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Proctittoners os Researchers :
Expanding Role for Speech-

Languoge Patholngists
t Monica Gordon Pershev*
Pcrshey J

ABSTRACT
Sel roo l  spccch- l l r r r l rn rgc  p l r l l to log is ts  cun rcsc l r rch  by  r l l i t i r t r : , ; t c r -
sonu l  . iou lnu ls .  P l r t i c i  Pu t  i  r r . !  i  r r  co l  labora t  i vc  l t r r i cc ts .  conc luc t i  ng
l i r r ' t tu t l  rcscu l ' ch  s tuc l i cs .  l l l c l t i r l i l rg  l tub l i ca t ions .  ( ) t '  ! i \  tng  Pr -c \cn-
t l t t ions .  Spcc ia l  r rcc t l s  se l r  ie t '  : c t t in l j s  l te  n l t tu 'a l  " l l rhor l r lo l i cs "

l i r r .  o t - rsc r -vu( i r rn .  r ' c l l cc t io r r  l rn t l  in t l r r i ry , .

l l l i c  1 o u  c v c r  s l i r l  l o  y o u r - s c l l ' :

" l  s cc  so  r r r r r c l r ; r r o l r css  i r r  i L  ch i l t l  i n  r n1 ' l l r n l t ngc  r : r r r r r 1 l . ' l ' h i s
r vou l t l  n l r k c  s t r c l r  i t r r  i r r t c l c s t i r r g  c l r sc  s t t r t l \  l "

" l ' r t t  obse l r i n - l  r u rL r s rn r l  sp r ' oeh  l t c ) l r r i o r :  i n  l l r e  t . h i l t l r c r t  r r l r o  I
u ' o r k  u i l h  i n  t t  spec i l r l  r r c . ' r l s  c l l s s .  l ' r ' c  l ookc r l : r l  t t  l o l  r r l  r r s c l r l c l t
l - r u l  I c t r r r ' t  s cc l l l  t o  l i r r t l  u  t l i s cuss i r ) l r  o l  l l ) i s  so l l  o l  l t eh i n i o l  I I o r r
c l r r r  I c s t i r h l i sh  i n l i r r - r n l l i t t r r  l r bo t r l  u ' h i t (  l ' r n  scc i l r g /  F Io r v  c l r n  I
l i n t l  ou (  i l  o t l t c r s  sce  t h i s .  t o t l  . ) "

" l  k r r oN  I ' r n  l r  g t x r t l  t hc l l r ; t i s t .  l t t r t  I  c l I t ' l  \ c cD t  l ( )  i t r l i r . u l i r t c  n t y
k t t ou l c r l l r ' .  I ' n t  t h i nk i r r g  i e r v  t l c cp l y  i t l r ( ) u t  n l y  wo rk .  hL r t  I nce r l
1o  l i r r d  i r  \ \ , i r !  1 ( )  ! l t t hc f  r n !  t l t o t r l h l s .  l l o r v  c t r r r  I o r ' . l l r r r i z r . n r \
knon  l c t l gc .  j us t  l i r r  n t r .  s c l l  . ) "

"Wo l k i r r r . l  u  r t l r  c l r i l r l l c r r  , , r ' i l h  eo rnn tLn t i c l r l i o r r  t l i so l t l c l ' s  c ; r r r  bc  s t r
c t no l i on l r l l l  t l l l i n i n t .  I r r c cd  l i n re  t o  l c l l c c l .  r - cgu in  r l r  \ t l c l l ! t l l .
r t t t t l  r c l s scss  l hc  l cu l r t r l i ng  l r spec t s  o l  l r r , v  uo l k .  I l ou  c l r n  I  sh l r r c
r t t !  l c c l i r t r s  r v i t h  o l l t e r - t l t c l t r l t i s t s  so  (h i t t  wc  c l r r  r c l t s scss  ho r , r
r t l l i r r r r i r r u  ( ) u t  w ( ) r ' k  l c l r l l _ t  i r ' ' "

" l ' r ' c  l c s l e t l  so  n ) i l n v  k i t l s  w i l l r  l t r r r g rnue  t l c l avs !  l ) o  t hcsc  t cs t
I c s r r l l s  s l t o l l  an , y t l r i ng  i n  co r r r n ro r r  i l r  l l r i s  ; t o l t u l u l i on . )  l ) o  t hc
sco re  s  t h i t t  l r r c  ach i cVc r l  ( ) n  r c t cs l i nq  I c l ' l c c t  r r r y  i n t e  | v c r r t i o r r s . ) "

