students who were unhappy about a lot of things, staged a small protest and some damage got done to the cafeteria, which was at that time Stilwell Hall, and there were rallies and speeches…all in an attempt for the last six weeks or so that remained in the quarter to come up with some kind of alternative educational plans…knew courses that would be….use slang form the time or the language that were more directly relevant to studying contemporary issues and things like that…um….and that lasted for the remainder of that semester…and then it pretty much petered out.
Pogrebinsky:

What year was this?

Hartshorne:
This was 1970. 

Pogrebinsky:

Was this before or after Rhodes Tower was built?

Hartshorne: 

 I’m pretty sure it was before Rhodes Tower…um…yeah, he was the governor.  Originally it was called University Tower…but I’m pretty sure that it had not been built yet.   I’m not even sure that the Main Classroom building was in use at that point.

Pogrebinsky:

Can you describe the sort of protests or demonstrations that did go on on campus?  Was there ever a big crowd, etc.,?

Hartshorne: 

Not a big crowd…Cleveland State was not what you would call a campus with a high degree of activism, like Kent or like Case Western Reserve.  Most of the people who were here, were interested in taking their courses and going home…um…

Pogrebinsky:

You mentioned that there were some speeches at the demonstrations…what was that like?

Hartshorne: 

There were some speeches that were angry about what happened at Kent State and some bitter criticisms of Rhodes for calling in the National Guard in the first place…um…you know, there was discussion of having a student strike that was going on on a lot of other campus…that pretty much never got off the ground, because…most students didn’t get involved…. The alternative education experience was put in place largely because there was faculty who thought that this would be a good thing to do.  Not a great student involvement or student push for that…I think most of that came for the faculty.  

Pogrebinsky:

What was the faculty response to these student organized protests and demands?

Hartshorne: 

Quite deeply divided…a lot of people were basically supportive of the students, were appalled at what happened at Kent State….but then you also found faculty members who were, like a lot of other people at the time, thought that the National Guard had acted properly at the time, who thought that student disruptions on campus should be prosecuted very vigorously, and that included the one that took place here at Cleveland State.  So, there was a deep division among the faculty about these issues…generally I would say it followed disciplinary lines.  People in the Social Studies and the Humanities tended to be further toward the left politically, um…people in the Natural Sciences and Business College tended to be more toward the right politically.  Lots and lots of individual exceptions along the way, but that is how it generally broke down.

Pogrebinsky:

What was the administrative response to the students who were causing these disturbances?

Hartshorne:
There was talk of expelling them, and I think…one or two were suspended for the rest of the semester, but most were readmitted on a kind of unofficial probation, that is if they did not cause anymore ruckus, nothing would happen to them.
Pogrebinsky:

Where you here in Cleveland or in Kent at the time of the Kent State shootings?

Hartshorne: 

I was here in Cleveland. 

Pogrebinsky:

What was your personal reaction to what happened at Kent State at the time the students were shot during the demonstration?

Hartshorne: 

Oh, yeah.  I happened to be with one of my colleagues, we had a prearranged date for dinner at their place.  Basically we sat watching and listening to television and went out for pizza, because, you know….You know we just wanted to know what was going on.   We were absolutely appalled and …by the fact that four people got killed and a dozen or more seriously wounded…and…you know…my response was basically…that …..this is just something that you don’t do on a college campus.  And then I became very interested in what happened and followed up on a historical research about the actual events at Kent State.  And the more I learned about what gone on there, the more appalled I became….At first I thought …ok, this was the guards’ response to coming under attack by students, but you don’t respond to people throwing rocks at you buy shooting bullets at them.  Then I found out that the guys that actually did the shooting did not have rocks thrown at them at the time that they shot…so, later on I found out, that I may have been using the word murder metaphorically to describe what happened, later I found out that it was literally the case.  It was…the standard story was at the time was that the Guard was acting in self defense…later I found out that was completely untrue.   They were at that moment in no need to protect themselves.
Pogrebinsky:

Had you at that time been actively involved in politics or any organizations?  

Hartshorne: 

Not really, accept for being a consistent voter and occasionally making contributions to political campaigns…but no, I’ve never been a great joiner of political groups. 

Pogrebinsky:

Since then, have you seen any more student activism on campus?


