Local History Seminar
HIS 400

Professor Tebeau

Revised Schedule—through Spring Break
Research Recommendations:

a) print out the appropriate article from the Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups; the book is available in the reference section of the library (on the first floor.)

b) a comprehensive list of newspaper articles from the Cleveland Plain-Dealer’s “morgue” files will be available at the reserve desk on the first floor; an excel file of references to proper names in the file will be available on the course website. Both will be available on the Wednesday, February 23.

c) Make sure that you review the Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, as well as the Cleveland Press Collection; the Western Reserve Historical Society will also be exceptionally useful to your work. The sooner you get there the better.

Tuesday February 22

Cohen, Ethnicity in a New Era & Encountering Mass Culture
Bodnar, Remaking America, Part II, Chapter 4, Page 78-109 (pages 21-36 of the PDF file)
Goldberg, Nordics to the Front

Thursday February 24

Bodnar, The Transplanted (to conclusion)

United States Census—assignment and discussion
Tuesday March 1st
Oral History Workshop

Peter Bartis, Folklife & Fieldwork: An Introduction to Field Techniques
Oral History Assignment
Thursday March 3rd
Oral History Workshop

Mini-Lecture: African American Migration

Tuesday March 8th
Read: Bender & Kolson

Thursday March 10th
Scavenger Hunt Assignment

Tuesday February 22

· Cohen, Ethnicity in a New Era & Encountering Mass Culture

· Bodnar, Remaking America, Chapter 4, Page 78-109

· Goldberg, Nordics to the Front

	Student
	Reading

	Bartel
	Cohen, Ethnicity

	Bell
	Bodnar

	Bordelon
	Goldberg

	Deau
	Cohen, Encountering

	Ferrell
	Bodnar

	Florentine-Schumacher
	Goldberg

	Gault
	Cohen, Ethnicity

	Grundke
	Bodnar

	Hale
	Goldberg

	Holt
	Cohen, Encountering

	Jaskolski
	Bodnar

	Kiehl
	Goldberg

	Kozempa
	Cohen, Ethnicity

	Lozier
	Bodnar

	McCafferty
	Goldberg

	Miller
	Cohen, Encountering

	Minko
	Bodnar

	Mizak
	Goldberg

	Mocilnikar
	Cohen, Ethnicity

	Neff
	Bodnar

	Oprzadek
	Goldberg

	Piko
	Cohen, Encountering

	Pogrebinsky, Alex
	Bodnar

	Pogrebinsky, Natalya
	Goldberg

	Scullion
	Cohen, Ethnicity

	Seguin
	Bodnar

	Stacy
	Goldberg

	Szabolcs
	Cohen, Encountering

	Tardio
	Bodnar

	Vogtsberger
	Goldberg

	Williams
	Bodnar


Below are general questions for you to answer about your readings, research, and ethnic groups. Again, you need to make the connections between readings and your topic. If you are at all uncertain about what you should be doing, contact the instructor. Don’t wait until the last minute.

General Questions

Where did various ethnic groups settle in Cleveland? 

When did they settle in the city?

How does that compare to the broader pattern of that group’s migration to the United States and settlement?

How does the story that you are drawing compare to the broader pattern of immigration to Cleveland?

Describe the process of settlement—work, religion, mutual aid, institutions, leisure activities, etc. Does that story recur in the context of the cultural gardens?

What are your questions? What could you learn from an oral history?

Be sure to keep a list of citations. Where are you getting the information?

Specific questions for readings—print out this entire document, including those readings not assigned to you. We are “triangulating,” which means that your colleagues will help you answer the questions
Cohen, “Ethnicity in a New Era,” and “Encountering Mass Culture”

Consider the following questions in preparation for discussion: pick the questions appropriate to your reading…
1 How did immigrants and their communities help the needy? 

2 What was the role of mutual benefit societies in immigration communities?

3 How did ethnic Chicagoans encounter capitalism, especially vis-à-vis banking?

4 What was the role of the Catholic church in ethnic neighborhoods?

5 Ask yourself, about how immigrants experienced mass culture? What do we mean by “mass culture”

6 What do we mean by “buying into the middle class”?

7 Discuss the impact of chain stores on ethnic communities?

8 What is the role of mass media—such as movies and radio—in the lives of immigrants and ethnic neighborhoods?

9 How did African Americans experience consumer culture differently?

10 For each of these questions, ask yourself if there was a corollary in the history of Cleveland or Tremont?

Bodnar, from Making of America, Part II, Chapter 4
Bodnar explores “commemoration” in Indianapolis and Cleveland. Consider the differences between the cities and their festivals.
What was the difference in demographic composition between Cleveland and Indianapolis? How did that affect commemoration?

Why was patriotism uncontested in Indianapolis? Were there any exceptions? 

Create a “timeline” of the Memorial Day celebration in Indianapolis. How did it change over time? How does Bodnar interpret that change?

How is Cleveland different than Indianapolis? (This is a repeat of the question above.)  What is the story of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Memorial? What did it replace? Why? And, how does Bodnar interpret this shift and the creation of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Memorial?
What is the significance of the period between 1915 and 1925 in Cleveland, according to Bodnar?

Bodnar sees the cultural gardens as being created by “professional classes inside and outside ethnic communities.” Why? What do these groups have in common.

Who were the leaders of the ethnic communities forming the gardens? What was their position?

Why cultural heroes?

Were the figures in the gardens “patriotic”? What is Bodnar’s argument on this front? 

What was the impact of World War II on the Gardens?

What was the significance of One World Day, according to Bodnar?

How did festivals in Cleveland change in the 1960s and 1970s; why does Bodnar shift focus away from the cultural gardens?

Goldberg, “Nordics to the Front”
Who is an “old-stock” immigrant?

Why is this important?

Create a timeline of events in this story: what are the key dates?

Before 1890 where did most immigrants come from? During the 1840s and 1850s, where did most immigrants come from? What is the significance of the story of Chinese immigration?
Between the 1870 and 1890, which groups arrived? Which immigrants started to arrive in larger numbers after 1890? Jews were an exception, explain.
How were the new immigrants welcomed? How were they “represented” in media? (see p 142)

What people, groups, and organizations were the main opponents of immigration?

Who were the immigrants’ defenders and what was the difficulty of their task?

What was “Americanism”?

What role did World War I, and global politics more broadly, play in the anti-immigration debate?

What was the role of eugenics or the “science of race” in the debate about immigration?

Describe the 1921 Emergency Immigration Act and the 1924 National Origins Act. What were their key components/ideas? How did they come into being—legislatively? What was their significance?

What were the short-term and long-term consequences of the 1924 National Origins Act?
Does this chapter alter your view of the history of immigration in the United States?