"OL r r  ( cu r r r  \ \ ( ) t k s  so  hu l c l  l t r  l u c i l i t l r t c  i nc l us i on .  I  wo r l l c r . r l  t hc  ch i l -
t l r en  l r on t  r c l L r l u r - cc l t r cu l i o r r  r cu l i z c  t h i s ' l  l ' t l  l i k c  t o  l l n t l  i t  w i t \  [ o
tkrcunrcrr l  thc i r '1-rcr-ccl . r t io l ts  ot  thci r  s1-rcciu l  ncccls pccrs.  I  nont ler  i l '
thesc l inr l iugs coulc l  hclp us cstabl ish a bct tcr  inc lusiorr  pol icv '1"

Qucst ions  such as  thcsc  can becor r rc  thc  has is  t i r r  p ruc t i
t i t rnc r  research .  as  can lhe  d iverse  c lues t ions  tha t  s l tecch- l i l tguagc

' : ' l \ , l on ie tL  C ior t lon  l )e rshcr .  l : r l . l  ) . .  ( ' ( 'C '  SL I )  i r  t r r r
i r l  S e  l t r r r l  F o r L r r n  t i r r  M : \ R . \ A l ' .

\ l t l tn t r  l - i .  Nunt lu , r  l .  1999

\ \ \ i \ l l tn t  P to lc :s i t t  o l  Spccc l t  rnc l  Hc l r r i r rg  i r t  C ' l c rc l r rnd  St l t c  Un i rc rs i t r  in  C lc ' re l l r r r t l .  Oh io .  She i :  t l t t '  r reu  c t l i t6 r

l ta lho log is ts  huvc  about  thc i r 'p rac t iccs .  thc i r  carcers .  thc i l  wo lk
sc l t iu t ts .  u l r r l  thc i l  ou ,n  l cc l i t rus .  S ; tccch- lu r rg rnrgc  l - l r l i ro log is ts
who t ' csca lc l r ,  c i thc r  ind i l i r lu l l l y  o l  co l l lbora t ivc ly .  l r r l ry  l rc r ;u i r -c
lu1- rpnxrchcs  l i r l  c l ' l cc t i vc  thc la l ty .  docuntcn t  p l tcno l t rc r r i t .  r ' ca l i zc
thc i l  own vo iccs ,  an t l  ga in  i lu to l to l t ) -y  l rs  p r i rc t i t ioncr -s .  r \ r ry  sc rv icc
sc t t in !  i s  l  n l t t r . l ' u l  " lab t r lu to r ' - \ ' "  l i r r  cx l t lo t r t i i l n  u r rd  rcscr r l ch . ' l ' hc

. joy  o l ' c l i scorc ry  th lou . th  l l r l t i c ipa t ion  i r t  s l toke  n  anr l  w l i t t cn  t l i s -
co tu 'sc  n l r ) ,  bc  cx l - rc l i c t r r .cd  by  l t ry  1 l 'ac t i t ioncr .  ( )bscrvu t ion .

rc l l cc t io r r  u l td  in t lu i ry  can bc  un t lc r ' lukcn  bv  spcc t .h - lungut r r l c

lx t t l to l t lg is ts  l l t  u l l y  s tugc  o l  the  i l  carccrs .
I ) r ' r rc ( i ( io r rc r  l cscr r le l r  l r r rs  i t s  o l ig i t rs  i l  l hc  l cacher  qs

rcscurc  her  n l ( ) \ ' c lncn l ' , "  h ic l r  i s  p rcscn l  l y  l to l tu lu r -  iu l ( )ng  l r r rg l i sh
(  lan tuagc  u l l s )  t cuc l rc r -s .  I l r l t rch ing  o l l '  l h ln  na tu lu l i s t i c  i r rc ;L r i ry
l tnd  c lhnognrPhy is  l c t io r t  l cscar -ch .  t ' cscLu c l t  th l r t  r locs  n ( ) t  sc l l l tn t tc
t l t c  invcs t i ! i r t ion  l .n rn r  t l t c  uc t ions  ncc t lc r l  to  so lvc  i r  pnr t t l c rn  (1 t io -

r tcc rc t l  bv  KLr r t  l - cw i t r  i r r  lhc  l9 . l0s .  us  c lcsc l ibc t l  [ r_ r  Me[ ]u r ' lan t l
lunr l  S tansc l l .  l99 i ) .  I t  secn ts  l t luus i l t l c  t l ra t  thc  sueccsse s  thu t
tcuchu 's  o l ' [ tng l i sh  havc  cx1- rc r - i cncc t l  cu l t  bc  shurc r l  w i th  unr l  c r r r r r -
I  l tccl by s1-rccc h-lan.{rrrgc ptrt l to log i  sls.

