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What sort of Teacher Am I?

Keeping in mind course readings, answer the following questions in a single, well-framed essay with a central argument.

How do historians’ choices about content shape their pedagogical choices? How do assessment choices shape what we teach—i.e. what is history, what type of material, etc.—as well as how we teach (pedagogical choices)? Describe what type of teacher that you think you will be—in terms of historical thinking and pedagogical approaches. And, finally, be sure to be cognizant of the particular contexts in which teaching takes place—most obviously 7th – 12th grade classrooms. Describe how the culture wars and debates about standards have shaped that setting. Ask yourself whether or not both sides in the culture wars and/or standards debates have common agendas and how their approaches are related and/or similar. Finally, be aware of how such debates are having an effect on classroom settings.

A good essay will have a single central thesis. It will make references (more than one) to the readings and possess good logic. Your paper should also demonstrate both clear thought and substantial consideration of the issues. In other words, position yourself between competing theses, but do so with care and consideration. 
