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Spring 2005

Norkunas—Chapters 1 & 2
Martha Norkunas, Monuments & Memory: History and Representation in Lowell, Massachusetts (Washington, D.C., Smithsonian Institution Press, 2002)

What do you make of Norkunas’s claims to be both an insider and an outsider? How is she constructing her argument? What is her evidence? What are her sources?
On page 38-39, Norkunas discusses the history of the textile industry in Lowell. She notes that there had not been more than a “passing interest” in these stories in Lowell, “prior to the development of the national park.” Why do you think that is; what is her argument?

She differentiates between “History” and “Memory.” What is the distinction? Does it matter? And, how should we approach that distinction in our own work? Do we have obligations to “History” or “Memory?”

Consider the notion of “collective memory” that she employs. How does it help us understand the difference between history and memory?
What are the distinctions that she draws between “waysides” and “monuments?” Do they change over time? What do they represent?

Do you have any thoughts about her argument, evidence, or claims?

How does it help us to understand the cultural gardens?

Explore how Norkunas locates gender in her story. Consider, especially, the timing of gender in her account of Lowell. Does the timing tell you anything?

How does Norkunas explain the introduction of women in monuments, and what is her perspective?
 How do class and ethnicity intersect with gender, according to Norkunas?