WHAT DOES PRACTITIONER AS
RESEARCHER MEAN?

l ) t t c t i t ioncrs  w l to  l cscarc l t  l cun t  Io  scc  thc i r '  . jobs  lnc l  p lo f  css io r r
th rou-gh an  inc ;u i l y  s t lncc .  O l ' t c l r  p r - l c t i l i oncr  rcseurc l t  i s  s t i r r ru lu t -
c t l  by  a  nccc l  to  unc lc ls tanc l  thc  in t l i . , i c lua ls .  ac t io r rs .  cvcn ts .  u r rc l

l l t l l i e  iCs  th l r t  nLrkC uP 0r lc ' \  $ 'o r ' k  cnr  i r0n i l tCnt  ( l ) i l l t c rso l )  lu )d
Shur rnon.  1993) .  A  p luc t i t ioncr  rcscu lchc l  r r rav  w ish  to  cx l rn ine
Itcr- owr.r prot 'cssional clccisions. lclrn about hcrsel l '  as u t lrcr lpist.
r l r  leu ln  about  the  cxper ie r rccs  o l ' thc  pe lsons  l i r l  whonr  shc  pro
l i r l cs  the la l tv .  C ioa ls  l re  l i ke l l ' to  inc lude a  r l cs i re  to  i r t r l t rove  ther -
lu;-ry 1)r1c1icc't  lnd therapv environr.ncnts lnt l  to implove crlreer sat-
i s l i r c t ion  anc l  p ro f 'ess iona l  c levc lopnten t .

Monica Gordon

)<



Practit ioner research dil lbrs fiorn clinical research because
ol' one main elentent: practit ioner research involves personal
reflection on one's own prof'essional practice. Schon ( l9tt8)
describes three ways that reflection on prof'cssional practice typi-
cally occurs. First, a practit ioner may rcf' lect irt uttion. This occurs
when we see ourselves in the middle of a prof'essional action. For
example.  whi le  work ing on ar t icu lat ion thcrapy wi th a chi ld ,  a
therapist rnay decide that hcr decision to move I'rorn reintitrcing a
sound in the word in i t ia l  posi t ion to in t roducing the sound in in tcr ' -
sy l lab ic  posi t ion has proven too d i f l lcu l t  t i r r  the chi ld .  Shc rnay
decide to cont inue to wolk wi th thc chi ld  on producing thc sound
in the init ial position firr the rest ol 'the scssion to ofl 'er the chilcl a
sensc of  success.  When a thcrapist  is  care l i r l ly  watching what  is
going on during practice and eithcr ntaintains or ad.justs hcr pro-
ced t t r e .  t h i :  i s  r i ' / f t ' r ' l  i o t t  i t r  t t t ' l i t t t r .

Schon ( l9t l t3) also describes rc. l lect ion on uction. A cont-
rnon cxarnp lc  o f  th is  happens dur ing  the  da i l y  d r ivc  ho l rc  l io rn
wrlrk, as we ref lect on thc day's events ancl plan l i rr  thc next clay:
"We had great part icipation in the preschool language group. I
th ink  I ' l l  usc  thc  same approach to  ma in ta in  the i r  a t tcn t ion  t ( )n lo r -
row . the kindergartncrs are ready l i tr  rncdial lsl  .  .  .  I  need to
th ink  o f  sorne th ing  new to  t ry  w i th  the  second gradcrs  . "
Re I ' lcct ion after practicc has occurred is rcl lcct iott  on ur ' t iotr.

A thircl  type ol 're f lect ion is ra.f lcct ion rt t t  l t ru<'t ict ' .  When a
prac t i t ioner  cons iders  la rger  i ssues  tha l  a f l cc t  her  owr r  I l i l c t i cc \  i l s
welf as that ol 'othcr practi t ioncrs shc l ' rus rc.f laclad ott pnrct i tc.
These inc lude conccn ls  such as  depar t r len ta l  buc lgc ts ,  po l i c ies  to
p lace  ch i ld rcn  ou t  o l 'd is t r i c t .  sc l roo l  ass ignrncn ls  l i r r  d is t r i c t  S [ -Ps ,

sovernmenta l  rcgu la t ions  tha t  a l ' f ' ec t  d is l r i c t  inc lus ion  po l i c ies .  r l r

case loac l  s izc  leg is lu t ion .

INFORMAL REFLBCTIVE RESEARCH
In rcsponse to these tirrnts ol 'r 'e I ' lcction. a practit ioner lnay cho<tse
to rescarch in f i r rnra l ly  by engaging in  l i r r ther  reading.  ta lk ing,  and
writing aboul prof'cssional practice. Thc research rnay include solo
wr i t tcn rc f ' lect ion.  such as kccping a persont l  . journal ,  crct t ing a
pnrf.essional portfi l l io, or writ ing nrernoirs. Or it nray involvc writ-
ing and group ref lect ion.  as in  a d iakrgue journal  or  polykrg (a
notcbook l irr collaborative rcflcction on practice. passed l 'ront
therapist to therapist). Through these rneans thcrapists think ab<lut.
lcarn frorn. and analyze the ir prof'essional experiences in order to
optirnize growth fbr thernselves and facil i tate clients' progress.
Sub.jectivity as well as objectivity are valued. This reilective
inquiry rnay be an end in itself or may serve as a preliminary stage
to preparing essays or presentations that share one's <twn reflec-
tions or to firrmulating more fbrmal research qucstions.

