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Unknown: 

I was really young,  not really young but I was looking in my twenties I was looking to be a missionary priest, right and somehow in all that investigation stuff It seems like I  ended up with the STDS for a little while

Andrew F. Hudek, Jr.:

STDS where? In Tecknia(unaudible)

Unknown:

Chicago, I went to Tecknia and there were all old people there in the time I went there come out and get me they said why don’t you go live with your father and your mother, near them for awhile and I went out there were all old people, so they took me over there to the west side of Chicago, but just to live with them, but why did you mention the STD’s another providential coincidence of all the orders, why did you mention them?

Hudek:

Because in Slovakia I was in a school with them
Joseph Hornack:

He was a student there

Unknown:

They have one in Slovakia?

Hudek:

They have three or four mission’s homes in Slovakia

Unknown: I always thought in New Guinea, I never thought Slovakia

Hudek: 

Slovakia Convert Indonesia to Christianity, Slovakia converts Indonesia to Christianity

Hornack:

Slovakian missionaries

Hudek:

Slovakian missionaries convert Indonesia to Christianity.

Visitor:

Converts that nation to Christianity.

Hudek:

Yea

Hudek

I know Tecknia knows a lot.

Visitor:

Yea it’s kind of interesting, because they voted on me three to two to become a priest. But in this ballgame you don’t win three to two you got to win unanimously, you have to have a shutout five to nothing, but they said go away awhile and come back but I think I’ve had more freedom outside because when the pope came to Chicago I thought my mission would be to help the pope and I’ve done a lot with that. But in the orders I don’t think I would have the freedom and it was interesting what you said about STDS
Hudek:

They need to continue.

Visitor:

Ok

Rick Jaskolski:

Lets start the questions.

Hornack:

No Andy its ok, I think my voice is strong and whenever I don’t have the right answer I’ll mumble

Jaskolski:

I would like to ask some of the questions that Brandon asked, so it might be a little bit redundant, but mine will be a little bit on the cultural gardens and you growing up, pretty much the same.

Hornack:

It’s important that the point of American born, how they mix in.

Jaskolski:

I need just a sec.

Jaskolski:

Hornyack?

Hornack:

Hornack drop the Y

3:00 Minutes

Jaskolski:

My name is Rick Jaskolski and I am a student at Cleveland State University. Today is April 6th and we are at the Slovak Institute in Cleveland. Today to learn about the Slovak Cultural garden in Rockefeller Park in Cleveland and the Milan (unable to pronounce middle name) Stefanik monument located at the intersection of Jeptha Avenue and MLK Blvd. The gentleman I’d like to introduce his name is Joe Hornack and he is associated with the Slovak Institute, I'm going to have him introduce himself and have him give some information about him and his family.
Hornack:

My formal name Joseph J. Hornack, I was born in Cleveland Ohio in 1933. My paternal side is Slovak; my maternal side is Bohemian or Czech. My father was born in Cleveland, as was my mother. I was raised on the east side of Cleveland, in the shadow of the Benedictine abbey here at St Benedict’s parish which is a neighboring parish. Finished my education at St. Benedict’s went to Benedictine high school, graduated from Benedictine high school, went off to the military during the Korean War, and married raised six children, now live in Independence, Ohio. My six children were educated in Independence, Ohio and went on to further education. I retired early from LTV Steel, I started out with Republic Steel in engineering and by the time of the mergers I retired from LTV in 1989. It almost seems like another lifetime ago, but prior to that time I was always interested in my Slovak heritage. Especially in the Genealogy, my Slovak genealogy, and any genealogy associated with me or my wife, again who also Slovak American is born like myself. So I started a 
genealogy project in 1984 publicly advertising myself in newspapers, 
Slovak newspapers got a feedback and created a data base of people knowledgeable in their linage back to Slovakia and I continued to do that even to this day. I’d like to jump up now to my association with the Slovak Institution in 2002, while still doing that genealogy work from my home, the opportunity presented itself to work here as the assistant director at the Slovak Institute and because of my long association with the abbey as my professors and family, friends it was a natural place for me to feel at home. It’s been a blessing having Mr. Hudek here as the director, because we compliment each other we mesh in our backgrounds and in our interests. Mr. Hudek has a more person interest a more personal knowledge a working knowledge of some of these historical people we are trying to preserve here at the Slovak Institute. That’s what brought me to the Slovak Institute; I know you have questions about the gardens and the monument and I think that enough of the background on me.
Jaskolski:

Some of the questions I’d like to ask you are, when was the first time you visited the Cultural Gardens?

