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I. MODEL 

IV ((X1…Xn) 
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Q105 
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Q107 
Q109 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  DV (Y)
Political Participation 
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Variables 

DV 

Political Participation 

Q20: I learn about community activities and problems from the community newspaper 
Q21. I’d feel comfortable voicing a complaint at a public meeting in my community 
Q23. Public officials in my community seem receptive to views of residents 
Q24. I generally discuss political candidates and issues with neighbors at election time. 
Q25. I generally discuss political candidates and issues with family and friends at election time. 
Q31. Public officials in this community don’t care much what people like me think 
Q80. How many days in the past week did you engage in political discussion with friends and 
family, never, once, a couple times, almost every day, or several times a day? 
Q81. How often do you discuss politics with people whose political views are different from 
yours--almost never, seldom, sometimes, or frequently? 
Q82. About how many people do you discuss politics with on a regular basis, none, one, two or 
three, five to ten, or more than that? 
 
The dependent variable is Political Participation, a scale which measures “activities aiming to 
shape the structure and policies of the government as well as the choice of those who run it.” 
Bessette, J.M. & Pitney, J.J. (2011) American Government and Politics: Deliberation, 
Democracy, and Citizenship. Boston: Wadsworth 
 
The above variables were standardized and added to construct the scale: 
 
PP = ZQ20+ZQ21+ZQ23+ZQ24+ZQ25+ZQ31+ZQ80+ZQ81+ZQ82 
 

IV 

Q1: Rural: “Which of the following best describes where you live?  (1‐6 measure of ruralness; 
1=central city, 6=in the country) 
Q2: Time lived there? (1‐7) 
Q9: Your neighborhood or community (0‐10) 
Q10: Your religion (0‐10) 
Q11: Your ethnic or racial heritage (0‐10) 
Q12: Being an American (0‐10) 
Q15: Your personal or political philosophy (0‐10) 
Q46. Political clubs or organizations? (0‐no 1‐yes) 
Q101. How many hours did you listen to the radio yesterday? (0‐11) 
Q104. Age (in categories) 
Q105. Education completed in categories 
Q106. Ethnic or racial background (coded as Black 1, White 0) 
Q107. Annual household income in categories 
Q109. Gender (coded as Female 1, Male as 0) 
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II. RUNNING SPSS 

Dummy coding Ethnic or racial background 

Transform →Recode into Different Variables 
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Dummy coding Gender 

Transform →Recode into Different Variables 
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Running the Stepwise Regression 

Analyze → Regression → Linear... 
 

Add your DV at the top, and your IVs below 
Select ‘Stepwise’ from the ‘Method:’ dropdown box below your IV list 
Click the ‘Statistics…’ button on the bottom. Make sure that ‘Estimate’, 
‘Model fit’, ‘R squared change’, 
‘Descriptives’, and ‘Collinearity diagnostics’ are checked. 
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Running the Stepwise Regression (cont.) 
 
 
 

Select ‘Plots…’ 
Add *ZRESID as the Y, and *ZPRED as the X 
Check the ‘Histogram’ box under ‘Standardized Residual Plots’ 
Select ‘Continue’ then ‘OK’ to run the regression 
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III. SPSS Output: 
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Table 1 
Stepwise Multiple Regression Predicting Political Participation 
 

Model  
Predictor 
Variable  

 
r  

 
Final 
Beta 

2R Change 

1 Q 15: Value of Political 
Philosophy 

 

      .379**       .283** .144** 

2 Q9 Value Neighborhood  
Community 
 

.261** .186** .044** 

3 Q 107 Household Income .221** 
 
 

.197** 
 
 

.039** 

4 
 

 5            
 

6 

Q 46 Political club                
 
Q 104 Age 
 
Q 101 Hours listened 
To radio yesterday 

       .217** 
 
 
        .245** 
 
 
        .128* 

.152* 
 
 

.150* 
 
 

.123* 

.026** 
 
 

.017** 
 
 

.015* 
 

Total Equation: 

2R =. .285 

 

,   
 

    Adjusted 
2R =.271 ,       p<.001 

   

Note: *p <.05. **p < .01 
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V. Write‐up of Results: 
 

  The stepwise regression inserted six of the original fourteen variables in the final model.  All six 

variables have beta values that are significant at the 0.05 level; while most are significant at 0.01 or even 

0.001 (p value).   

  The overall model fit is good, with an R2 of 0.285. This means that this model accounts for 28.5% 

of the variance in Political Participation. The number of cases for this test is limited to 312. Of the 

demographic variables included initially, only household income and age show up in the final model.  

Value for personal philosophy is a strong unique indicator of Political Participation (β = .28, p < 001) 

(when controlling for all other variables in the equation). This is an indication that personal 

feelings and philosophy play an important role in choosing candidates.  

  Value for neighborhood (β = .19, p < .001) is also a strong indicator that shows as the 

value of a neighborhood increases, so does political participation, when controlling for the 

other five independent variables. In addition, household income (β = .20, p < 001) is significant 

in that is shows as income increases so does political participation holding other variables 

constant.   

  Another significant variable, belonging to political clubs and organizations (β = .15, p < 

.005) indicates belonging to a political group is uniquely important to Political Participation. In 

addition, Age  (β = .15, p < 005) is significant in that it shows older people are more involved in 

political events than younger people, when controlling for other variables. Also, hours listened 

to the radio yesterday (β = .12, p < .05), is a significant unique predictor in that it shows as more 

people listen to the radio, Political Participation increases. Overall, holding other variables 
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constant, political philosophy is the most important predictor of Political Participation. Other 

factors such as neighborhood values, income, political affiliations, age, and hours spent 

listening to radio are also important.   