Basic to most ethnographic research is a .journal that is
kept by the researcher to record observations, events, and reflec-
t ions.  As Isakson and Wi l l iams (1996) descr ibe,  journals can have
various "jobs" such as:

I i lx*keel t t r :  to kcep t rack of  what one has done and aims to do bet ter ,

e . s . .  enhanc inc  sc r v r ce

26

M e nt o r/ l  r i  c n t l  :  fbr sclf-ref lect ion. conf rdi ng thoughts and f 'eel ings

Peer leuntar: to serve as an cxample to others lnd see their exantples
(d ia logue.  po ly log)

Detct ' t ivc: searching to scc what ntakes sense in therapy practices: seek-
ing the answer to phenor.ncna in the environment

(- l tcerlctuler: to keep one goinr whcn lccl ing down. Iosing sight of
progress-to rnaintain onc's sel l 'as a practi t ioner

Stor t ' t c l la r :  thc  s to ry  o l  t ry inu  someth ing  new;  the  s to ry  o f  a  ch i ld  o r
la rn i l y :  thc  s to ry  o l  how a  ch i ld  Iearned or  rn lde  progress ;
autobio-uraph ics

' l ' l t i r tk 
lxtok,r:  wri tc lel ' lect ively and repcatcdly on a certain topic with later

lnal l ,sis arrd ccl i t ing l i rr  recurrent themes

WHAT (OR WHO) ARE THE
SUBJECTS OF MORE FORMAL
PRACTITIONER RESEARCH?
Rel' lectivc incluiry rnay guicle spccch-language pathologists to
research peoplc and cvcnts in their own settings or thosc of others.
A clccision <ln the clesrcc ol' sub.jcclivity ancl ob.jectivity thlt is
appropriate firr a givcrr study nccds to hc nradc. In seneral, school
thc lapis ts  are l ikc ly  to cxplorc:

' l  
l tcr t r1t . t  1tnrct i r t , , r - (nratcr- ia ls.  s t ratcgics,  nrode ls .  intcrvcnt ions.  curr icula) ;

Chi l ln ' r r  s inglc chi l t l ren ol  populat ions ol -any rr r r rnber ( to gcncrate

r tur t tcr ical  t l l ta  or  ancct lota l  ohscrvat ions ol  pcr l i r rntancc);

l t tv int t tntut t , r  ( thc lapy set t ings.  c lassroorrrs.  schtxr ls ,  d ist r ic ts,  pcers or

t can rs .  po l i c i c s ,  l lm i l i c s .  con rnun i t i es ) :

Pnt ! f t t r r l  cvalut t t ion-(ctutconrcs,  supcrv is ion ancl /or  cvaluat ion prxct ices,

t ime usage and schedul ing pat tcrns,  d i r ta scts l ike test  scores):

Art i . fut  t .s-( i terns in thc thcrapy cnvironr le r r t ,  such as curr iculurn guides,

pol icy state rncnts,  chi lc l rcn 's work sarnplcs or  port l i r l ios.  IEPs;

l lso bui ld i r rg layout ,  r rxrrn arranl lc lncnt ,  contcnts o l  therapy

toort t :  othel  docrrrnents on hl tnd).

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MOST
COMMON FORMS OF RESEARCH
USBD BY PRACTITIONERS?
Practit ioner researchers explorc their worlds through a variety of
means which nray include:

Case studies: Observations of a child, a group of children, a
class, or a school are recorded and analyzed. The rescarcher may
be an outside observer or a participant in the setting where the
study is taking place. Data collection should entail more than 0n0
fbrm of observation and address how observations cclrrelate. For
exirmple. video tapes of a child's behaviors are analyzed and col-
related with pertorrlance on certain test items. Comparisons of
two or rrore ciises may yield additional infbrmation.
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Opinion research: Interviews. discussions. cont 'et 'ences. sur-

veys, questionnaires, opinionaires. and inventories are conducted

to document how students. parents, peers. and other proltssional

associates perceive issues and practiccs. The t indings arc analyzed

and rel lccted upon by the researchcr.

Developing and implementing new models ol '  therapy:

Speech-language pathologists, eithel alone or on a teiul),  establ ish

a  rnode l  tha t  they  be l ieve  they 'd  l i ke  to  adopt .  ln i t ia l  c t lnsu l t i t t ion

wi th  user 's  and researchers  o f  th is  n rode l  rnay  lake  p lacc .