9:00 Minutes
Hornack:

Well, I and the Cultural Gardens were born in 1933. The Cultural Garden was open in 1934, so it has been here all my life. You have to remember, things were a little more different, and although proud of my Slovak heritage it was a little bit different being raised as a Slovak American. We didn’t belong to the clubs, so to answer your question directly the first time I visited the Gardens wasn’t probably until 1950 after I got back from the military which was in 1955, so it was 1955-56. I knew it was here, because my father being the first generation, or I prefer to call him second generation because my grandfather was the first generation here, my father being the first generation born here. He courted my mother along Rockefeller Park and I remember seeing those pictures in albums with these statues in the background. It was always in my mind, implanted that that was the place to court in my fathers day. By the time I was in the 50’s when I was finishing high school, well actually the late forties, that neighborhood was already starting to deteriorate. It wasn’t as attractive it wasn’t the place to visit. It needed that shot in the arm.

Jaskolski:

So you had a different affinity to the Cultural Gardens then Mr. Hudek?

Hornack:

Correct! Definitely.

Jaskolski:

He said the first time he saw it he had tears in his eyes, but again….

Hornack:

No, your right that’s because of what he was raised with, and what he was denied, I was never denied anything, I was always American first.

Jaskolski:

But being American, that Slovak history or ancestry was always important to you. But not to the degree it was for him.

Hornack:

Now where talking about the garden now, now the Stefanik statue was a little different. Because historically that Milan Restitiave Stefanik, that statue had more of a meaning to me historically then the physical plant of the garden, because how that evolved and the work that took to have it as an exhibit.

Jaskolski:

Let me ask you this, and well go right into the monument. Do you have any direct ties to the Slovak Cultural Gardens Today? I mean have you gone down and helped

12:00 Minutes

Hornack:

Now in my adult life, not the first time I visited there or anything like that. I'm a founding member in the Cleveland-Bratislava founding sister’s organization existing here in Cleveland since 1989. The first elected members where in 1990. I was a charter member. In 1996, myself and Mr. Hudek’s wife, Mr. Hudek was in Florida at the time, we were co-chairmen of repositioning the busts that were knocked off the pedestal of Furdec and Kollar and they were in storage in the greenhouse area, we knew were they were, it was a matter of raising the money. Mrs. Hudek and myself got these donors and we raised over three thousand dollars that was needed and we contacted Kontecki monuments and they repositioned the monuments, of course most of my life all we had was pedestals there. The busts weren’t even there. You know when I went there in the fifties, well they might have been up then, but definitely in the sixties they were in mothballs for at least twenty five years. So, yes I have been involved in the Cultural Gardens one of the first secretaries for many years and I continue to be the secretary in Cleveland –Bratislava sister’s organizations and one of our first agendas or goals was to be the caretakers of the Gardens. So this has been a special interest for myself. I volunteer a lot of time there weeding, planting things in later years with sister cities organization, this is from 1990 through 1998.
15:00 Minutes

Jaskolski:

Do you have a day, maybe once a year where you do go down to the Gardens; Mr. Hudek said they had a mass there that was attended there by a couple hundred people. Do you have a day perhaps a saint’s day or a day to honor Kollar or anybody when you would go down?
Hornack:

The Cultural Garden association has a day, One World Day, visitors coming from Slovakia for many years the clubs and organizations of Cleveland knew more about the Stefanik statue then they did the Cultural Garden. Things were not held in the Cultural Garden by the Slovak Community. Or for visitors as much as the Stefanik statue. The Stefanik statue really because of the nationalism and the pride that everybody had in Milan Stefanik.
Jaskolski:

So everybody who comes from Slovakia the first thing they want to see is the Stefanik monument because that’s the only one in the world. Isn’t It?