Hartshorne: 

Not really. The high point of that kind of student involvement and activism was in the late sixties, early seventies….you know, the things surrounding Kent State.  A lot of African-American students beginning to push for African-American Studies….particularly in the History Department, they wanted a Black History course, which we put into the curriculum sometime in the early seventies…fairly directly in response to student pressure, that wasn’t the only factor but was certainly one of them.  And at that time there was a movement to get student membership on some of the more college committees…but that pretty much fallen by the wayside too.  But I can’t really think offhand of …any kind of organized student protest or involvement that reached the levels that it was at back in the late sixties, early seventies.  
Pogrebinsky:

What do you think is the reason that Cleveland State has not seen as much student activism and involvement as other area schools or other national schools?


Hartshorne:
Two things…basically….its a commuter school, people come here they take their classes, they go home.  Largely because, a very large percentage of them have other obligations…jobs, family…what have you.   The other factor, it’s closely related to the first one, is that most students here have a very high vocational emphasis…they see this as something that is going to improve their opportunities to get a good job, and they focus in on that…The other aspects of college life area really not that important…as it would be for a typical freshmen going to a, you know even as I did, to a  state university …the idea of finding out who you are because you are away from home for the first time in your life and you are acting to a certain extent on your own.  That’s an important part of college life for most people, and for most people at Cleveland State it isn’t because they’re not away from home.
Pogrebinsky:

Do you stay in touch with any of your students from the past?
Hartshorne: 

No.

Pogrebinsky:

Talk about interaction among faculty and various departments, is there a lot or is it limited?

Hartshorne:

There is a lot of interaction among faculty.  I was involved before I semi retired I was involved in University Government in many different ways on many different levels.  I would say the interaction here is at least as good as what I have heard it to be at other institutions…from what I’ve heard form friends and colleges at other places…the way faculty work here, interact with each other is probably greater than in other institutions…

Pogrebinsky:

Why do you think that is?

Hartshorne: 

I have no idea…well, I think that is….I do have a guess…and that is simply that from the beginning we were as a faculty….conscious of the fact that we didn’t have any traditions here so we were trying to built them, trying to build a university culture….and because of that felt need….there evolved a university culture where there is a high degree of faculty involvement with the internal affairs of the university.

Pogrebinsky:

What was your involvement in the University Government?  And how did you first become involved in the University Government? 

Hartshorne: 

I’m trying to remember. …well one of the first things I did was that program I talked about to come up with alternative educational experiences…I was one of a three person committee that was charged with reviewing proposals for alternative courses…and saying yeah, that is sensibly, or that needs work. ..or that is a kakemono idea forget about it….

Pogrebinsky:

Can you give me some examples?

Hartshorne: 

Well, I remember some of the ones that ended up being taught,….they had to do with issues of feminism, there was one I remember on the Vietnam war, there was one on African-American literature.  There were a couple that had to do with internship kind of things dealing with political activism in the communities, it was party classroom, but mostly getting involved in the actual community.  As for some that got rejected, actually I’m not sure that there were any…I can’t remember any of those that we said no.

Pogrebinsky:

Are you still involved with the University Government now? 

Hartshorne: 

Not now ‘cause I’m retired.  One of the conditions of being retired is that you basically don’t do anything but teach the classes that you are involved with.
Pogrebinsky:

How long have you been retired?

Hartshorne: 

This is the fourth year…no fifth, actually.

Pogrebinsky:

So, all together, how many years have you taught?
Hartshorne: 

Well, lets see.  When I retired, I had 38 years in the system, and three of those in Kent State. I really wasn’t at Kent State, I was teaching night classes at various high schools, because Kent State ran extensions…so what I was teaching there was basic, entry level survey courses…Western Civilization and American History courses.  One of the reasons I liked coming down to Cleveland State was that I got to teach upper level courses for the first time…so I was never really on the Kent campus…I was always in Cleveland. 
Pogrebinsky:

What other major changes have you seen, or not seen in the area since you came here?

Hartshorne: 

One of the ideas behind creating Cleveland State…was the idea that Cleveland State was going to revitalize this area of Cleveland, but it hasn’t really.   There has been a lot of destruction in order to add land to the campus…but there hasn’t been an upsurge in university related businesses, what I think most people were hoping for.   If anything, I think there’s been a decline… the immediate neighborhood is not as vibrant as it was when the University was created in the first place.  

Pogrebinsky:

Why do you think that is, and what could be done to change it?


Hartshorne:
Oh, Gosh, that is so hard to say. I think there hasn’t been much change in the immediate surroundings in the past 20, 25 years and …um…you know… lacking ….well, one of the things that people are talking about is getting more resident students and building more dorms.  And I think if that happened, that might have and impact.  But on the other hand…if you look at the area around Case Western Reserve, that’s not really thriving either…so, I don’t know.  
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