Therapists may read about the rnodcl and attend conl-ercnccs or

workshopst clcctronic news groups tnay bc consultecl to sol ici l

o ther  v iews:  paren t  inpu t  r t tay  be  cons iderec l .  M inu tcs  o f  tneet ings

and sumrnar ics  o f  in tc - r 'ac t ions  and rcu t l ings  are  kept .  T 'hc  s t rc r tg th

o f  these da ta  w i l l  susgcs t  whether  thc  d r rc is ion  to  i r rp le r t tcn t  a  ncw

rnodel is bascd on wcl l- t i rr-rncled inl irrnt l t ion. Presc-ntat ions (o

admin is t ra to rs  o r  paren t  g roups  shou l t l  bc  so l i c l . ' l ' h is  i s  pcrsuus ivc

as well  as ir t l i l ' rnative eviclcncc that cutt lcacl to progtun dcsign,

deve lopr rcn l .  and i rnp lenren ta t ion .  (Sc t '  Don i thuc- ,  I99( r . )

Materials analysis: T<r evaluate the ut i l i ty o1' new tt tatcrial(s).

p rac t i t ioncrs  p repare  a  sunr rnary  o f  in te rv iews w i th  ch i l c l ren ,  par

en ts ,  and o ther  p rac t i t ioncrs  wh ich  descr ibc  thc i r  i rnpress ions  o l '

thc rnatel i l ls. 
' fhis 

nray lrc done prior to lr lopting rrc*, r t l t tcr ials or-

rnay be a pre*post r-rsagc colnparison.

Vignette writ ing: Persorrs who have part icipaterl  in un cxperi-

ence c lcs igncc l  to  h r ing  about  sonrc  l i r r r t t  o [ 'deve l t l l - l rnen l  o r

enhancernent  wr i tc  ou t  u  shor t  v ignc t lc  th i l l  recounts  a  kcy  cp isode

in  th is  expcr icncc  and re f lec t  on  what  th is  event  has  r reant  to

l h e r n .  F o r  c x l r r r r p l e .  p u r t i c i p u n t \  i n  r r  p l r l c n t  g r o t ; p  * r i t c  r r  v i g n c t l c

about lhc rnosl irnportant thing they leurnecl in prrcrrt  troup. how

they l 'el t  on that clay. und u,hy i t  rnade thc pxrcnt grorr[.r  r t tclrnirt !-

ful.  Re'sear'chers analyz.c thc vignettcs l i rr  coutrt tor.t  thcrttcs attd use

this inl i l 'mation to enharrcc l 'uturc progr'arnnring.

Outcome data analysis: A col lect ion o1'clala is nnalvzed arrcl

ovcral l  contplr isons and trencls arc dctcnnined. Fol eri tntple, arr

inten'entirrn tearn nrL-ets tr l  rcvicw clr i ldren's tcst i lnd rctest scorcs

ovcr the past threc ycars. Ciains in a part icular arca, l i l r  instancc.

receptive vocabulary. lrc notecl sincc sl"rccial needs tcachc|s hi lve

startecl using a conrputer-basecl reading-wli t ing progranr. Tcaur

members review publishecl research on t l t is progranr urtcl  ctt trparc

r l l  o l '  the i r  ou tcon lc  da ta  w i th  pub l i shcd repor ts ,  no t ing  r l vera l l

eornpur isons  und l rcnds .

Manuals, therapy materials, websites, etc.:  Speech-language

pathologists may develop innovations to enhancc pf lct ice and

make thesc  ava i lab le  lo  a  w ider  auc l ience v ia  oub l i c i r t i t )n  ( ) r  in te r -

ne t  pos t rng .

Single subject experimental research (Neuman & McCormick,

1995): This tbnn of lesearch dif ' f 'els fronr a casc study in that thc

resealcher del iberately'  man ipulatcs cond i t  ions, t i l l  ex irnrplc altcr '-

nating treatrnents, to generate causal ol correlat ional intbrrnation.

Historical studies: Thcsc comparison of past and prescnt prac-

t i ces .  i ssues .  be l ie l ' s .  c tc .  rn r ry  shed l i -gh t  o r t  p resent  day  cvcr t ts .

Literature reviews: A synthcsis of pLrbl ishecl rcscatch otr a

g ivcn  top ic  t l r  ques t io t r  to  o l ' l c r  a  sunn i l rY  t l f  c t t r ren l  in l i r r r t ta t ion .

Focus groups: Practi t iorrers who arc invcstecl i t t  atr issttc. 1-rt 'ae
tice. or plan rncct l i rr  cl iscLrssion rnd preparatiort of 'a trtott t lgraph.

repor t .  pos i t i t )n  l )aper .  o l  i r r . t i c le  ou  the  nra l tc l .  Th is  i s  in l i l l t t t i t t i vc

r r (hcr  than pcrsuas ive  w l i t ing  anc l  n tay  rc r lu i re  tha t  thc  rcscarchcr

inclLrdc o1-r iniorr research. l i tcraturc rcvierv. cl i t ta artalysis. ol casc

in l i r r rnu t ion  to  conrp lc tc  thc i r  rcpo l t .