Hornack:

Yes, and who it represents. It represents one of the co-founders, co-architects of the Czechoslovakia Republic

Jaskolski:

Lets start talking about, that what our interviews about the Stefanik Monument.
Hudek:

Why don’t you brief them on the first time you where honored by the committee was in the Cultural Gardens.
Hornack:

Well, yes, the Republican party, honored five of us with proclamations from various organizations, there must have been five proclamations that we received and I think I have the one from Mayor White at the time, they recognized us for our individual works wherever that might be . Mine being most being with the genealogy with sister cities and that was prior to my association with the Slovak Institute, I was honored and privileged to receive that. To this day I hold that very dearly.

Jaskolski:

Sure that’s a great honor. You mentioned Stefanik, would you like to talk about him a little more in depth. About his life starting as a child through his adult life, to the position where he was before he was killed before his time.

18:00 Minutes
Hornack:

Right, definitely. He was born not far from my ancestral village in Slovakia, in western Slovakia. He was born In Kosariska, which is generally referred to as Bradlo, Slovakia and it’s in the small Carpathian Mountains, the white Carpathian Mountains in western Slovakia. He was born there of Lutheran, his father was a Lutheran minister and he was raised there, educated, I can’t present all his schooling but all his opportunities present themselves. He was always interested in astronomy and weather. This took him to the University in Paris were he was educated in his fields. He received a grant and traveled to outposts around the world to study weather and astronomy. He was born in 1880, coincidently the same year as my paternal grandfather. He was faced with the World War I, outbreak in Europe. He started out as an enlisted man in the French army and he was promoted to General. He received many awards from the country, from France. Stories have that in World War I they would get in open cockpit planes and he being the weather observer, in one of the cockpits the pilot, they would fly over enemy lines they would check out the weather and they would determine the strategy for future movement because of his weather observations. That’s why he received that award from the French Government. He had quite an interesting personality, well liked, and that personalities put him in good stead with European leaders. More so then any other Slovak at that time could ever attain or Czech for that matter. He associated himself with Macheric (?), Thomas and Edward Venish (?). In World War I he was a recruiter because of his military ties and his glamorous background. He was sent to various places in the United States to recruit Czech and Slovak Legionaries to fight in World War I. They fought on the western front and when the war ceased these troops were transferred to the eastern front. This was a very interesting role that the legionaries played during World War I. After World War I in 1918 is when Cleveland Ohio and its importance in the Slovak community was very important because in 1915 on Broadway Ave. in the Czech hall there the Slovak communities came together in the United States came together to sign a Cleveland agreement which in itself and we have a copy of it here in the Institute on the wall , it was the creation the idea of a unified country called Czechoslovakia, Czech-Slovakia, that agreement was in 1915 and it was ratified with another conference in Pittsburgh in 1918. It was only because of the strong Czech –Slovak communities within the United States that the Czech –Slovaks had a voice to create their own government. The people themselves in Slovakia did not have the voice or the money to fight this cause. The Czechs-Slovaks owe a lot to the Czech-Slovaks in Cleveland and Pittsburgh. Back to Stefanik, he unfortunately died in an airplane crash. Which is well documented but I won’t get into that. Unfortunately he died before he was able to fulfill a good leadership role in the Czechoslovakia government. He was given a minister of war, but again it was a none glamorous position for a man that did so much for the creation of Czechoslovakia. 
Jaskolski:

So he had not died he would have take his leadership role.

Hornack

Right, because of his world acceptance, we would have had personalities at the leadership role that might have not worked that well together. That’s my humble opinion. Because of their individual nature and their individual talents. But the love of what they were doing was the unifying body between these three people.

