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Class Preparation—Cohen & Bodnar

Bodnar, The Transplanted
Consider the following questions in preparation for discussion; be aware of what Bodnar describes as the dominant/main trend, as well as exceptions. Also, use concrete examples, with references to particular page numbers; where appropriate pay particular attention to the immigrant groups that you are studying.
1 When Bodnar describes immigrants as “children of capitalism” what does he mean? In other words, what particular factors “pushed” immigrants from Europe? And When?
2 How did immigrants enter America? Did every group follow the same pattern? Describe briefly what was the dominant style of entrance and also note exceptions.

3 How did the work experience of immigrants shape their experience of America? How did their experiences from Europe or elsewhere shape their approach to workplaces in the United States?

4 How was the experience of the immigrant middle-class different than those immigrants working in factories and other such settings? Think about the differences and similarities: where did each work, live, go to church, consume, etc..

5 How important was the church in immigrant life? Did the church mediate class differences within communities; if so, how? To what degree did the church hinder or encourage integration of immigrants into the United States? 

6 How did immigrants become American? What was the so-called American dream? What were its characteristics, at least judged by the actions of immigrants? How able were immigrants to grab hold of that dream? What helped and/or hindered them?

7 How did the United States change as a result of immigration? Bodnar suggests that immigrants reshaped America in their own terms. Give an example of what he uses as evidence in making this argument. How did immigrants remake America and become “American.” 
Cohen, “Ethnicity in a New Era,” and “Encountering Mass Culture”

Consider the following questions in preparation for discussion: pick the questions appropriate to your reading…
8 How did immigrants and their communities help the needy? 

9 What was the role of mutual benefit societies in immigration communities?

10 How did ethnic Chicagoans encounter capitalism, especially vis-à-vis banking?

11 What was the role of the Catholic church in ethnic neighborhoods?

12 Ask yourself, about how immigrants experienced mass culture? What do we mean by “mass culture”

13 What do we mean by “buying into the middle class”?

14 Discuss the impact of chain stores on ethnic communities?

15 What is the role of mass media—such as movies and radio—in the lives of immigrants and ethnic neighborhoods?

16 How did African Americans experience consumer culture differently?

17 For each of these questions, ask yourself if there was a corollary in the history of Cleveland or Tremont?