Out reach:  Nc*s lc ( tc rs ,  l c { (c rs  t ( )  thc  t t l i to r ' .  a r t i c lcs  in  thc  pop-

ru la r  p rcss .  l rnd  pos t ing  i r r l c rnc t  in l i r rn ra t io t t  on  i t t tpor tan t  s1 : rccch-

langutgc topics rcrluirc corrsit lclablc rcscurclt  ancl prcl-xrrat ion to

achicvc accuracy artcl  provit lc i t t l i rr t t tat iotr valt tc.

HOW DOES ONE FIND AND FRAME A
RESEARCH QUESTION?
Hubharc l  anc l  Powcr '  (1993t  suggcs t  th l l t  l ) r 'uc t i t io r tc r  rescu t .c l t c rs

t ' t r r t t l< ' r  l r t  gc t  i r t  t t t tu  l r  w i l l r  vo t r t l c r i r r ,q .  Th ink ing  l ' r ' ce  l v .  t r l l t r r l  ing

cLr r ios i ty  l t r  l c r rc l  to  cxp lo t l l i o t t .  and tc l ' l cc t i r tg  o r t  ac l io t t  l t t t t l  t t t t

p ruc t icc  a lonc  ur  in  convcrs l r t ion  w i th  co l l cagucs  rnay  lc i rc l  a  p rac

l i t ione l  to  c l i scovc l  a  qucs t ion  thu t  hc  o r  s l . t c  wou lc l  l i kc  to  t ry  to

l rnswcr .  A  prac t i t ioncr  nury . jo i r rna l  o l  no tc  takc  l i r r -a  uh i l c  anc l

Iook  l i r r  thcurcs  tha t  kcc I  corn ing  up .  Qucs t io r rs  ruuv  g t r t lu i r l l y

lnd takc on di l ' l 'crcnt l i l l rus as thcy alc rcconsir ler-erl  ovcr t i r t tc.

Po in te rs  to  s t in ru la tc  rc l ' l ec ( ion  rnay  inc lu r lc :

l .  Ohsc lvc  a  s i (ua t io r r  anc l  look  l i ) r  t rcn( ls  tha t  l r l v  l cac l  to

t'c se i.tfc tl.

2 .  Cons ic lc r  a  c r - r r rcn l  t l i l c rn rna :  th ink  r rboLr t  what  i s  c l r " rs ing

tc t ts i t l t l .

.1. Acknowledgc cprcstions that urisc lcglrrcl ing n.torle ls ol 'pnrc-

l icc. tcst ing, inclusion. rnatcl iuls usage . rvr i t in-r:  lEPs. ctc.

-1 .  Ponc lc r  what  i s  in r l ro r t ln l  Io  onc 's  ser l ' i ce  t l c l i r . c rv

addrcss  a  l t l t  ncc t l .
' l ' h ink  

about  v is ions  o l  changc.
' [ ' h ink  

about  conrpur isons  tha t  cur t  bc  r t tac le  .

f 'o r rs i t l c r  b ig  i ssLres  as  wc l i  us  snr l r l le t .  r t ro rc  spcc i l i c

prob lc rns .

l l .  Explore what  s laf l 'dcvc lo l ' rnrcrr t  in i t ia t ivcs are happcning
at  work ' l  What  aspccts o l  s tuf l 'c lerc lopr t tcnt  n lut tcr  rnost
at this ivorksitc'.)

t). [)ocs u profcssitrnll lssociation hltvc le searclr rrcc'ds ]

10. Think aboLrt what is el ' l 'ectivc pfactice ancl what is not
how is this docnrnented and described'l

I  l .  Are therc lc la t ionships bctwcen events t l . ra t  cun he erarn-
i ned  l

12.  What  new approaches might  be t r ied as an expcr i rncnt ' l

5 .

6 .

1 .
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l -1 .  Are  thcre  p lob le rns  l i r r  i vh ich  so lu t ions  nr igh t  l re  l i runc l ' . )

l -1 .  What  t r i l i n ins  o r  sk i l l s  n r i - rh t  be  uccp l i fe ( l -how nr igh t  a

pnrc t i t io r rc l  r r  r i t c  about  t l t i s  p r r l cess ' . )

' t 
I ' l l l. l, lnottl 

clucstiorts that havc tnorc thitn ")'cs' or"'no'

l ( r .  Dl i r l ' t  c l t rest ions r- rs i r rg soocl  opcne rs:  "Whut happens
' u v h e t r . .  "  " W h a t  i s t h c  l o l c  o l ' .  .  . "  " H o w  c l o .  .  . " ' ' W h a t

p n r c c c l r r l c s .  . . "  " W h l t  i s  t h c  d i l l i ' r ' c n c c . . .