Jaskolski:

So he dies and the district assembly of the Slovak League and its president Jan Pankush take it upon themselves.
27:00 Minutes
Hornack:

Jan Pankuch will get into his life, he came to America, to Pennsylvania first, to Smock, Pennsylvania, with his father, his father died in a mining accident, he came here as a nineteen years old to Cleveland in 1889. He married shortly after; lot of his background is unknown to us. He always said he was from Preshuslav (?) Slovakia, in eastern Slovakia; we have no reason to doubt that except we have not been able to do a genealogy to a definite tie in to a specific village or anything like that. We don’t doubt that fact but not enough people have searched it from Slovakia. Slovakia hasn’t picked up the ball, eventually his role will grow and this will be done. So he comes to Cleveland, he’s a writer a printer, he purchases a printing company, he publishes a newspaper, three or four newspapers, he also is Lutheran, but again the religion was not and he states that in his book, when Slovaks came here they didn’t ask what religion you were, what part of Slovakia you came from or what dialect you spoke. They all had that common bond of being Slovak because they were very much aware of their Slovak ties. So when Stefanik passes away he’s already influential, he’s already been a signer of the Cleveland agreement, signer of the Pittsburgh Pact, and signer of Slovak League here in Cleveland in 1907. He played a role in all those organizations and the book that he wrote was in the first person about his life and he was very dedicated to raise the money to have a monument to Stefanik here in Cleveland. They raise the money; they commission the artist Motoska famous Slovak sculpture. He created the bronze monument that we have here in Cleveland. It was paid for by the money that was raised.
Jaskolski:

How was that money raised?

30:00 Minutes
Hornack:

From individual neighborhoods, clubs whatever means to them in America they raised it, through the fraternal, through the clubs, in the various cities, because you got to understand being a journalist his role was very important and when he wrote in the Slovak language newspaper, where raising money, he got a lot of people to donate. They raise the money; they knew how much the monument would cost, when they got it here it was shipped in to 55th and Euclid and trucks were needed to haul it because it was a huge edifice and were only talking about the bronze sculpture it self.
Jaskolski:

Not the base.

Hornack:

Not the base. Just prior to that, the location was done by city fathers in Cleveland, they went through the formal channels and they were given the location, a beautiful location in Wade Park along the creek there. They knew they had to build a pedestal for it and the monies had been already spent. People in other cities like New York, other metropolises of Slovak heritages wanted that monument and they needed to raise more money, then they had gotten so he and two individuals had to mortgage there homes in order to get the pedestal built. Carabini Monuments on Euclid Ave and I still think that their family still exists in the Little Italy area. The founding father was didn’t charge them any money for storage and were talking two years went bye before they finally got that money for the monument to get built and he gave them a great deal and he actually was very sympathetic to the Slovak cause in Cleveland. His name should go done as some lore as another nationality that helped the Slovak cause.
33:00 Minutes
Jaskolski:

Its original location was described as a triangle area in the lower section of Wade Park Oval north of Doan Brook Bridge leading to a road to the rose garden, where precisely was that located? But!!

Hornack:

Precisely were its located. The rose garden was in front of the Art Museum. These things don’t exist anymore.

Jaskolski:

That’s why I had so much trouble

Hornack: 

Its one and the same location, there describing it the way it was in 1934.

Jaskolski:
So it’s in the location that it was at as it is now? So it was never moved?

Hornack:

Never moved.

Jaskolski:

Never moved.

Hornack:

Now who told you otherwise?

Jaskolski:

My professor!!

Hornack:

Well tell your professor to come down here and well tell him that monument was never moved.

Jaskolski:

The spatial area around it has changed.

Hornack:

Right the roads were changed you know

Jaskolski:

 So I look at this monument

Hornack:

It’s the same location.

Jaskolski:

Well he’s got me on this scavenger hunt and asking me why this monument was moved from where it was to another location.

Hornack:

Well, he’s not telling were… it’s the same location. If you went to the city of Cleveland, looking in the planning department they will answer your question right there.

Jaskolski:

I would take it from authority here!!

Hornack:

And they’ll tell you this is the location. And the letter that’s in there the letter Pankuch wrote it states that this land was given to them.

Jaskolski:

And here I am looking for this rose garden and so we don’t need to go any further then. Can I ask you about the monument then? 

Hornack:

Yes

Jaskolski:

What symbolism can be seen as you look at the monument? Number one, they have the…..
Hornack:

They have the falcon  

Jaskolski:

That is a falcon. 

