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Abstract

An analysis of topic and reflective responses in expressive
writing in students with intellectual disabilities

Lee, Okin (Jeonju University, Dept. of Secondary Special Education)

This study examined the topic and reflective responses in expressive writing of 36
students with intellectual disabilities who are enrolling twenty-three middle schools. This
study analyzed 212 texts and 1,424 text segments with the topic and reflective responses
introduced by Farley (1986) and Surbeck (1991).

Often, the topic of leisure, family, and school were used in expressive writing by
students with intellectual disabilities overall. More specifically, the topic the opposite sex
friend and self-management were more used in expressive writing in the upper grade. In
opposite, the topic of religion was not appeared compare to the topic of driving.

The analysis of reflective responses, the concrete elaboration appeared the most
frequently and however the comparative elaboration and the generalized elaboration did
not appear. Reflective responses to the report of reaction were higher than positive and
negative emotion. The personal focus of meditation was less compared with other
reflective responses. The social/ethical focus of contemplation did not appear and the
result of reflective responses was significantly different in grade level.

The results and the examples of the topic and reflective responses in expressive
writing from this study could be used in practices and developments of teaching

strategies for the students with intellectual disabilities.

% Key words : students with Intellectual disabilities, expressive writing, topic analysis,
reflective responses
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