An t l  t hcn  usk  you rsc l f  :

l ) ocs  t l r c  t l u cs t i on  l i t  r v i t h  l oca l  cond i t i o r r s ' . )

\ \ ' l t l t  so r ' (  o l  uo r kp lacc  \ u l ) l ) ( ) f t  i s  t l r c r c  l i r l  t h i s  i r t t l u i r - 1  . '  l - i n r c ' . )

Mo r r cv  l  Ass i s t l r t t c c . )  l r t l L r i p r t t c t t t  . )

Spec i l i c l l l r .  l r ou  b r -ou r l  ( ) r  l uu . r ' ( ) \ \ ' i s  t l r c  t l L t cs l i o r t l  Wh l t  l r r c  t he

p i . r r i r r ) r c t c r \  o l ' t h c  i r r ve  s t r ! l t i o r r ' . )W l l r t  i s  bevon t l  t l t c  scopc  o l  t l t i s

i nvcs t i g l t i o r t . )

A l c  l hcse  r l ucs l i ( ) n \  s { ) r ) l L 'w l l r l  p r r r x i n r i r l  t o  \ ( ) u r  c ru r cn l  l c vc l  o l

l e  u r r r i r r g . . )  l ) ocs  \ ou r - k r t o *  l cdge  .  bv  i r r t r l  l u rgc .  ap1 . r t ' ouc l t  w l l r t  you

u i l l  ncccl  lo krrot  to bc-r : in . )

A t c  vo t t t -  e  x l ) cc l l r t i ons  t - c i r so t t ab l c  r t r r t  t oo  b i g ' l

I ) ( ) c \  vou l  i r t t l t t i t v  J l os t  l t r t _ r '  r . i : k  r

I I o r r  w i l l  \ r r t t  c c l cbnL l c  r o t t r  bcnc l t t t uuks  l t t t r l  s t t c ccsscs . )

Who cl r r t  \ ,or . r  gt l  to rcv icr ,v i ln( l  rc lc t  to voLtr  vn 'o lk r r ' l r i lc  i t  is  i r r

l ) r ( ) ! r ass  o t  * hc t t  i l ' s  co r t tP l c l c r l  . )

l  l o r i  u r t t l  r i  h c l c  r r  i l l  yoL r  s l u r l c  yoL r l  l i n t l i t t g s  )

THIS SEEMS I, IKE A I,OT TO'I 'AKE
ON-WHY ARF], PRACTITIONERS
T}ECOMIN(; RI]SEARCHE,RS IN THEIR
OWN ENVIRONMENTS?
As thc  suv inq  socs ,  knowlcdgc  is  powcr - . ' l ' hc  bcr rc l l t s  o l  p r -ac t i t ion-

cr rcscarch i l rc nuury. trLrt l i t |crnost a P|acti t i t l rrcI r 'cscurcl. tcI nra,\ '

l inr l  nerv rrnt lcrstarrt l inr. l .  corr l l i t l r te to thc knou,lcdgc [rasc ol l l rc

pro l i ' ss ion .  un( l  l )a r t i c ip i l t c  i r r  the  c l i scoursc  o l ' thc  p r t l l css ion .  (Scc

Mol r r .  199( r . ) l ) ro l tss iona l  g rowt l t .  carcc t ' sa t i s l i t c t io t t .  u r rc l  c rcd ib i l

i t y  in  thc  cycs  ( ) l  e ( l t rcu t ion  ac l r r r in is tn r to rs  lnc l  c ( )n ln run i ty  n lcnrbcrs

luppcar to lrc thrcc l l luin rcus()us why practi t iolrcr\ i - l rc cnguginrr ir t

|cseu|clt .  . \  Pruct i  t  i0rtct- r 'cscltrchct 's gtxrl  s tru\ i  r tcl  r .rclc:

l ) 1 t t l 1 ' . s t i t t r t t r I  , qn l t  | | t  t t t t t I  c t t t t ' t  r '  . t t t I i s f i t t I i t t r t

' [ i r  
col lahoratc to achicvc succcssi  lo wor-k togcther-  to achic|c

ou (con l c \  l ha t  r r r c  r no l c  d i l l i e t r l t  t o  ach ievc  u l o t t c

' f o  
l r u i l r l  l r  r e l l c c l i r . ' e  p l o l i ' s s i onu l  cn \ i r onn ren t