36:00 Minutes
Hornack:

That is a falcon, at his feet or sol claw (?) or Slovak national symbol of freedom and health of the nationality. That’s what's at his feet. He has binoculars in his hand and he is in his uniform a French uniform s a general. There’s a picture on the wall a painted one that is him, pretty much the same uniform as you see here, there’s been a couple of other things created for him. You’re more then welcome to use this picture but I’d like to have it back. And give the photographer credit for his picture taking. Here again this picture was taken at the Stefanik statue and this picture was taken in the 1936, when the future president of the Slovak Republic in the period of World War II, Monsieur Tesio he’s the figure here. He visited in 1936, with his entourage of people that came; he was representing the Swativiouthec society which is a publishing house of religious books and pamphlets in Slovakia and he was associated with them along with his clergy roles in western Slovakia. This location is the same location and you won’t see the roads because there were no roads. Tell your professor he can smell the roses here.  (Laugh, LaughLaugh) 
Jaskolski:

Can I ask and this is something that I noticed. As you look at Stefanik he’s looking down and to the left instead of perhaps looking forward. Can this be because of his untimely death? Does it have any symbolism?

Hornack:

Well,

Jaskolski:

Or my looking past his or…..

Hornack:

Well I’ll bow to Mr. Hudek if he’s heard anything, my understanding what I have read and the picture by Motoska I mean the sculpture was from pictures, Motoskia was in Slovakia at the time, he eventually exiled to South America, but my guess that he’s looking down at his people that the symbolic not looking over his shoulder not any shame or anything. He’s looking down over his people. That’s the way I feel the symbolism is.
Jaskolski:

I walked around the monument and I noticed that he seems to be part of a rock or the bottom part of the statue, again maybe I’m being to observant, again I’m looking at the symbolism again.

39:00 Minutes
Hornack:

Well, Bradlo, is a mountainous area there is a monument built to his memory in Slovakia. Again that’s a high peek looking over his village and it’s a stone placement and that could be the symbolism of the brick he’s standing on.

Jaskolski:

One last thing I noticed there seems to be a stump with one branch with one branch sticking out in back of Stefanik, behind his legs.

Hornack:

I’ll have to say that I didn’t notice that. I do not recall. Do you know?

Hudek:

Only thing, if you take the symbolism and symbolize like the wings and things they represent the freedom. Wings, is wings of an eagle. Eagle is a famous bird of Slovakia His uniform is a French uniform you got a French uniform. He’s got his binoculars showing he was a scientist. He’s looking down humble in a tuck in my opinion, what the future lays for our nation.
Jaskolski:

So it’s a look of contemplation

41:00 minutes
Hudek:

That’s exactly correct, that’s what the symbol is up here, he was in history a handsome man. In history he was an educated man and one of the best known Slovaks and he loved to fly. He flies his own planes. If you look at that monument there the wings represent his freedom and the mountains show the Tetra Mountains and the statue represents himself. He’s worried about the future of the nation. He was betrayed by the president of the Masandigan Banish.

Hornack:

See that I’ll have to think about that branch or that twig. If it is a branch it could have been, I don’t want to speculate without seeing it.

Jaskolski:

Since its been there in1924, has it been vandalized?

Hornack:

None, well

Hudek:

They spill it over with the paint on top of the head.

Hornack: 

Well ok, is that the one you’re talking about?

Hudek:

 Somebody put five gallons of red paint on his paint and we had to have it sandblasted off the statue.

Hornack:

When was that?

Hudek:

I was here then maybe ten twelve years ago.

Hornack:

O no!! No it had to be more then that Andy, I would have remembered that. I’ve been involved more then twelve years in the Slovak circle and I would have remembered that.

Hudek:

I said I was here then, maybe on the Stefanik there was movements, very strong movements to move him out of there. Down the road, I was a chairman of the moving Stefanik out of there and we came up with the agreements 

Hornack:

We wanted to move him to the west side.

Jaskolski:

Where did you want to move him? 

Hornack:

Edgewater Park on the west side.

Hudek:

Edgewater Park on a hump overlooking the city and Lake Erie.

Jaskolski:

I see I see.

Hudek:

I was chairman of the moving but we didn’t move we didn’t succeed. 

Hornack:

That had to be the fifties, maybe the sixties.

Jaskolski:

Most of the vandalism we learned happened in the sixties.