To bc cnr l . ro ' ,vcrct l  1o ask rvh\  (or  l tou ' .  u,hat .  c tc. )or ]  onc' \  owl l

l cn l t s

' f r l  
ntake i r  t l i t lcrcrrcc

To en. io_v- r ' r 'or-k r t rorc rvorkpl l rcc er thnncct t tcnt
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' I l r  
eng r t ge  i n  l i f c l ong  I c i t r n i ng  l n t l  r t t o r l t l  t h i s  t o  ch i l c l l t ' r ' t .  l o  eo l -

lcagucs.  to p l fents

' l i r  
r cncu  i r r sp i r i r t i on  l r  r r c c r l  l i r r  l c j u r cnu l i o r ,

' f o  
b r i r r g  r a l i c t v .  ch l r l l c r r r : c .  gn l r l l r

( ' t  t l i l t i l i r ' ,

To I ' i r t t l  ro icc.  contr t t t rn icatc.  lnd l rc hculr l  in  a school  eornnrurr i l_\ '

l i r  c r i l i u r i c c  r  i s i b i l i t l '  l i r r  spccch - l u r r - u r r l - ! c  l ) l t h ( ) l { ) g \  i r r  t hc  c ' r ' e s

o l  t hc  a t l n r i r t i s t l r t i o r r  i u t c l / o r -  co t t t t nu r t i l l '

' l i r  
a l l r ' c t  bu t c i r r t cn r t i c  a r r t l  po l i c l '  ( l c c i s i ( ) n \

l o  l os t c r -  ch rn . l c  i r r t t l  u t i l i z c  nc *  r r pp ro l r r ' h cs

' l i r  
c r l r r r i r r c  l l r c  c l l i ' c t s  o l  P1 -1qc1 i cL ' q

' l i r  
c r l l l L t t t c  I r ' o l i ' s s i o ru r l  P t ' r . l i r t t t l r r t c c  o l  onc ' s : c l l -  Pcc l s .  s t t l r o r -

r l inr t tcs.  ot-  s t t  Jrct  io ls

' I i r  
c r - i t i quc  p l ac t i c cs  l n r l  po l i c i c s

' l i )  
r i ( )CU l l lC l l t  ( ) t l l e ( ) l l tCS .

WHAT RESOURCES (ARTICI,ES,
BOOKS, AND O'IHnR PUBLICATTONS)
CAN BI' CONSI.JITED TO I,EARN HOW
TO T}ECOMF] A PRACTITIONER
RESEARCHER? WHAT SOURCES OF
SUPPORT EXIST FOR PRACTITIONER
RESE,ARCH?
[ r l t l ( ' h a s  p t r b l i s h c r l  t c t t s  o l  t l r o u s l r t r t l s  o l - c n t t - i c s  t l u r t .  i t i  s o r n e

r luy .  l t ld rcss  p l l rc t i l i oncr  rcsc l r l t  h  in  r ' r l r rc l r l ion l l  cnv i r -o r r r rcn ts .  I t

i s  u lso  poss ih lc  to :  I ionr t  eor )su l {a t ion  nc t \ \ ' ( ) rks  rv i th  pcc ls :  c r r lo l l

i r r  c ( ) l l r ' r t c  c ( )u r ' \ c {  l r t t cn t l  scnr in l l | s  i rnd  co l r l c rc r tccs :  i ( ) i r r  Pr0 lcs -
s iona l  o r ' l l rn izu t i r r r rs  rnd  hc lp  u rcc t  thc i l  l cscurch  nceds .  scck

lcscure l r  awurc ls  anc l  g lun t  I 'unr l ing  r r t  lhc  loca l  I c rc l :  ucccss  in l i r r ' -

r r ra t ion  c lcc t r r rn iea l l y  thoLrgh u 'c t rs i (es .  nc \ \ ' sg l ( ) r - r l )s .  c  r r r l r i l  l i s t

Placti t ionct '  r 'e scarch cun irt t l t r-olc lroth thc 1'r lue t iccs used

rvith chi lclrcn with spccch lnd languauc uccrls as rvel l  ls thc lcarn-

ing  cnv i lonrne  n ts  i r r  wh ich  thcsc  ch i l t l l cn  u lc  rccc ivc  scrv iccs .  l t  can

inrl l lovc . joh sutisl irct i t)n l i )r  y()u luid l i ) f  vour- col lcagucs. l1 cal

sc rvc  t ( )  ver i l y  c l ' l i e lcy  o l  t l ca t r r rcn t  l i r l  o t l t c l  c l i r r i c i lns .  l i l  ac ln t i r

i s t ra to rs .  l i r r  thc  l lencra l  pu t r l i c .  ln  s l ro r l .  i t  n ray  p lov i r l c . iL rs l

in tc l l cc tu l l  and  l l l cc t i vc  l cncr i 'a l  th l t ' s  uecc lcd  to  kccp  t l rc  c l in ic ian

Itxrking l i l .u ' l rd in 1hc chl l lcnging e nvi lorrnlcnt ot ' toclay's schrrols.
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