Hudek:

When Perk was the mayor.

Jaskolski:

But again that could be different. I’m just making an assumption.

Jaskolski:
Celebrations to honor Stefanik in the Plain Dealer you look at articles in the thirties some in the forties and I think I have on 1980 or 1980 something from the Plain Dealer that there’s a memorial. Do you have a day or date in which you go to his…

Hornack:

An annual day?

Hudek:

May 4th since I’ve been here and I’ve been here since 1947 to 1984 and on his birthday May 4th the Slovak League of America puts a wreath up there, say some speeches take some pictures, dignitaries come form all over. Slovak delegation comes from Slovakia and we place the wreath on his monument.

45:00 Minutes

Hornack

See also in 1980 they also put a stone and a plaque in Lakewood Park. The Slovak dramatic club so this satisfied some of the west siders so they would celebrate at another location but always in the memory of Stefanik.

Hudek:

See in 1980 the Slovak Dramatic Club which I founded in 1947, we built a rock monument that same thing we tried to represent, the rock monument comes from the Tetra mountains in Slovakia and in honor of his one hundredth birthday we put a second monument in Lakewood Ohio. We planted tow Limber trees on both sides.

Jaskolski:

Restoration work?

Hornack:

Restoration work, well Brother Gabriel and the Abbey has handled all the maintenance they have taken under there wing to plant here at the Abbey and the Abbey grounds and have gone to the Stefanik monument in more resent years and the garden to plant but more its been a yearly event with the Stefanik statue. Brother Gabriel has always championed the flooding there there’s a sewer there at the base of the street there and it constantly blocks up. He has gotten back to the city on one occasion; they’ve done telescoping the bottom line is there is that it keeps flooding and he’s not going to let it rest till they clear it up. There you know it’s a small area there not much you can plant there, in fact it’s very awkward to have visitors there you get a bus load of people and there hardly anywhere to park the bus and disembark the people and their taking their life in their own hands as their standing in the street taking pictures. So it does present a problem in its location.

Jaskolski;

Well I don’t have anymore questions is there anything either of you would like to add after our two hours together. To add to in conclusion that we didn’t thing about that didn’t come to our minds
Hornack:

Well there’s one thing I’d like to add and correct me if I’m wrong Andy and you talk about the Slovak youth group that you formed, today we call  it the Slovak Dramatic Club so if you said the Slovak youth club it wouldn’t mean as much today as if you said it, the Slovak Dramatic Club is what he founded.
48:00 Minutes
Hudek:

Well all I can say on the conclusion if I could say that much is the Slovak community in America are alive, functioning very well and in many cases better then the German or Italian clubs or Hungarian. We still have a lot of memberships a lot of churches functions a lot of club functions and were trying to preserve our heritage. No nationality in the city of Cleveland or America has a library institute like this and that our pride of our nation.

Hornack:

Speaking as a Slovak American I’d like to speak to my other Slovak American brethren and sisters be proud of your heritage and if you feel like you want to get involved please make yourself known because there is work to be done to preserve the heritage of your forefathers here in Cleveland and there’s a lot of things that weren’t passed down to my generation a lot of these symbolic things like holy days and tradition meals that was passed down but the identity of were you came from what village you came from and people have a hang up about all they know is that they came from Austria-Hungary ,well lets forget that lets try to find out what village you came from and where in Slovakia your roots are.

Jaskolski:

Very good, if people would like to contact you…..
Hornack:

Which they do

Jaskolski:

Would you like to give and address or a telephone number?
Hudek

We have a web site

Hornack:

Well here are a couple of articles that you might not have seen. The Cultural gardens Federation  is headed by George Paris are you familiar with him?

Jaskolski:

We’ve heard the name in class

Hornack:

Dr Paris he’s married to a Slovak

Jaskolski:

Good man. I’d like to thank our guests for taking the time to do this interview. Perhaps this information will give person more information about their Slovak heritage and how it gain retain its significance Again I’d like to thank our two gentleman for doing this interview.

Hornack:

Thank you for coming

Hudek

Thank you and we’d like to have a copy of that in final product. 

Jaskolski:

And know that were done ………….

